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Lower Bucks Hospital administers  
coronavirus vaccine    

Lower Bucks Hospital in Bristol held its 
first COVID-19 vaccine clinic Tuesday, for 
members of the public who met the 1A crite-
ria. The event was historic for the hospital as 
it administered the Pfizer vaccine to commu-
nity members. Register at buckscovid.pow-
erappsportals.usVaccine-Registration.
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Municipalities’ state police fees 
may rise in 2021          

Springfield residents will be coughing up 
more for police coverage if the governor’s 
police fees proposal becomes reality. Taxpay-
ers fund the four-man police force, but each 
would pay an additional $8.69 annual fee for 
state police coverage. The township relies on 
state police to cover the overnight shift.
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JESSICA LASCELLES

Frenchtown, N.J. celebrated the groundbreaking for renovations to its new book store by tossing colorful paper strips across 
the entrance. The shop, in the former Book Garden’s building, will open this spring.

Freda R. Savana

For almost half a century, The Landing 
restaurant and bar along the Delaware 
River in New Hope has been a beloved 
part of the community. With its scenic 
views and flair for friendliness, crowds of 
locals and tourists flocked to the unique 
spot.

Owners Chris and Denise Bollenbach-
er announced last week that they’ve sold 
their riverfront business to Landmark 
Hospitality’s Frank and Jeanne Cretella.

“It’s been my life,” said Chris Bollen-
bacher, who opened the restaurant when 
he was 22. “I’ll miss it and I’m thankful 
to everyone who supported us. It’s a won-
derful town.”

The Cretellas plan to reopen the busi-
ness, which has been closed since No-
vember due to the pandemic, in April and 
operate it much as before until the fall, 
when sweeping renovations will begin, 
said Frank Cretella. All The Landing’s 
staff has been offered jobs with the new 
business, he said.

Plans call for the adjacent Fred’s 
Breakfast Club building to be razed and 
replaced with a two-story, 44-room “bou-
tique hotel,” Cretella said. The club’s 
1,400 members will be welcomed into the 
newly designed Landing, he noted, where 
breakfast will be served for hotel guests 
and the larger community.

All the plans are preliminary and no 
formal hearings have begun. Informal 
meetings with borough officials, Cretella 
said, have found support.

Conti\nued on page C6

Landmark Hospitality buys New Hope’s Landing  
Ownership an addition to several dining and lodging establishments

Cliff Lebowitz

In response to funding limitations and 
other serious challenges, the Riegelsville 
Community Fire Company and the Otts-
ville Volunteer Fire Company are going 
to consolidate into a single entity. 

The announcement was made by Otts-
ville’s Fire Chief Bill Shick at the Feb. 18 
Nockamixon Township public board of 
supervisors meeting. 

Shick said both companies had voted 
to consolidate, and that they were hiring 
a consulting company to prepare a draft 

formalization of the change, targeting the 
beginning of next year for moving for-
ward as a new entity.

The Riegelsville entity, a full-service 
engine and rescue company, was estab-
lished in 1898 and serves the Borough 
of Riegelsville, as well as Durham and 
Nockamixon townships. The Ottsville en-
tity, established in 1940, also full-service 
engine and rescue, serves both Nocka-
mixon and Tinicum townships, and also 
serves parts of Bedminster and Haycock 
townships.

In an in-depth presentation at the Jan-

uary Nockamixon supervisors’ meeting, 
Shick noted a membership challenge of 
50% of the volunteers being over 45 years 
of age, and less than 15% 22 and younger, 
suggesting a shortage down the road. He 
also noted response to his company’s an-
nual fundraising drive at that time, which 
had always been less than hoped for, as 
down from 26% to 18%. With volunteer time increasingly need-
ed for training, maintenance, and equip-
ment, members no longer had time for 
fundraising, he said. Since that presen-

Continued on page C7

Riegelsville and Ottsville fire companies to merge
Response to shortage of volunteers, diminishing fundraising opportunities 

A groundbreaking ceremony celebrated the 
start of renovations for the new  Frenchtown 
Bookshop and Cafe in the former Book Gar-
den building, an 1860s Victorian mansion on 
Bridge Street in Frenchtown, N.J. 

The store is scheduled to open this spring, af-
ter structural renovations that include removal 
of interior walls to create a single large retail 
space and the installation of a large bay shop 
window for streetside browsing. 

The architect is Michael     Margulies     of     
Eclectic     Architecture,     who     oversaw     
the historically-sensitive renovations of the 
classic storefront buildings on Frenchtown’s 
Race Street.

The store will sell new books for adults and 
children and related toys and gifts. A cafe,  
serving  traditionally-brewed  tea  and  coffee,  
with  seating  will  take advantage of the build-
ing’s porches.

The owners, husband and wife Scott Shel-
don and Barbara de Wilde of Uhlerstown, plan 
to sell worthwhile books, carefully chosen to 
inspire curiosity, connection, and compassion, 
with a special emphasis on the art, literature, 
and natural setting of the Delaware River 
Towns. They will schedule a wide range of 
readings, concerts, book clubs, and hands-on 
workshops to build on Frenchtown’s vibrant 
community. Special purchasing programs will 
be available for schools and schoolteachers.

The opening of the bookshop will coincide 
with the opening of the new ArtYard, the arts 
center being developed two blocks away.

Renovation 
is underway 
at Frenchtown 
Bookshop 

Community feedback sought in Stockton, N.J. 
Historic inn would be expanded, guest rooms and amphitheater added 

Jodi Spiegel Arthur
 
The family that hopes to 

reopen the Stockton Inn and 
add an amphitheater and well-
ness center to the property has 
asked Stockton Borough to 
consider redevelopment as a 
planning tool for the site and 
has expressed a desire to meet 
with members of the commu-
nity to discuss their concerns 
regarding the proposed project.

Avon Road Partners has a 
contingent agreement to pur-
chase the inn, a historic icon at 
the end of Bridge Street, visi-
ble to those crossing the Del-
aware from Centre Bridge in 
Bucks County.

According to the borough’s 
website, the building was “es-
tablished in 1710” first as a pri-
vate residence, and “is believed 
to have been converted to an 
inn around 1832.” The now 
shuttered inn, once a stage-
coach stop, attracted New York 
celebrities during its heyday 
in the 1930s and ‘40s. It has 
been memorialized in a song, 
“There’s a Small Hotel (with a 
wishing well),” with music by 
Richard Rodgers.

The family’s plan calls for 
revitalizing the inn’s restau-
rant and guest rooms, and 
adding a new approximately 
20,000-square-foot, three-story 

Continued on page C6
Avon Road Partners seeks to redevelop The Stockton Inn and 
surrounding property.

It’s time again for the Herald’s annu-
al “Count the Shamrocks” contest.

To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on 
March 17, shamrocks will be hidden in 
photographs next week in  the Herald. 
Readers can count the shamrocks to 
be eligible for a raffle of prizes donated 
by local businesses: 
   Be sure to look for the shamrocks 
next week, March 4. 

Shamrock Count
is back for 2021

At its January annual meeting, the Board of 
Directors of Delaware Canal 21 elected Rich-
ard Henriques of Brownsburg to be its new 
chairman of the board, replacing co-founder of 
the organization, Allen Black of Point Pleasant.

Black was elected to the newly created posi-
tion of chairman emeritus.  Black had request-
ed the change in status, having led the relative-
ly new nonprofit since its inception in 2012.  

“Don’t worry, I’m not going anywhere,” 
Black said.  “I expect to remain quite active in 
Delaware Canal 21 and its efforts to save the 
Delaware Canal from extinction through de-
ferred maintenance.”

Henriques is a senior fellow at the Center for 
High Impact Philanthropy at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Prior to his appointment at Penn, 
he served as the CFO of the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation in Seattle, and prior to that, 
Dick was the senior vice president of finance 
and corporate controller at Merck & Co.  

Henriques said he is honored and humbled to 
follow Black and to help advance the group’s 
mission to sustainably water the 60 miles of the 
Delaware Canal.  It should be known, he con-
tinued, that in the words of an avid supporter, 
Black remains “Inspirer-in-Chief.”

Continued on page C6

Delaware Canal 
21 announces new 
board chairman 

The arts are alive in Bucks County  Pages C-8 to C14
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*The up to $250 new account cash bonus offer is available on any new Penn Community personal checking account type, as long as the customer meets standard account 
eligibility requirements. The program promotional code must be presented at account opening. To receive the $200 new checking cash bonus, the account must be opened 
with $25 or more and complete one of the following within the first sixty (60) days of account opening: 1) receive qualifying direct deposits totaling $500 or more OR complete 
twenty (20) or more debit card purchase transactions of any amount. Qualifying direct deposits are defined as recurring electronic deposits of payroll, Social Security, 
pension, government benefits or other eligible regular monthly income. To earn an additional $50 cash bonus, checking bonus offer requirements must be met, and must 
1) open a new Statement Savings, Common Cents Savings or Ultra Money Market account with standard account minimum opening deposit or more at the same time as 
qualifying checking account, and 2) maintain the account minimum daily balance for 60 days from account opening. Minimum balance to open and minimum daily balance to 
earn annual percentage yield and avoid monthly service fee for Statement Savings and Common Cents Savings accounts is $100; for Ultra Money Market account is $1,000. 
Standard savings and money market account requirements and transaction restrictions will apply. Interest rates are variable and subject to change.New account bonus(es) 
will be deposited to the checking account within 45 days after meeting offer requirements. New account bonus offer available to new checking customers only. Must not 
have closed a checking account within the preceding twelve (12) months or received a prior new checking account incentive. Limit one bonus offer per household. If multiple 
accounts are opened with the same signer, only one account will be eligible for the bonus. Account must be open, active and in good standing at time of incentive fulfillment 
to receive bonus(es). If account is closed within six (6) months from date of opening, early termination fee may apply, and amount of new account bonus received will be 
debited from final account balance. All bonuses are subject to 1099 reporting. New account cash bonus offer not available for business accounts. Offer expires April 15, 
2021. Information accurate as of February 1, 2021 and subject to change without notice. Offer may be modified or withdrawn at any time. All standard account requirements 
apply. Subject to approval. Fees may reduce earnings. Ask for full details. Member FDIC.

Learn how to get your $250 at 
PennCommunityBank.com/NPBonus.
Use offer code: WinterBonus.

Camille Granito Mancuso: Chatterbox                                                                                    A hug in a flurry
There’s always so much we need 

to talk about, so much to under-
stand. Understanding cannot come 
without sharing. It’s very difficult 
to feel something as deeply as 
someone going through it feels it. 
That comes from energy … human 
energy.

One of the things I learned was 
the power of a hug. Yeah, we 
know, we’re a bunch of snow-
flakes. Well, guess what? Snow-
flakes are exactly like people. First, 
there are no two exactly alike. 
How about that?  Secondly, each 

is beautiful in its own way. Also, 
each is temporary.  We’re here 
momentarily, respective of our 
time frame; we make our mark, 
serve our purpose and we’re gone. 
No one knows exactly where we 
go, nor do we know when we’ll go, 
but sooner or later, we fade out of 
existence having shared our beauty 
and the impact we bring with our 
life – good, bad and fleeting. Still, 
while we’re here, like snowflakes, 
we have a purpose and place in 
history regardless of who likes us 
or not. So, yes, in a way, we are all 

snowflakes.
Hugs warm us up from the out-

side in and back again and, lately, 
we human snowflakes haven’t 
been getting hugged enough. I’ve 
seen people on videos wrapping 
themselves in garbage bags so they 
could hug their mothers and fathers 
and the other loved ones they’ve 
been missing … and we’ve all 
been missing someone.

Many of us have learned how to 
manage Skype or Zoom meetings 
just to be with the people we’re 
missing. I attended a Zoom gath-

ering for my girlfriend’s birthday 
this past November. It was better 
than nothing. My family has them 
for every birthday, and they give 
us a chance to be together, but the 
hugs are virtual … it’s like taking a 
lovely summer swim, in your coat!

The power of the human touch 
isn’t limited to humans either. 
Animals embrace their young and 
not just primates either. Okay, so 
a giraffe’s long neck and no arms 
may present problems but they still 
manage. From polar bears to puppy 
dogs, touch and embracing is a 

necessity.
My grandsons give me virtual 

hugs when I see them, but every 
once in a while they just can’t 
resist to running over and wrapping 
themselves up in my arms (we’re 
all quarantining so it’s fairly safe 
when we wear our masks and laun-
der our clothes). It’s rare but the 
need seems to overwhelm them.  
Touch, hugs, the comfort we ex-
change when we feel each other’s 
heartbeat ... it’s essential.

These days, during a birth, 
babies are immediately placed skin 
to skin on their mother’s chest. 
Dad’s get in on skin time too. It’s 
been reported to have saved dying 
infants on more than one occasion. 
What is the mystery exchange? 
Body heat, of course, but it has to 
be more than that. We’ve all felt it. 
It’s the hug itself.

Too late for my older kids, I 
learned real hug power. When my 
youngest, my nephews and, even-
tually, my grandchildren would 
cry, I would tell them to hug me 
and put all their sadness into me. 
I’d tell them because I was older I 
could handle it. They would. Then, 
they would feel better.

When my young grandson 
would get cranky at night, I would 
take him to the big rocking chair 
in the spare room and hug him. 
We would sing a little tune and 
rock. He’s 9 now. Often, he’ll sing 
that song to me and ask me if I 
remember when I would rock him 
to sleep.  It’s amazing that he can 
remember it from such a young 
age, ah, but the hugging … that’s 
what made it stick.

Quarantine is getting to be a real 
social issue. Puppies don’t know 
what strangers coming and going 
means. Small children are missing 
lots of smiles and kisses. Newborns 
are dependent solely on parents for 
face-reading skill development. 
Adults, well, we’re just plain going 
stir-crazy. Of all things, though, 
whether we realize it or not, it’s the 
power of the hug we’re missing.  
These days, the real necessity of 
them is what we’re coming to 
understand … far too clearly, and 
it is real.

If there’s nothing good we can 
say about this epidemic, and there’s 
nearly nothing, at least we can say 
we’ve found new mettle, some 
discipline, and the value of holding 
our loved ones close, quite literally.

When this quarantine is over, 
there will be hugs to pay back 
for all those missed and, then, we 
snowflakes are going to make a 
blizzard.

CB East educator 
named contributing 
teacher for Library 
of Congress

National History Day (NHD) has 
selected Central Bucks High School 
East teacher Chris Johnson as one of 
only 15 educators to create a valu-
able new classroom resource. 

The student guides will be the 
newest addition to the wealth of 
materials provided by the Library 
of Congress Teaching with Prima-
ry Sources (TPS) Consortium for 
educators in the United States and 
around the world.

Over the next several months, 
Johnson and the cohort of contrib-
utors will work directly with NHD 
and Library of Congress staff to 
write and test a series of five stu-
dent guides based on the five NHD 
project categories: documentary, 
exhibit, paper, performance, and 
website. The guides will help stu-
dents find, analyze, and integrate 
primary sources from the Library of 
Congress into their NHD projects. 
Johnson’s experience will include 
advanced virtual training with the 

Library of Congress and its TPS 
partners. Upon the guides’ comple-
tion, NHD will distribute the series 
online.

The cohort of 15 teachers will 
begin its work with National His-
tory Day and Library of Congress 
staff immediately. The educators 
chosen for the program represent 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Massachu-
setts, Nebraska, New Mexico, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, 
Virginia, Washington and Wiscon-
sin.

KidsPeace Foundation 
welcomes trustees

The KidsPeace Foundation has 
named three new members to its 
board of trustees. 

The new trustees are Dr. Scott 
Reines of New Hope, Sandra Kerr 
of Pipersville and Regina Thomp-
son of Fayetteville, N.C.

Reines and Kerr also serve as 
members of KidsPeace’s national 
board of directors, while Thomp-
son is a member and past chair of 
the KidsPeace Fayetteville board of 
associates.

Reines is a board-certified physi-
cian, pharmaceutical research scien-
tist and executive. He served in lead-
ership roles at Johnson & Johnson 
and Merck Laboratories, and cur-
rently consults with a variety of bio-
tech, pharmaceutical, and venture 
capital organizations. Reines joined 
the KidsPeace board of directors in 
2010 and serves as its chair.

Kerr previously was executive di-
rector of promotions and advertising 
review for Merck & Co.; she also 
served in similar roles at Johnson 
& Johnson and Upjohn. In addition 
to her work with KidsPeace, Kerr is 
a trained disaster relief caseworker 
for the American Red Cross, and a 
volunteer with Point Pleasant Fire 
Company #1 and Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania. Kerr joined the KidsPeace 
board of directors in 2018.

Thompson is a small business 
owner and entrepreneur who also 
has devoted her time and talents to 
several community nonprofit groups 
in the Fayetteville area. In 2016 she 
joined the KidsPeace Fayetteville 
board of associates, and has led the 
group to success in raising financial 
and in-kind donations along with 

awareness of the need for loving 
homes for youth in the community.

Bucks Country 
Gentlemen give award 
to musical director

The Bucks County Country Gen-
tlemen barbershop chapter award-
ed its annual Barbershopper of the 
Year (BOTY) award to Stephanie 
Brictson, musical director of the 
chapter.

The BOTY award is presented 
each year to the member who has 
made contributions to the life of the 
chapter that exceed expectations 
and have a profound impact on the 
members and the continuing suc-
cess of the chapter and chorus.

The award recognized Brictson’s 
successful efforts in continuing the 
musical growth and development of 
the chorus during a year in which 
in-person meetings were greatly 
limited.

In weekly Zoom meetings, she 
taught vocal production skills, in-
troduced new music, and sustained 
members’ involvement in the im-
provement of their individual per-

formance. She involved musical 
coaches and teachers in online in-
structional sessions.

In recent months she directed 
occasional outdoor meetings while 
maintaining safe COVID-19 prac-
tices. She effectively overcame the 
difficulties and limitations of virtual 
instruction (even after her recent re-
location to Hawaii) while engaging 
chorus members with her enthusi-
asm and positive approach.

Brictson has directed the Country 
Gentlemen chorus since 2015, suc-
ceeding her father, Chuck Lower, 
after service for several years as as-
sociate director. She is an associate 
member of the Barbershop Harmo-
ny Society and is also musical direc-
tor of the Jersey Sound Sweet Ade-
line Chorus. A certified director in 
Sweet Adelines, she was designated 
Master Director in 2012. She sang 
tenor in four championship quartets 
in Sweet Adeline Region 15. 

The Bucks County Country Gen-
tlemen, an a cappella chorus repre-
senting the Bucks County Chapter 
of the Barbershop Harmony Soci-
ety, will continue to meet virtually 
each week until in-person meetings 
are possible.



February 25, 2021   Bucks County Herald    Page A3 (3)

Supporter: $50        Advocate: $100        Champion: $250        Sustainer: $500        Angel: $1,000+        Other 

Check enclosed.  Please make payable to The Herald Foundation, and mail this form to: P.O. Box 685, Lahaska, PA  18931.

Friends of the Herald: Community Journalism Fund Donation Form
We thank the following Friends of the Herald 

for their generous donations to our 
Community Journalism Fund this week:

All contributions are fully tax-deductible.

I/we want to keep local journalism alive!  Enclosed is our tax-deductible donation of:

When local journalism thrives, democracy flourishes.

Communities are stronger, safer and healthier. 

We have a place to tell our stories and celebrate our fellow citizens.

The Friends of the Herald are keeping local journalism alive in our community. Join us.

Local government bodies have greater accountability. 

There’s a home for local sports and community life.

Pam & David Anderson, Riegelsville

Ellen & Ted Atkinson, Rushland

Robert Byrne, Lantana, FL

Florence & Robert Dolceamore, Doylestown

Robert Gosselin, Morrisville

Cathy Holliday, Hatfield

William Richardson Blair, Quakertown

Robert Rogala, Doylestown

Anonymous (1) 

Business Friends of the Herald

Brown Dog Design

Ghost Tours of New Hope

SCAN to DONATE

Educator’s vision for cancer center finds home in Bucks 
Nonprofit seeks additional $100,000 Founding Partners

A 5,000-square-foot location 
at Heritage Center in Bucking-
ham across from Fox Chase Can-
cer Center will be home of The 
Corinne Sikora Wellness and 
Support Center. 

The center will welcome any-
one battling cancer, regardless 
of where they are receiving treat-
ment, along with their family and 
caregivers. The center will be a 
place where patients can have 
their nonmedical – yet critical – 
emotional, physical, social and 
lifestyle needs met throughout 
their journey of treatment, recov-
ery and beyond. A wide variety of 
free holistic and integrative ser-
vices, including nutrition classes, 
support groups, book clubs, acu-
puncture, energy treatment, coun-
seling, yoga and fitness will be 
offered in this relaxing, tranquil 
environment.

While the center’s launch bud-
get exceeds $350,000, Pine2Pink/
Main St. Missions and Green 
Street Real Estate have pledged 
$200,000 to the project. Designa-
tions for Founding Partners still 
exist for those interested in com-
mitting $100,000 or more to this 
community driven project.

The founding members of the 
center are Corinne Sikora, Alyssa 
Walloff, Keith Fenimore, Kristi-
na Fenimore and Marianne Fen-
imore. Additionally, Dr. Shelly 
Hayes, associate professor of 
radiation oncology at Fox Chase 
Cancer Center and director, Fox 
Chase Cancer Center Bucking-
ham, and Dr. Cynthia Bergman, 
department surgical oncology 
director, are founding members 
and consultants. Richard Lyons, 
owner of Green Street, and Frank 
Lombardo, managing partner of 

Green Street, are overseeing the 
center’s construction and design.

As she was battling both breast 
and brain cancer, local resident 
Corinne Sikora had a wish for one 
comprehensive place for those 
in the cancer community to find 
emotional and physical support. 
She envisioned a warm, welcom-
ing, communal wellness and sup-
port center as a retreat for people 
at all stages of their cancer jour-
ney. Before Sikora, a wife and 
mother, passed on Nov. 25, 2020, 
she shared these thoughts with her 

good friend, Alyssa Walloff, and 
asked Walloff to pass her vision 
on to Keith Fenimore,  founder 
and executive director of Pine-
2Pink and Main Street Missions.

“It was overwhelming to get 
the message from Corinne via 
Alyssa. For us to be hand-picked 
to shepherd this vision was equal 
parts humbling and terrifying. 
This is a large-scale endeavor, but 
the up side of its success means 
people’s lives in our community 
will be made better, and that’s an 
undeniably powerful notion, and 

one we just had to pursue, both for 
Corinne and for our community,” 
said Keith and Kristina Fenimore.

The Fenimores have set up a 
nonprofit entity that will run the 
center under the name Main Street 
Missions. Channels will soon be 
put in place so all local medical 
providers and health care institu-
tions in the area can work in con-
cert with the Main Street Mission 
team to ensure every local cancer 
patient is aware of the center and 
the center is accessible to every 
local cancer patient in need. 

In addition to financial support, 
many people in the community 
have already stepped up to help 
offset costs by donating services 
and resources. The center is seek-
ing experts and practitioners who 
can help round out an already ro-
bust programmatic offering. 

To learn more, donate or to 
contact Main St. Missions, visit 
pine2pink.org. There you’ll find a 
“Get Involved” option as well as 
a designated PayPal donation op-
tion on the site to accept any and 
all financial contributions for the 
center. Checks may also be mailed 
to P.O. Box 307, Doylestown, Pa. 
18901.

 Chris Ruvo

There are scammers afoot, and 
they’re looking to prey upon some 
of Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable, 
including those in Bucks County.

State officials are warning com-
monwealth residents to be leery of 
potential fraud attempts that aim 
to take advantage of unemployed 
Pennsylvanians.

Due to economic fallout from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, both the na-
tional and Pennsylvania unemploy-

ment rates remain elevated above 
6%, data shows.

With federal authorities stepping 
up relief to the unemployed, scam-
mers are keen to tap into the funding 
source by scheming unsuspecting 
people, authorities relate.

The state says that, in an effort 
to create fraudulent unemployment 
program claims or to log into ex-
isting claims to redirect payments, 
fraudsters are laboring to steal indi-
viduals’ user names, passwords, un-
employment Personal Identification 

Numbers (PINs) and Social Security 
numbers.

Often, the ne’er-do-wells are re-
lying on digital-driven subterfuge 
to snare unsuspecting victims by 
plying phishing or spoofing scams, 
authorities say.

Phishing refers to the fraudulent 
practice of sending emails purport-
ing to be from reputable companies/
sources in order to induce individu-
als to reveal personal information, 
such as passwords and credit card 
numbers.

Spoofing is when someone dis-
guises an email address, sender 
name, phone number, or website 
URL—often just by changing one 
letter, symbol, or number—to con-
vince you that you are interacting 
with a trusted source.

“Criminals count on being able 
to manipulate you into believing 
that these spoofed communications 
are real, which can lead you to 
download malicious software, send 
money, or disclose personal, finan-
cial, or other sensitive information,” 
according to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

Commonwealth officials say that 
would-be fraud perpetrators are 
contacting intended victims through 
phone calls, emails, texts and social 
media messaging.

Often, the crooks are posing as 
members of the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Labor and Industry 
(L&I) or other government entities 
or groups, saying that their intention 
is to help claimants with issues. The 
real goal, however, is to gain the in-
tended victim’s personal and confi-
dential information.

Scammers are also pretending 
to be unemployment claimants on 
Facebook or Twitter, and then offer-

ing to help real unemployed people 
with their unemployment claim is-
sues via phone discussions or email 
correspondence. Again, though, the 
objective is to steal the legitimate 
unemployed individual’s personal 
information for criminal purposes, 
authorities say.

Officials say it’s critical to be 
aware that L&I never contacts any-
one and asks for their username, 
password, PIN or full Social Securi-
ty number. Additionally, L&I does 
not communicate with claimants 
over social media and the only valid 
email addresses to contact Pennsyl-
vania’s Unemployment Compen-
sation Service Center are uchelp@
pa.gov and ucpua@pa.gov.

One more thing, officials say: Be 
sharp to unemployment fraud at-
tempts that indicate you have been a 
victim of identity theft. L&I officials 
say anyone who received a 1099-G 
form for unemployment benefits 
they did not apply for is likely the 
victim of a widespread national un-
employment fraud issue and should 
take the necessary steps to report the 
fraud and protect their information.

Additional information about 
these fraud threats is available at dli.
pa.gov.

Unemployed Pennsylvanians must be leery of fraud attempts

Freda R. Savana  

In an effort to help Bucks County 
residents in need of social services, 
officials recently opened what’s be-
ing called The Hub.

On the first floor of the Bucks 
County Administration Center at 
55 E. Court Street in Doylestown, 
The Hub is open for phone calls 
and walk-in visit from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

The new service provides a cen-
tralized place for those looking for 
information on issues ranging from 

substance abuse and domestic vio-
lence to aging matters, said Diane 
Ellis-Marseglia, chair of the county 
commissioners. 

“The goal is, this is a one-stop 
shop. You call here and you’re go-
ing to get the right referral,” she 
said, during the center’s opening.

Bucks’ director of human ser-
vices, Rachael Neff, said the public 
now has a single place it can call or 
visit to find answers to many social 
service-related questions and con-
cerns.

“Whether you’re trying to get 

support for an older adult, or try-
ing to connect your child to mental 
health services, or if you’re experi-
encing food or income insecurity, 
coming to the Hub means you can 
get put on the right path,” said Neff.

A staff member will be available 
fulltime to help residents connect 
with county programs  such as the 
Area Agency on Aging and Bucks 
County Children and Youth Ser-
vices, as well as partners such as 
the Central Bucks YMCA and the 
Bucks County Opportunity Coun-
cil. 

Bucks County launches new social services effort

GEORGE WALLOFF

From left are: Frank Lombardo, Kristina Fenimore, Marianne Fenimore, Keith Fenimore, Alyssa Wall-
off, Dr. Shelly Hayes and Matt Sikora. Not pictured is Dr. Cynthia Bergman. 
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At God’s Mountain Recovery Center, we offer faith-based/
spiritual recovery. Our treatment program caters to the unique needs 
of women struggling with substance abuse.  We offer a safe, nur-
turing, and distraction-free environment for women to begin their 
road to recovery. Our staff will assess the spiritual goals and needs 
of each client living at the House of Hope.  Our residential facility 
has 24- hour supervision and is fully staffed with masters-level cli-
nicians to meet the needs of our clients. 

Faith-based/Spiritual Support Program weekly offerings:

AA and NA meetings
Small Groups
Church Services
Chapel
Prayer Groups
Pastoral and Spiritual   
   counseling
Testimonials

Engaging Speakers
Volunteer work
Art therapy
CBT-cognitive behavioral 
   therapy
Trauma
DBT-dialectal behavioral 
   therapy

Relapse Prevention
12-step groups
Aromatherapy
Meditation/Mindfulness
Music Therapy
Recovery with children 
Trauma Therapy Yoga

CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
94 ADAMS DR WAYMART PA 18472

info@godsmountainrecovery.com
Toll Free Telephone (877) 463-7686

Several internationally promi-
nent figures from the stage, film 
and vocal music world are joining 
the nonprofit Oscar Hammerstein 
Museum and Theatre Education 
Center (OHMTEC) as Honorary 
Advisory Board members in sup-
port of the museum.

Musical theater and Hollywood 
icon Shirley Jones, actress and au-
thor Mariel Hemingway, English 
actor and performer Gerald Dick-
ens and National Medal of Arts 
recipient and Grammy-nominated 
composer Dr. Morten Lauridsen 
will form the core of the muse-
um’s honorary board of directors. 

“That these artists, known 
and respected around the world, 
would lend their voices in support 
of the Oscar Hammerstein Muse-
um and Theatre Education Center 
is a reflection of the depth of im-
pact that Oscar Hammerstein, the 
lyricist and the man, had on the 
world and the importance of pre-
serving and sharing his legacy,” 
said board President Greg Roth.

“I owe my career to Oscar 
Hammerstein,” Jones said. “He 

and Richard Rodgers gave me my 
first job: the role of Laurie in the 
motion picture version of ‘Okla-
homa!’ I loved Oscar and am hon-
ored to support the preservation 
of his home and the creation of 
the Oscar Hammerstein Museum 
and Theatre Education Center...”

Actress, author and film and 
television producer Mariel Hem-
ingway is the granddaughter of 
Nobel Prize-laureate novelist Er-
nest Hemingway. “Coming from 
a family of creatives, the arts are 

incredibly important to me, not 
to mention my family, and to my 
outlook on life,” said Heming-
way. “Part of our sense of history 
comes from our connection to art 
in all of its forms.”

Hemingway began acting at age 
14. The author of three books, she 
is a health advocate who has spent 
a lifetime studying how mental 
and physical health are linked.

Gerald Dickens is an English 
actor, director and producer. He 
is best known for his one-man 

shows based on the novels of his 
great-great-grandfather, the au-
thor Charles Dickens. He reflects 
fondly on his time performing in 
“Oklahoma!” and is eager to see 
Hammerstein’s home retained as 
a place of theater education for 
future generations.

Lauridsen’s music occupies a 
permanent place in the standard 
vocal repertoire of the 21st cen-
tury. His eight vocal cycles, in-
strumental works, art songs and 
series of sacred Latin motets are 

performed throughout the world 
and have been recorded on over 
200 CDs.

“I am honored to be on this 
very special board. I have a deep 
connection to this farm,” Laurid-
sen said.

OHMTEC is in the midst of a 
fundraising campaign and has 
been recently awarded a $500,000 
matching grant through the Penn-
sylvania State Redevelopment 
Assistance Capitol Program 
(RACP).

The initial fundraising target, 
which will secure the property 
and ensure its preservation into 
the future, has been set at $2 mil-
lion. Donations of any amount 
are welcome and can be made by 
check, credit card or appreciated 
securities. Special naming oppor-
tunities are also available.

Contact Christine Junker, 
treasurer, for details at hammer-
steinmuseum@gmail.com. To 
contribute to the effort to #Save-
OscarsHome, visit Hammerstein-
Museum.org.

Oscar Hammerstein Museum names honorary board members

Chris Ruvo

David Rivet is calling it a day.
After 44 years in the workforce and 
a decade as Sellersville Borough 
manager, Rivet is heading into re-
tirement at the end of February.

While looking forward to relax-
ing, traveling (once COVID restric-
tions lift) and riding his three-wheel 
motorcycle for fun, Rivet will miss 
his role in running the borough.

“The position of manager is var-
ied and always interesting. I can 
honestly say I have never been 
bored,” said Rivet, who was pub-
lic works commissioner and dep-
uty commissioner for Cattaraugus 
County, N.Y. for nearly 25 years 
before coming to Sellersville.

Members of the Borough Coun-

cil said Rivet has been an excellent 
administrator and wish him the best.

“Dave has been a pleasure to 
work with,” said Lois Dodson, 
Borough Council president. “He 
is approachable and personable, 
knowledgeable and professional. 
He keeps council informed about 
pertinent borough matters and fol-
lows through on tasks. We have 
been very fortunate to have Dave at 
the helm of our borough ship for the 
past 10 years.”

The positive feeling is mutual.
“Council has been wonderful to 

work with and is dedicated to the 
citizens of the borough,” said Rivet, 
who praised his borough colleagues 
too. “We have a small borough 
staff of seven full-time employees, 
including the manager. They work 

hard to do their best to serve the 
community and maintain friendly 
relationships in their interactions.”

Rivet said that some of the 
achievements he’s proud of as 
borough manager include infra-
structural improvements, such as 
resurfacing or reconstructing more 
than a third of the 9.65 miles of 
borough-controlled streets within 
town. Lining sewer lines, replacing 
a pump station on Township Road 
and re-roofing the old fire house 
were other projects to which he 
pointed.

Rivet was borough manager as 
Sellersville officials increased fo-
cus on revitalization efforts. He was 
among the town officials working 
closely with county entities, like 
the Redevelopment Authority of 

the County of Bucks and the Bucks 
County Industrial Development 
Authority, to turn the former U.S. 
Gauge property into a business 
complex, known as the Sellersville 
Business Campus. “The campus 
represents a great opportunity for 
additional commercial and industri-
al development,” said Rivet.

“Since the borough is mostly 
built out, there is limited area for 
additional economic development, 
so the borough will need to revital-
ize what it has in order to grow our 
local economy.”

Rivet certainly wants to see that 
happen. After all, he’s a Sellersville 
resident.

“Sellersville is a nice quiet 
place,” said Rivet. “I plan to contin-
ue to live here.”

After decade of work, Rivet to retire as Sellersville Borough manager

In an effort to “chip away” at the 
number of overdoses each year in 
Falls, the township’s police depart-
ment will begin implementing the 
Falls Township Supporting Recov-
ery Program. 

The co-responder model of po-
licing pairs a certified recovery spe-
cialist with a Falls Township police 
officer for overdose and calls related 
to substance abuse.

Police Chief Nelson Whitney, 
who listed overdoses as one of the 
top causes of death in Falls, said his 
department has been working on the 
effort since September. Falls Town-
ship Police is the first department in 
Bucks County to implement the pro-
gram, he said. 

Since 2010, there have been 854 
overdoses in Falls Township, ac-

cording to Whitney. Of those, 131 
were fatal, he said. While fatal drug 
overdoses have been decreasing, 
Whitney said the number of over-
doses continue to increase. In 2019, 
the department responded to 105 
overdoses and in 2020 handled 123 
overdoses.

“For years we’ve been trying 
to chip away at what we can do to 
make this better,” he said during 
Tuesday’s virtual supervisors meet-
ing. “This kind of next levels it.”

The program is funded complete-
ly through a grant from the Bucks 
County Drug and Alcohol Commis-
sion Inc. As part of the Falls Town-
ship Supporting Recovery Program, 
the commission pays the salaries of 
the Family Service Association of 
Bucks County’s certified recovery 

specialists assigned to work with the 
police department. 

“This is a good thing for Falls 
Township,” supervisors Chairman 
Jeff Dence said.

Supervisors Vice Chairman Jeff 
Boraski echoed the sentiment and 
said Whitney is “passionate” about 
the initiative.

As part of the collaborative effort, 
certified recovery specialists would 
work in Falls full-time hours Mon-
day through Friday. In addition to 
joining police in responding to sub-
stance abuse and overdose-related 
calls, certified recovery specialists 
would provide emergency medical 
care, promote treatment, and pro-
vide follow up focusing on access 
to care, transition in care, support 
for long-term recovery, access to 

health care benefits and providing 
connections to physical health relat-
ed needs.

“All the data indicates that when 
a person is in that moment of crisis 

the best time to connect them with 
treatment is then,” Whitney told the 
Supervisors. “We have high hopes 
that this program will help the peo-
ple suffering in this community.”

Falls police debut Supporting Recovery Program

SHIRLEY 
JONES

MARIEL 
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DR. MORTEN 
LAURIDSEN

Sellersville Borough manager 
David Rivet is retiring.

In an effort to connect constituents 
with their state lawmakers, Conser-
vation Voters of PA and PennFuture 
hosted a joint virtual meet and greet 
Feb. 4, with Rep. Nancy Guenst. 

Guenst, who experienced a histor-
ic win as the first Democrat elected 
to the 152nd District since its cre-
ation in 1969, will serve as vice chair 
of the Pa. House Climate Caucus. 
The district is in Montgomery Coun-
ty and includes Huntingdon Valley.

Guenst said she takes to heart Sid-
ney Sheldon’s words, “Try to leave 
the Earth a better place than when 
you arrived.” Her priority for the re-
gion is cleaner air and water for fu-
ture generations. 

Constituents were able to voice 
their concerns about local environ-
mental issues. PFAS contamination 
of drinking water continues to weigh 
on people’s minds, even as lawmak-
ers continue to fight for more work to 
be done.  Attendees asked questions 
about climate change, environmental 

injustice, and the environmental per-
mitting process.

Donna Kohut, field coordinator 
for PennFuture and Conservation 
Voters of PA, said she was heart-
ened by the conversations because 
there is a great deal of opportunity 
for progress on the environment in 
the commonwealth. 

“Now, more than ever, it’s crucial 
for Pennsylvanians to engage with 
their lawmakers and take part in their 
democracy,” she said. “We are the 
fourth biggest emitter of CO2 in the 
nation. Therefore, we have a respon-
sibility to cut our emissions for the 
sake of future generations. And that 
can be done in a just and equitable 
way that supports our state’s econ-
omy through a focus on renewables 
and investment in our infrastruc-
ture.” 

Sen. Maria Collett was slated to 
join the event, but was pulled back 
into legislative caucus before it be-
gan.

Environmental advocacy groups 
meet with legislator 



Lower Bucks Hospital in 
Bristol held its first COVID-19 
vaccine clinic Tuesday, for 
members of the public who met 
the 1A criteria.

The event served as a histor-
ic day for the hospital as it ad-
ministered the Pfizer vaccine to 
community members of Bucks 
County. To get vaccinated, they 
registered at buckscovid.pow-
erappsportals.usVaccine-Reg-
istration, the Bucks County 
Department of Health (DOH) 
website.

The Bucks County DOH 
screened and sent Lower Bucks 
Hospital the scheduled residents 
who met the 1A criteria. Hos-
pital supplies of the COVID-19 
vaccine are limited.

Phase 1A includes vaccinat-
ing those most at-risk of illness, 
such as health care workers and 
Pennsylvanians living in long-
term care facilities, persons age 
65 and older, and those ages 16-
64 with high-risk conditions.

The clinic vaccinated 225 
community residents on opening 
day and since December 2020 

has fully vaccinated 70% of the 
Lower Bucks Hospital employ-
ees with the Pfizer vaccine.

“We know the community has 
been eager to gain access to the 
vaccine and we are excited to 
expand our services to the Bucks 
residents who meet the 1A crite-
ria,” said Lea Rodriguez, chief 
nursing officer of Lower Bucks 
Hospital.

“We will be administering 
the vaccine as quickly and effi-
ciently as possible, according to 
state and federal guidelines. It is 
a monumental opportunity for 
us to provide hope for our com-
munity, and it will be a process, 
so we ask for the community’s 
continued patience as we pro-
vide vaccines based on supply.”

To learn more about Low-
er Bucks Hospital’s distribu-
tion plan, visit htlowerbuck-
shosp.com/patients-visitors/
covid-19-patient-visitor-infor-
mation.

ED Nurse Holly Kaczmarek 
and Chief Nursing Officer Lea 
Rodriguez.
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Winners for the nonprofit Oscar 
Hammerstein Museum and Theatre 
Education Center’s (OHMTEC) 
International Youth Solo Contest 
were announced Friday evening, 
in a pre-recorded awards ceremony 
broadcast live from Highland Farm.

Three Doylestown students 
claimed victory in the local (Bucks 
County) category.

First place went to Sierra Safran, 
18, a student at Central Bucks West 
High School, who sang “All the 
Things You Are” from the musical 
“Very Warm for May” by Jerome 
Kern and Oscar Hammerstein. Sa-
fran said she chose the song because 
it is her favorite song to sing, and that 
she feels a strong connection with it.

“From the very first time I heard 
the song, I fell in love with it. I just 
think it is so gorgeous and poetic. 
Singing all the lyrics, I just feel so 
connected and grounded, not even 
in a romantic way…but for my fu-
ture and my goals, and all the people 
around me.”

Second place in the Bucks County 
category was won by Helena Badia-
li, 13, a student at Tohickon Middle 
School, for her rendition of “This 
Nearly Was Mine” from “South Pa-
cific” by Richard Rodgers and Ham-
merstein.

Badiali was excited to participate 

in the contest because, “I believe 
preserving historic properties like 
Oscar Hammerstein’s home is very 
important. Some of the most recog-
nizable musicals were written there, 
including shows like ‘Oklahoma!’ 
and ‘South Pacific.’ If we don’t pre-
serve places like this one, future gen-
erations may never get the opportu-
nity to learn about their rich history.”

Third place among the local 
submissions was awarded to Cold 
Spring Elementary School student 
Addison Rogers, 10, who sang “The 
Sound of Music” from Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s musical of the same 
name.

Addison noted that her favorite 
lyric of Hammerstein’s is the last 
line of the song “Edelweiss,” which 

is “Bless my homeland forever.” 
“It’s the last words he ever wrote for 
a musical, and it means a lot to our 
nation and it means a lot to me,” she 
said.

Students from 28 states and two 
from Canada submitted solo entries 
for the contest.

In addition to the winners of the 
local category, Doylestown native 
Taylor Mitchell took first place in the 
college division. Mitchell is a soph-
omore at Elon University majoring 
in musical theater, and a graduate of 
Central Bucks West High School.

She chose to sing the title song 
from “The Sound of Music,” in her 
words, “because to me, that song is 
the epitome of why I love music. Ev-
erything that I want to convey about 

music in words is perfectly captured 
in that song, with its beautiful melo-
dy and lyrics.”

A complete list of winners is be-
low. Soloist videos can be seen at 
hammersteinmuseum.org/finalists 
and on Facebook@hammersteinmu-
seum.

First-place winners will receive a 
cash prize, have the opportunity to 
film their song at Highland Farm and 
receive a voice lesson with Broad-
way performers Justin Guarini (of 
“American Idol” fame) or Andrew 
Polec (Broadway’s “Bat Out of 
Hell”).

Videos of their performances will 
hold a prominent place on the Ham-
merstein Museum website for one 
month each.

A prestigious panel of judges eval-
uated the final round of solo submis-
sions, including Joseph Ohrt, choir 
director for Central Bucks High 
School West in Doylestown; Peter 
Reynolds, head of musical theater, 
Temple University; John Simpkins, 
head of musical theater, Penn State 
University; and Ivy Walz, interim 
associate dean and professor of vocal 
performance at Ithaca College.

Contest sponsors included the 
Bucks County Symphony Orches-
tra (Local Category), Jim and Kelly 
Brexler (Elementary Category), the 
Bucks County Country Gentlemen. 
(Middle School Category), Atlanta, 
Georgia music educator Dale Dun-
can (High School Category) and 
Lyra Lender Services (College Cat-
egory).

Proceeds from the contest bene-
fit The Oscar Hammerstein Muse-
um and Theatre Education Center, 
which is engaged in a fundraising 
campaign to support the nonprofit’s 
ongoing vision to secure Highland 
Farm, Oscar Hammerstein II’s for-
mer home and workplace and realize 
the dream of a museum and theater 
education center on the site in the 
heart of Doylestown. To learn how 
you can make an impact and #Save-
OscarsHome visit HammersteinMu-
seum.org.

Hammerstein International Youth Solo Contest 
winners include four Bucks students

Lower Bucks Hospital hosts its first COVID-19 vaccine clinic

SIERRA SAFRAN HELENA BADIALI ADDISON ROGERS TAYLOR MITCHELL



The Palisades District 
has been fully open        

  
I found the letter from Terry 

Kuntz (Feb. 18) difficult to see. 
The Palisades School District is 
fully open. This misinformation 
is hurtful, harmful, and incorrect. 

Please do not allow misinfor-
mation like this to spread to more 
of the public allowing them to be 
misinformed. Please add some-
thing to your next edition de-
bunking the lies told in this letter 
to the editor. 

Todd Kellman, Ottsville
Science Teacher

Palisades High School
Editor’s Note: See also state-

ment of Superintendent Bridget 
O’Connell on this page. 

Postal Service needs 
attention of Congress

On Feb. 11, I received a Christ-
mas card postmarked December 
28. Checks I sent for two cred-
it card payments and my AAA 
membership have been lost in the 
mail. All were sent well before 
their due dates. 

An insurance bill arrived just 
before it was due and my gas and 
electric bill arrived a week after 
it was due. My sewer service bill 
arrived on the day it was due. 

This gross incompetence hin-
ders this nation’s commerce and 
has been orchestrated by the ap-
pointed head of the U.S. Postal 
Service. Congress needs to work 
with the Biden administration to 
remedy the situation. 

Before federal tax payments 
are due on April 15 at the latest.

Michael Frank, Doylestown

A thrill to see tribute 
to a distant friend

What a thrill to see the photo 
and the  lovely tribute to my dear 
friend, Raymonde Djokic, Jan. 
28. We don’t see each often since 
I moved from New Hope but I 
treasure the times we do and look 
forward to our frequent telephone 
calls. She is a wonderful person 
and always such a delight to 
spend time with. Thanks for mak-
ing my day.

Ruth Hirschfield, 
Pittsboro, N.C. 

Development can be 
managed proactively

Congratulations to Doylestown 
on its shiny new Wawa. Well-lit 
with ample parking and fair-mar-
ket priced fuels. Not only a pro-
ductive use of a dead space but 
a huge improvement over the 
cramped, antiquated venue just up 
the street friom my home. Sole-
bury had the same opportunity. 

But the same NIMBYers who 
killed sections 700 and 800 of 
the Route 202 expressway, which 
would have literally taken thou-
sands of cars a day off of local 
roads, wouldn’t hear of it. All in 
the interest of “keeping develop-
ment out.”.

So now we’re stuck with a 
cramped, antiquated Wawa, a sin-
gle source of fuels with usurious 
prices, and the beginnings of a 
massive planning and execution 
process as to how to reinvent “busi-
ness” 202 through our beautiful 
township to, among other require-
ments, handle five times the traffic 
it was ever anticipated to see.  

Not all development is evil.  I’d 
prefer to see it managed respon-
sibly and proactively. And while 
on the subject of “keeping devel-
opment out,” how did Fenton’s 
Corner happen?  

John W. Jones  
Solebury Township 

  
Local library should be 
part of county system

In the Feb. 18 Herald there is 
an article titled “Library presents 
future goals.” 

A resident, Dennis Mankin, 
makes an important statement ... 
the library has missed the funda-
mental question which must be 
resolved before anything else can 
be considered and that is the na-
ture of the relationship between 
the township, the borough and 
the library, whether it remains in-
dependent or becomes part of the 
borough and township.

Without that determination all 
the issues are premature. This has 
been a problem for me  for a long 
time. This library is independent, 
making its own decisions when 
to open, when to close, what hol-
idays to take.

In the almost one year since the 
pandemic, building access has 
been closed more than open. It 
just re-opened Feb. 9 after being 
closed for well over two months 
while all others including those in 
COVID-19 hot spots have been 
open part time or full time. 

I believe it should be a part of the 
borough and township and within 
the Bucks County Library system.

Al Troglio, New Hope

Hopes for renovation 
respectful of village 

My initial reaction to the an-
nouncement of the plan to restore 
the Stockton Inn was positive, un-
til I read the article in the Herald 
(Feb. 18) and watched the video.

Any injection of human and fi-
nancial capital that would restore 
the physical plant and let the inn 
reopen would be welcome.

The details of the plan, how-
ever, raise several concerns. The 
idea of building a 1,000-seat 
amphitheater seems impractical. 
Where will 500 cars bringing an 
audience park? Does the develop-
er intend to buy another site and 
pave it over for a parking area, as 
was done with the Raven in New 
Hope?  

How will the intersection of 
Bridge and Main streets handle 
the traffic arriving for a perfor-
mance and departing after the per-
formance? Is there adequate water 
and sewerage infrastructure?

The most chilling aspect of the 
developer’s plan is its statement 
that the project aims to take ad-
vantage of the population of 25 
million people who live within a 
100-mile radius. This observation 
is presumably intended to provide 
incentive to potential sources of 
financing for the project. 

The last thing we who love this 
beautiful and magical Brigadoon 
in the midst of sprawling subur-
ban development, traffic and pol-
lution want to see is the arrival of 
even a tiny fraction of that huge 
population. If we wanted to live 
in Orlando, we would move there 
(although that thought this past 
few weeks has occurred to me). 

I would hope that this develop-
er can adapt its vision to a reno-
vation of this inn that is respect-
ful of the village and its physical 
limitations. 

Mitchell Zuckerman 
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Black History Month – 
Big Ben. This photograph 
was taken at the Bucks Coun-
ty Almshouse in Doylestown 
Township. The arrow points 
to the image of freed slave 
Benjamin “Big Ben” Jones. 
He was known as Big Ben 
because of his size; and one 
of his huge shoes is in the 
collection of the Mercer 
Museum in Doylestown. 

The donor of the shoe, 
Lewis H. Clemens, told the 
following story in 1917. 
“Worn by Big Ben, a slave 
who ran away from his 
owner in Maryland and 
came to Solebury Town-
ship where he worked for 
various farmers until found 
by his owner and taken 
back to Maryland. There he 
was severely punished and 
ill-treated until some of his 
Quaker friends of Solebury 
and Buckingham raised 

enough money to buy him 
and bring him north again. 

“He worked among the 
farmers until he grew old 
and disagreeable. He was 
then placed in the Bucks 
County Almshouse and 
remained there until he 
died. He was buried in the 
Potter’s field at the Alms-
house and has no marker.”

History tells us that Ben 
came to Bucks County in 
1826 and was recaptured by 
his former owner in 1837. A 
local movement sprang up 
to gain his freedom and area 
residents eventually raised 
enough money to bring him 
back. He moved into the 
Bucks County Almshouse 
when he was 65 years old 
and died there in 1875.

Source: Bucks County 
Historical Society http://
starweb.mercermuseum.org/

Doylestownhistorical.org

HISTORY LIVES
Jean Rollo, Doylestown Historical Society

Bridget O’Connell

Thank you for allowing 
this submission, which cor-
rects information regarding 
the Palisades School District 
published in a letter to the 
editor in the Bucks County 
Herald (“Think about timing 
for tax payment,” Feb. 18). 

The Palisades School District 
has been open for five days a 
week, in-person instruction 
in grades K-8 beginning on 
Aug. 31, and in grades 9-12 
beginning on Oct. 5. The later 
start for in-person instruction 
at the high school was due to 
COVID-19 related delays in 
material delivery, which impact-
ed the completion of our high 
school science wing renovation. 

Since the beginning of the 
school year our families also 
had the opportunity to select 
a fully remote learning op-
tion staffed with Palisades 
teachers. At this point in the 
school year, 80% of our stu-
dents are in school five days a 
week for in-person instruction 
and 20% are fully online.

School districts across the 
commonwealth are incredibly 
diverse and each district and 
governing school board is or 
was presented with its own set 
of challenges to reopening for 
in-person instruction. Our ability 
to open our doors for five days 
a week, as early as we did, was 
due in part to the allocation of 
much needed COVID-related 
state and federal grant funds, 
the space we had available in 
our buildings to socially dis-
tance, and the state of our well 
maintained school buildings. 

The other part of our success-
ful reopening was due to the 
tireless efforts of a team of Pal-
isades teachers, nurses, support 
staff, parents and administrators 
that were charged with devel-
oping a Health and Safety Plan 
prior to reopening. This team 

relied on the expertise of public 
health experts including, Dr. 
David Damsker, director of the 
Bucks County Department of 
Health (BCDH), state and federal 
health departments, as well as 
our local hospital networks, 
Lehigh Valley Health Network 
and St. Luke’s University Health 
Network and a countywide 
collaboration of educators.

Since July, when the Pali-
sades School Board approved 
the Health and Safety Plan, our 
teachers, nurses, support staff, 
bus drivers, coaches, adminis-
trators, students, parents, and 
the board, with the support 
of the BCDH and the Bucks 
County Intermediate Unit, have 
remained committed to contin-
ually evaluating and improv-
ing how our district operates 
in a world with COVID. 

As a team, Palisades has 
provided meals to students and 
the community, improved our 
instructional practices to meet 
the needs of students partici-
pating in person and online in 
the same classroom, integrat-
ed mental health support for 
students, and refined our process 
for reporting student and em-
ployee COVID cases among 
other things. In addition, our 
community has had many reasons 
to celebrate this year including 
athletic championship wins at 
the league and district levels, 
outstanding musical and theater 
productions, and stellar perfor-
mances in club competitions.

I am grateful to the outstand-
ing Palisades faculty and staff 
that continue to make this year 
of in-person and remote in-
struction possible, our elected 
school board members and the 
community that continue to 
provide support and guidance 
and the partnership we have 
with our local health experts.

Dr. Bridget O’Connell is 
superintendent of the Pal-
isades School District.

Through the pandemic Palisades 
worked to improve instruction   

He called himself a 
talent on loan from God

Rush Limbaugh was born 
on Jan. 12, 1951, in the “Show 
Me” state of Missouri, and he 
certainly showed many Ameri-
cans who were willing to listen 
how to be happy and prosper-
ous in this thing we call life. 

Apparently, many of us did lis-
ten because he had a radio audi-
ence of approximately 32 million 
per week on 650 radio stations 
spread throughout the country. 

A couple of his favorite 
messages  were “No nation ever 
taxed itself into prosperity,”  and 
“If Thomas Jefferson thought 
taxation without representation 
was bad, he should see how it is 
with representation.” His biggest 
appeal was with people who 
leaned conservative, but he also 
had followers with some liberals 
according to my liberal friends.

He referred to himself as talent 
on loan from God and he would 
never get any argument from me 
about that description. His pass-
ing last week will result in talent 
returning to God. With that in 

mind , I would like to thank God 
for the gift of Rush for 70 years, 
and I know he will be missed.

Don Landry, Franconia

A sustaining voice 
for conservatives’ 
grievances, daily

Rush Limbaugh died. In a 
New York Times eulogy, Ben 
Shapiro, an aspiring successor, 
identified Mr. Limbaugh’s major 
accomplishment as giving voice 
to conservatives’ grievance; since 
they owned everything, shouldn’t 
they receive more respect? 

And so to fill that void, Mr. 
Limbaugh castigated everyone 
that wasn’t acceptable White 
America: people of color, people 
with disabilities, people working 
with gender trials, and people 
coming to our shores in search 
of the American dream. Millions 
were entertained by his daily 
three hours of demagoguery. 

The need to feel superior 
runs deep. Wonder if we could 
channel that need into some-
thing that deserves respect?

Wil Kirk, Doylestown 

A radio celebrity with an audience 
of millions has left the airwaves

Susan Bronson captured this wintry image of icicles surrounding a 
Doylestown deck. Snow and ice in February hit the country, north, 
south, east and west, especially hard this year.

Farewell to February
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I am concerned about the plans for 
the expansion of the athletic facility 
at New Hope Solebury High School.

This involves large costs, and a 
hazard that can affect the well-being 
of those using the facilities. On this 
later point, the most important issue 
within the plan is the installation 
of artificial turf, i.e., “Astroturf.” 

The concerns here are not only the 
initial costs, ongoing maintenance, 
and disposal of worn-out synthetic 
turf, but more important, about the 
safety and health of the students and 
others who may be using the fields.  

Synthetic turf has been around 
for a long time. Since its intro-
duction, many organizations have 
written in regard to finding mea-
surable increases in injuries on 
these synthetic fields, vs playing on 
natural grass.  As one example, JC 
Tretter, president of the National 
Football League Players Associ-
ation (NFLPA) provided some 
statistics, which were reported by 
the Associated Press on Sept. 30. T

On synthetic turf, vs natural grass, 
there were 28% more noncontact 
injuries to the lower body, 32% 
more noncontact injuries to the 
knee, and 69% more noncontact 
injuries to the foot and ankle. 

Football is only one sport, but 
more information comes from 
women’s soccer. The 2019 Wom-
en’s World Cup Finals, as reported 
by the Guardian on Aug. 22, 2019, 
were all played on natural grass. This 
occurred after a long fought legal 
battle, initiated by USA Women’s 
soccer, led by Megan Rapinoe.  

In this battle, the organization 
formally complained to FIFA 
that players sustained more in-
juries when playing on artificial 
turf.  FIFA ultimately capitulated, 
and followed the protocol set for 
men’s soccer – where they played 
all games on natural grass.  

There is another injury not 
mentioned by the NFLPA.  This is 
“turf burn,” an abrasion, caused by 
sliding on synthetic turf.  Compared 
to grass, synthetic turf has a higher 
coefficient of friction, and this can 
result in higher heat created during 
sliding, and more skin peeling. 
The open wounds can be large, 
and require cleaning, disinfecting, 

moisturizing, and protection.  
Other issues regarding health 

have been found with artificial turf 
in the past. To cushion falls, crumb 
rubber has been added to the turf. 
Crumb rubber is made from recycled 
automotive tires. In an NBC News 
investigation, dated Oct. 8, 2014, led 
off by Brian Williams, and carried 
out by Stephanie Gosk, they identi-
fied that crumb rubber can contain 
four known carcinogens – arsenic, 
benzine, cadmium and nickel. 

In the NBC News investigation, 
one soccer coach found an inordi-
nate number of female goal tenders 
contracted various forms of cancer.  

In diving for the ball, they 
would often be on the surface 
of the turf, sliding, and while 
doing so, kick up and inhale 
small clouds of crumb rubber.  

As you might expect, the synthetic 
turf manufacturers have worked to 
address issues, such as replacing the 
crumb rubber with other cushion-
ing materials, such as silica and 
others.  Colorants have also been 
reviewed.  These are involved in 
the green polyethylene grass blades, 
painted boundary lines, team logos, 
and other markings. The colorants 
were found to have contained 
lead, heavy metals, and other toxic 
materials, and are being replaced 
by other colorants in newer turf.  

Simply put, are there guaran-
tees today for health and safety?

At New Hope Solebury High 
School, nobody can deny the benefits 
to the development of the students 
who learn the value of teamwork, or 
developing the motivation to self-im-
prove under professional guidance.  

These benefits will manifest 
themselves in their future en-
deavors, and help them carry on 
a healthy lifestyle for the bene-
fit of themselves and others.  

With this as an important 
purpose of athletics, I see more 
downside issues with artificial 
turf, than upside benefits. With 
natural grass on the other hand, 
I see far fewer downsides.  

Why should we allocate and 
spend large amounts of money 
on artificial turf, while potential-
ly taking on unknown risk?

Ron Felix, Solebury

Is artificial turf the best 
cover for a new field?

“Local journalism is a vital 
civic institution. Perhaps above all, 
it provides a check on power and 
a means of exposing corruption 
and incompetence, whether among 
government agencies or corporations.

“In the First Amendment, the 
Founding Fathers gave the free 
press the protection it must have 
to fulfill its essential role in our 
democracy. The press was to serve 
the governed, not the governors.”

– Judge Hugo Black, writing 
for the 6-3 U.S. Supreme Court 

majority that decided 
in favor of the press

After more than 50 years of 
writing for a free and unfettered 
local press, I feel truly fortunate to 
continue my task of informing the 
public. (Actually, more than 50 
years if you consider I wrote for a 
high school column in one of the 
now extinct Philadelphia dailies 
– and, as a high school senior, I 
chalked up a Page One byline in 
my hometown’s newspaper.)

My role as observer has set me 
at the sidelines of history. Although 
my audience is small as compared 
with those whose beats cover the 
country or the world or even space it 
is here in these little pools of people 
that history and its accompanying 
chicanery  and good deeds begin.

It is here in Bucks County I have 
reported on the deeds and misdeeds 
of local school boards, township 
government and state and local 
police. I always did my best to ferret 
out the truth – and that task was 
often very difficult, if not impossible, 
considering the roadblocks officials 
can erect – and they do erect them.  
I do have to say, however, in my 
experience, the good deeds usually 
far outweighed the misdeeds, even 
though the officials who behaved 

badly are more easily recalled 
for their exceptional audacity.  

As a reporter searches for truth 
there’s more cat-and-mouse stuff 
going on than most people realize. 
And the power is generally owned 
by the cat … until milk is spilled 
and the truth emerges. Truth does 
emerge.  Sometimes it reveals a 
damning cover-up. More often it 
uncovers incompetence or facts that 
could be embarrassing for officials. 

(Think Texas Sen. Ted Cruz’s 
hasty return from Mexico during a 
weather crisis in his own backyard. 
His family junket, an escape from 
a sudden freeze that diminished 
power and water supplies for his 
constituents, was an event soundly 
denounced by both political parties. 
Some news person correctly brought 
that to the public’s attention.)

Few people realize the work 
involved in reporting the news. A 
two-vehicle accident, for example, 
requires, first of all, the knowledge 
that it has occurred, then a call to the 
police, to the fire company, ambu-
lance squad and hospital, if involved, 
to confirm the information. Depend-
ing on the circumstances and severity 
of the event, a reporter and photog-
rapher may rush to the scene, fearing 
what they might see and, sometimes, 
carrying the memory of what they 
did see for the rest of their lives.

Now is the time to remind our-
selves and others that it is the free 
press and not fake news that matters. 
There is indeed fake news, more so 
than ever, out there on social media 
platforms, but you won’t find it in 
established newspapers or on long-re-
spected television news programs. 

Reporters for the mainstream 
media go to great lengths to con-
firm facts – and do not present 
them until they are actually veri-
fied, often by several sources. 

Newspapers, stacked and ready to deliver.

As a resident of Hunterdon 
County since the mid-1960s and 
having lived 1/3 mile from the 
Stockton Inn for the past 25 years I 
would love to see the inn renovated, 
well-loved and well-used by this 
community and the broader region.

Certainly, it is a shame that the 
inn has been vacant for as long as 
it has.  As a carpenter I am well 
aware that long-term vacancy 
does no building any favors. 

I have questions on several aspects 
of the proposal (Herald Feb. 18, page 
1). It is true that within 100 miles 
there around 25 million people, 
give or take a few.  It is also true 
that within a stone’s throw there are 
already three other inns – Woolver-
ton Inn, Holly Hedge Estates and 
the Centre Bridge Inn – providing 
rooms, event space and other

Revitalizing The Stockton Inn is 

admirable – implying that Stockton 
Borough needs a rebirth not so.  As I 
walk in town it seems most busi-
nesses are doing okay excepting 
the restaurants, which have been 
impacted by what we all hope is a 
fast-closing chapter namely Covid.   

Adding 17,000 square feet of 
additional rental space raises a few 
questions: Where will these folks 
park their cars? Currently traffic in 
Stockton during summer weekends 
already takes over “center city.”  

Do we really need additional 
impervious coverage in a flood plain? 
Does bringing in high density rental 
housing add to the character of this 
town? What about the impact on 
the Delaware River? The increase 
in the number of river rafters each 
summer has already raised demand 
on local water rescue teams.  

The article states: “For more than 

two decades Avon Road Partners has 
... invested in, founded and operated 
multiple enterprises in the Gaming, 
Technology, Media and Real Estate 
sectors.” It is not unreasonable to 
conclude that: (a) these folks have 
both the funding and the expertise 
and (b) residents wonder about their 
commitment to the communities they 
develop. The broad range of their en-
terprises suggests that this is a major 
corporation whose primary driving 
force is return on its investment rather 
than community commitment.  

Renovating the building is certain-
ly needed, adding 17,000 square feet 
of rental space not so much and the 
implied need for revitalizing adds 
an element of insult to the existing 
community and environment. 

Patric Schretlen, Stockton, N.J. 

Proposed changes to Stockton Inn 
welcomed with reservations 

Denie Mathias

Will and I would like to pub-
licly lend our voice in support 
of Milan Lint and Mitch Ber-
lin’s plans to improve and re-
store The Carversville Inn.  

We think we have a unique per-
spective having owned and operated 
The Carversville Inn for 31 years as 
chef, employers, landlords and part 
of a wonderful community. I could 
speak volumes on what it was like 
to run the inn, but will stick to what 
I think are the most salient points to 
consider taking into account what 
has been written in this forum and 
posted on social media platforms. 

First and foremost, the inn needs 
to be a financially viable business. 
The preservation of the inn as an 
historic building is dependent on 
its being a financially viable busi-
ness … it is as simple as that. 

COVID-19 not withstanding, 
owning and operating a restaurant is a 
challenging business. One has only to 
look at the success rates and longevity 
rates for the industry. For us, the size 
of the kitchen was one of the biggest 
challenges. It is tiny at 400 square feet 
for operating a fine dining establish-
ment. It required a lot of prep and cre-
ativity to put out high quality dinners. 

Those who know Will, saw his 
truck parked behind the inn for an 
inordinate numbers of weekly hours 
for the better part of those 31 years.  
It is highly unlikely anyone would 
want to continue running the inn 
the same way we did. The kitchen 
desperately needs a larger footprint.

When Will and I took over the 
inn, it was a turnkey business. We 
were not required to bring the inn 

up to code. There has been much 
said about this and how it affects 
the building. The inn needs to be 
ADA compliant. That is a daunting 
challenge, structurally and financially. 

ADA improvements would 
include at the least, enlarging 
bathrooms, widening doorways and 
corridors. Code requires “panic” 
doors open outward. There needs 
to be ADA egress and ingress 
access from the parking lot into 
the inn.The list goes on. How great 
it would be if more people would 
likewise, be able to enjoy the inn. 

There are many who have suggest-
ed that with a few cosmetic fixes the 
inn could go on as before. It is going 
to take considerable capital invest-
ment, not only to conform to current 
law but to preserve and protect the inn 
going forward. We sincerely believe 
the community is lucky  Milan and 
Mitch are willing and  able to assume 
this responsibility. It is wishful 
thinking to hope that it can continue 
as it did without significant changes.

This leads into the second 
point of consideration.

Everyone wants to preserve the 
historic integrity of the village. We 
can all agree on that. I would suggest 
though, it should not prevent im-
provements or progress. If that were 
the case, no one in the historic district 
would have car garages, satellite 
dishes, decks,  outdoor compressors. 
Prior to the Civil War, the inn was 
expanded by  approximately 100% 
which is more than a “modest” ex-
pansion. The third floor was added as 
well as the back dining room area and 
floors above. All this was the result 
of having a prosperous and viable 
community. Milan and Mitch are 

proposing  less that a 20%  expansion 
when a 25% increase  is allowed.

If I am to understand correctly, 
one the biggest objections to the 
proposed plan is the demolition of 
the back cottage. That surprised us. 
In all the years we owned the inn, 
we were never able to definitively 
determine that it was an ice house. 

That aside, there is one visible 
wall facing Fleecydale Road that 
might have been part of the orig-
inal outbuilding. There is nothing 
there that has any semblance of an 
ice house. It has two windows, a 
doorway and ironically, a  stove 
pipe chimney in the “ice house.” It 
looks and functions as a cottage. 

Historically the inn was a hotel 
with rooms for rent. The changes 
proposed are historically correct. 
Historically, the stairs were all 
interior stairs. Moving the stairs 
to the interior would visually be 
historically correct, never mind 
safer. The inn is zoned a commercial 
property and the proposed plans are 
adhering to the allowed increased 
footprint and square footage. 

We can’t help but reflect, back 
in the day, would the people in the 
village have objected to the addition 
of the third floor and increasing back 
rooms of the inn or would they have 
applauded the need to adapt and grow 
with the town as a viable business, 
which also employed local residents 
and provided a safe and inclusive 
venue for people to congregate?

Denie and Will Mathias owned 
and operated the Carversville Inn 
for 31 years as the centerpiece of 
the village. They announced last 
spring that it would be sold and the 
inn has been closed ever since.

New Hope for Carversville 

Stuart Lee Friedman

When my name got called 
as a phase 1A candidate to re-
ceive the Moderna vaccine at 
Bucks County Community 
College, I was optimistic.

My first vaccine was scheduled 
at the Bucks County Community 
College Newtown Campus on 
Wednesday, Feb. 17. To fail-proof 
the visit, I took along the note from 
my doctor certifying my phase 1A 
status and a copy of the appoint-
ment I made through Track My 
Solutions, the online portal for AMI 
Expeditionary Healthcare. AMI is 
the technology company contract-
ed by the county to administer the 
logistics of COVID testing and 
vaccination, including scheduling.

Wednesday did not go well. A line 
of cars ahead of me at the campus’ 
entrance were being sequentially 
turned away by campus security. The 
officer paged through his clipboard 
list and said, “I don’t see your name.”

With a confident smile, I showed 
him the appointment from AMI. 
But he shook his head. “Go home,” 
he said. “Wait for an email. You 
didn’t make it on the list, but if you 
qualify, you’ll be rescheduled.”

It is difficult to explain that 
situational moment of depression 
in which something that seems too 
good to be true turns out to be too 
good to be true. Having taken the 
day off from work for the appoint-
ment that wasn’t, nothing on my 
scheduled interfered with the 3½ 
hours I spent on hold with AMI.

The representative explained that 
a software glitch allowed the link I 
received to be shared on social media 
and multiple people showed up that 
should not have been scheduled. 
He told me to wait for an email 
to reschedule. The email never 
came, but I logged in and saw that 
I was rescheduled for the vaccine 
on the 27th notwithstanding.

An email arrived a day later 

asking me to make an appointment. 
I followed the link, curious that I 
was asked to reschedule after being 
rescheduled. The link allowed me to 
create an appointment the next day, 
a full week earlier than the 27th.

After getting the vaccine, I was 
given a vaccine card, but it only 
had the lot number and that day’s 
date on it. The name was left blank 
for me to fill out, and the second 
dose information was also blank. 
When I asked about making the 
critical 28-day booster appoint-
ment, I was told that I would get an 
email inviting me to do so online.

Two days later, I received an 
email, but it mentioned nothing 
about a booster – only that I was 
finally approved for a vaccine. 
Curious, I went online and found 
that my history indicated I “missed” 
the appointment in which I actually 
received the first vaccine dose.

Again, I called AMI. I was 
advised that there was another 
software glitch. They told me 
the “missing” status would go 
away. At 72 hours, it remains.

Digging deeper, I have since 
learned that Pennsylvania require-
ments for COVID-19 vaccine 
providers clearly stipulate ap-
pointment times for second doses 
be designated or scheduled at the 
time the first is administered. The 
CDC has issued similar guidance 
that scheduling the second dose 
be accomplished “immediately 
after the first dose is received.”

I took that information back to the 
campus vaccine clinic, but an AMI 
technician dismissed it as inaccurate 
and I was assured that within 7 to 
10 working days I would receive a 
link to schedule that second dose.

I called AMI about this discrep-
ancy and was told yet a different 
story – that the 28 days referred 
to the window to schedule the 
booster, not receive it. I was told 
people who got the first vaccine in 
January would not get the sec-

ond until at least March, which 
is beyond vaccine manufacture 
guidelines, and that I should expect 
an email to no earlier than March 
9 (12 business days) to see when 
my booster could be scheduled.

After two software glitches 
that both assured me that I had 
an appointment when I did not 
and now insist I did not have an 
appointment when I did, I am asked 
to have confidence in a system 
that will reschedule my booster 
within 7-10 business days yet no 
sooner than 12 business days. 

Stay tuned…
Stuart Lee Friedman of New 

Hope covered the early stages of 
the COVID-19 pandemic for the 
Herald. He gave weekly reports until 
the infections eased in late spring.

Navigating vaccine distribution 
One person’s perspective

Whitman Pharmacy in Bucking-
ham had a supply of vaccine in 
February. Joan Sparks was first in 
line to receive the Moderna vac-
cine at Whitman Pharmacy Feb. 
6. “He gave everyone who got the 
shot a $5 coupon to spend in the 
store.  Brilliant marketing tool on 
his part,” one observer said. The 
pharmacist said he had 1,500 on a 
waiting list at that time.
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While many of us have dis-
covered a new skill or devel-
oped an old one by watching 
videos about interior decorat-
ing, it is interesting to learn 
that the tricks of the trade are 
steeped in our cultural psyche. 

In the middle decades of the 
20th century, specifically the 
post-World War II era, the home 
decoration industry offered 
assistance to customers when it 
came to decorating with objects, 
art and furniture in one’s home. 

During an appraisal event 
recently, I was not surprised 
to find myself reviewing a 
mid-century modern color 
print housed in an inexpensive 
wooden frame complete with 
a cardboard backboard. What 
did surprise me at my appraisal 
event was that the cardboard 
backboard of a framed print had 
an advertisement clearly printed 
on the back with instructions 
about how to hang a picture 
easily and for biggest impact.

The printed advertisement 
image struck me because it was 
so reminiscent of what I had 

been taught when studying to be 
a museum curator in the 1990s. 
The printed backboard advised 
customers to hang pictures in 
groups or multiples. It also 
offered advice about how high or 
low to hang individual pictures. 

The instructions from Reliance 
Industries Inc. of Chicago sug-
gested that when hanging pictures 
of small size that they be hung 
in groups of multiple pictures. 
With an image of a living room 
with a lamp, sofa, and many 
framed pictures hung on a wall, 
the instructions showed an easy-
to-follow way to hang pictures. 

A helpful hint printed in red 
advised customers that pictures 
should be hung at eye level. In 
museums, we call this the “60 
inches center” rule. This meth-
od is widely used in galleries 
and museums when installing 
exhibitions. The 60 inches center 
rule means that a framed picture, 
painting, or print should be hung 
in a position so the center of the 
painting is hung at 60 inches 
from the floor. Since most people 
are comfortable viewing works of 

art at eye level, the 5 feet mark is 
optimum. For gallery goers and 
museum fans, viewing art at eye 
level is pleasing and restrained. 

While the mid-century 
modern frame industry en-
couraged customers to design 
their homes in their own style, 
the materials that they used to 
get the word out – like acidic 
backboards – were helping to 
slowly deteriorate the artwork. 

While the acidic backboards 
of the 1960s would need to be 
replaced later in the 20th cen-

tury, using frames to encourage 
interior decorating is an inexpen-
sive way to brighten up a room. 
For instance, when trying to 
make a statement in a room with 
only small-scale (approximate-
ly 4x6 inches) framed pieces, 
consider placing the pictures 
within a group and group them 

by color, subject matter or style. 
Consider the light sources in 

the room, where the windows are 
located in relation to the walls 
where you want to hang your 
paintings or prints. Keep art out 
of direct sunlight and away from 
radiators, windows, air condi-
tioners. Be sure to allow enough 
resting space – that’s blank wall 
area – around your paintings and 
prints too. This gives the viewer 
time to consider one work of 
art before being introduced to 
another work of art on a wall. 

If you are grouping works of 
art together, they may be hung 
closer together to suggest a group 
or visual relationship. While 
some vintage interior decoration 
rules have grown obsolete, others 
have stood the test of time. 

Dr. Lori Verderame is the 
antiques appraiser on History 
Channel’s “The Curse of Oak 
Island” and weekdays on “The 
Doctor and the Diva.” Dr. Lori 
presents her Antiques Apprais-
al Comedy Show to audiences 
nationwide. VisitDrLoriV.com/
events or call 888-431-1010.

Dr. Lori: Art and Antiques
Be your own interior decorator

Photographs by staff 
at DrLoriV.com

DR. LORI VERDERAME

How to be your own decorator 
picture frame, circa 1960s.

A new book about Perkasie 
Borough combines original 
research, firsthand accounts, 
and primary sources in the 
first narrative account of one 
of Bucks County’s most icon-
ic towns. 

“An American Hometown 
(1683-1945),” researched 
and written by historian Scott 
Bomboy, looks at how Per-
kasie was created by the cigar 
boom in the Victorian age, 
and how it survived losing its 
main business to remain a vi-
tal town through World War 
II.

He is currently at work on 
a companion book that covers 
Perkasie’s post-war period 
until the late 1980s.

Bomboy is a historian and 
preservationist who has writ-
ten frequently about Bucks 
County’s past. He is the ed-
itor-in-chief of the National 
Constitution Center in Phil-
adelphia. He is also current-
ly writing a detailed history 
of Bucks County’s covered 
bridges.

“An American Hometown” 
is available on Shopify and at 
perkasiebook.com. A limited 
number of copies are expect-
ed to be at Chimayo Gallery 
and the Treasure Trove in 
Perkasie.

Bomboy publishes 
new book on 
Perkasie history 

NRCS announces funding for wetland restoration, protection
USDA’s Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) 
in Pennsylvania now has $1.9 
million in funding available 
through the Agricultural Con-

servation Easement Program 
(ACEP) to help private land-
owners, land trusts, and other 
groups wanting to restore and 
protect critical wetlands and 

protect agricultural lands and 
grasslands.

Funding is available for 
both the Agricultural Land 
Easement (ALE) program and 
the Wetland Reserve Ease-
ment (WRE) Program in 2021. 
Through ACEP Agricultural 
Land Easements (ALE), NRCS 
provides funds to eligible en-
tities to purchase permanent 
easements on private work-
ing lands. This program helps 
keep working lands working, 
especially in areas experienc-
ing development pressure. For 
ALE, $1,315,900 in funding is 
available for cooperating/part-
ner entities to preserve agricul-
tural land.

Through ACEP Wetland Re-
serve Easements, NRCS helps 
landowners restore, enhance, 

and protect wetland ecosys-
tems. NRCS and the landowner 
work together to develop a plan 
for the restoration and mainte-
nance of the permanent ease-
ment. For WRE, $642,000.00 
is available for private land-
owners to preserve and restore 
wetland habitat across Penn-
sylvania.

Applications for both ALE 
and WRE are due no later than 
March 1 to be considered for 
funding in 2021.

Landowners interested in 
wetland reserve easements and 
partners interested in agricul-
tural land easements should 
contact their local USDA ser-
vice center. For a map of loca 
service centers, visit nrcs.usda.
gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/na-
tional/contact/local/. 

Upper Bucks homeless 
shelter seeks volunteers

Volunteers are needed to sup-
port the mission of the Advocates 
for the Homeless of Upper Bucks 
(AHUB).  

AHUB is a nonprofit organi-
zation that serves the needs of 
the homeless of the Quakertown, 
Pennridge and the Palisades ar-
eas. One program under AHUB 
is a volunteer staffed community 
ministry called Code Blue, which 
provides shelter and a warm bed 
and meal to the homeless of Up-

per Bucks County on cold winter 
nights when the temperature is 26 
degrees or below. 

 This homeless shelter is lo-
cated at the Masonic Lodge in 
downtown Quakertown.  Volun-
teer opportunities include: shelter 
admissions staff, overnight staff, 
morning aide and more.  Season 
runs from Nov. 15 to April 15. 

Contact ahubpa@gmail.com 
to learn about opportunities or 
call 215-536-5166 (email is pre-
ferred). 

Please join us in saluting 
the Business Friends of the Herald

Their generous support of local journalism 

is helping our community to stay informed, 

strong and connected.

To make your company’s tax-deductible donation, 
visit buckscountyherald.com/donate

or call 215-794-1096.

Champions 
Penn Wealth Planning

Benefactors 
ABCA Design 
Addison Wolfe Real Estate
American Heritage Credit Union 
Bucks Country Gardens 
Dementia Society of America
Fred Beans Automotive Group
The First National Bank and Trust   
   Company of Newtown
Kurfiss Sotheby’s
    International Realty
Daniel J. Leuzzi, Kurfiss Sotheby’s  
    International Realty        
Peddler’s Village
Professional Landscape Services, Inc. 

Advocates 
Bucks Beautiful
Bugajewski Facility Services
Carter van Dyke Associates, Inc.
Class Harlan Real Estate

Dontech Inc.
Heath’s Service Inc. 
Heritage Conservancy
Penn Community Bank
Phillips’ Mill Community Assoc.
Renvyle Partners
Stockton Fine Wines
The Living Earth
Tinicum Together
Twin Rivertown Projects Inc. 
Van Horn McDonough Funeral Home
Walkers & Associates 

Partners 
Artsbridge
Baldwin Publishing
Basil Bandwagon Natural Market
Blue Skies Above Photography
Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve
Brown Dog Design 
Bucks County Playhouse
Carroll Engineering Corporation
Conti PHL Group LLC
CMIT Solutions of Central Bucks 

Doylestown Farmers Market
DVC Financial Services
Friends of the Bucks County 
    Children’s Museum 
Furia Rubel Communications Inc.
HollyHedge & 1470 House
Hutchinson, Gillahan & Freeh, PC
Jane Ramsey Fine Art
Keystone Tree Experts
Lenape Chamber Ensemble 
Lenape Valley Foundation
Mile View Farm
Music Mountain Theatre
Pebble Hill Custom Builders, Inc.
Penn’s Grant Realty Corporation
Phoenix Art Supplies and Framing
QNB Bank
Riegel Federal Credit Union 
Silverman Gallery of Bucks
    County Impressionist Art

Supporters 
Angel’s Cards & Gifts
Artcraft Shoe Repair

Artefact Architectural Antiques
Bucks for Kids
Bucks County Foodshed Alliance 
Capital Insurance & Investment     
    Planning, Inc.
Cookery Ware Shop
Delaware Valley Fire Museum
Doylestown Historical Society
Ghost Tours of New Hope 
Gracious Living Interiors
Gratz Gallery
Hellerick’s Family Farm
Hugh A. Marshall Landscape    
    Contractor Inc.
Immersion Technology Inc.
K & R Auto Sales, Inc. 
Keep on Cutting Hair Salon
Relationships Photography
Roxy Therapy Dogs 
Solebury Plumbing & Heating
VoiceMatters, LLC
Weidel Realtors, Steven Walny
Wrightstown Friends Meeting
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Chart a course to a sunnier future at Southampton Estates, a premier Acts 
Retirement-Life Community in Pennsylvania. Here you’ll find gracious living 
options, superb on-campus amenities and the worry-free lifestyle you need to 
start making marvelous new memories with great new friends. Best of all, with 
Acts Life Care® you’ll enjoy knowing that a plan is in place and your nest egg 
is protected if your needs ever change. Call us today to find out how you can 
celebrate the good life at Southampton Estates.

(267) 996-5924  |  AboutActs.com/Herald

This Way To  
Bright Tomorrows

Living life and looking ahead

Freda R. Savana

A minister with The Universal 
Life Church Ministries recent-
ly filed a federal lawsuit against 
Bucks County, claiming an of-
ficial with the Register of Wills 
said he was not properly qualified 
to have a marriage legally recog-
nized in the county.

The Rev. Stephen H. Moser, 
a Falls Township minister who 
was ordained via the  Internet 
by ULCM, alleged the county 

last year denied him his religious 
freedom by asserting he could not 
legally officiate a wedding service 
because of his online certification.

 Linda Brobin, Bucks County’s 
register of wills and clerk of the 
Orphans’ Court, said her office 
has long accepted such marriages.

“The clerk’s policy is and has 
been to leave it up to the couple 
seeking matrimony to determine 
if their officiant is qualified to 
perform marriages. If the offici-
ant is acceptable to the couple, 

then Bucks County will accept the 
marriage as valid,” Brobin said, in 
a statement.

Since Jan. 1, Bucks County has 
granted 303 marriage licenses for 
which the officiant was designat-
ed as a Universal Life Church  
minister, according to county of-
ficials.

The lawsuit was filed in the 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania.

Editor’s Note: The Bucks 
County Register of Wills and Or-

phans Court office issued the fol-
lowing statement Feb. 18: “On 
February 17, 2021, the Bucks 
County Courier Times published 
an online story incorrectly in-
dicating that the office of the 
Bucks County Clerk of Orphans’ 
Court (“Clerk”) would not rec-
ognize marriages solemnized by 
persons ordained through the In-
ternet.   

“The Courier Times has been 
misinformed.  The clerk and her 
predecessors have long accept-

ed and will continue to accept 
marriages performed by persons 
ordained via the internet.  The 
clerk’s policy is and has been to 
leave it up to the couple seek-
ing matrimony to determine if 
their officiant is qualified to per-
form marriages.  If the officiant 
is acceptable to the couple, then 
Bucks County will accept the 
marriage as valid.  Pennsylvania 
and Bucks County even recognize 
certain self-uniting marriages that 
do not involve an officiant.”

Minister ordained by online ministry sues Bucks County 

Barrie-John Murphy

Springfield residents will be 
coughing up more for police cov-
erage if the governor’s police fees 
proposal becomes reality.

Taxpayers already fund the 
four-man police force, but each 
would pay an additional $8.69 an-
nual fee for state police coverage. 
The township relies on state po-

lice, based in Dublin, to cover the 
overnight shift.

The police fees, outlined in the 
2021 state budget, are calculated 
according to local police barracks 
operating costs, and vary depend-
ing on each municipality’s cov-
erage. Nockamixon and Durham 
taxpayers would be hit with a 
$17.39 annual fee because those 
townships rely on full-time cov-

erage. 
Gov. Tom Wolf’s funding for-

mula also takes into account me-
dian household income levels for 
each municipality, all designed to 
raise $168 million for the force, 
which has lacked a reliable reve-
nue stream since a cap was placed 
on the amount it could draw from 
the Motor License Fund. 

Springfield police labor costs 

have steadily risen from $584,000 
in 2016 to $674,000 under the 
2021 budget. Together, police and 
road crew costs accounted for half 
the budget costs this year. Supervi-
sors rejected a proposal for closer 
oversight of police daily activities 
in 2018, and the board has stood 
solidly by its department despite 
nationwide calls for a reduction 
and reallocation of police force 

funding.
Uniformed and nonuniformed 

employees received 3% raises 
during the township’s annual bud-
get adoption meeting, but bonuses 
were dropped across the board. 

Commenting on the rising labor 
costs, Supervisor Pete Kade said, 
“We’re just digging ourselves into 
a deeper and deeper hole, spend-
ing money we don’t have.” 

State police coverage may cost more in 2021

Now really is the time to appreci-
ate the great outdoors.  

For 30 years, Bucks Beautiful has 
worked to enhance the landscape 
for residents and visitors alike by 
beautifying towns, schools, parks, 
roadsides and pathways throughout 
Bucks County.

The nonprofit coordinates 
events, community projects, educa-
tional programs, and partnerships 
to develop sustainable yet attractive 
plantings to foster a healthier envi-
ronment. During this unsettling era, 

appealing plants and colorful gar-
dens uplift the spirit.

“As we all spend more time lo-
cally, please enjoy inspired gar-
dens and sustainable plantings that 
Bucks Beautiful works hard to cre-
ate throughout our community,” 
the nonprofit said. 

Locals have the opportunity to 
help Bucks Beautiful accomplish 
even more by becoming a charter 
member. Be first to learn of events, 
enjoy free admission, plus early ac-
cess, to Bucks Beautiful’s garden 

tour and other exclusive benefits.  
Visit bucksbeautiful.org to enroll 

online or print an application to 
mail.

Membership support will bolster 
Bucks Beautiful’s reforestation ini-
tiative, RePlant Bucks, the Bulbs 
for Bucks daffodil displays, schol-
arship programs, educational lec-
tures, community garden projects 
and pop-up parks throughout the 
county.  Become part of a special 
network of friends and neighbors 
who are committed to improving 
Bucks County for now and for fu-
ture generations.

Bucks Beautiful debuts membership opportunity

The front of the Bucks Beautiful 
member’s card features daffo-
dils.

Bucks activists call for justice after 19-year-old fatally shot by state police 
Bucks County anti-racist ac-

tivists recently joined together to 
demand justice for Christian Hall, 
a Pennsylvania 19-year-old fatal-
ly shot by state police on Dec 30. 

The peaceful protest in Warm-
inster on Feb. 13 shared a mes-
sage of urgency for justice and 
solidarity and sympathy with the 
family of Hall. Organizers have 
been in touch with his parents, 
who expressed gratitude for local 
efforts to send this case to Penn-
sylvania Attorney General Josh 
Shapiro for review.  Citing a vid-
eo of the incident that surfaced 
online, Hall’s family and attorney 
have said the 19-year-old had his 
hands raised before he was shot 
seven times. 

Despite freezing temperatures 
and piles of snow lining the side-
walks and streets, the protesters 
spent more than an hour march-

ing and chanting down the ma-
jor intersection of Street Road 
and 263 in Warminster. A police 
escort briefly stopped traffic an-

blocked lanes when necessary to 
protect the safety and rights of 
those gathered. 

The event organizers declared, 
“Mission accomplished. And we 
are grateful to TC Cuthbertson 
for sparking the idea for a Bucks 
County-based demonstration. 
Special shout out to Youth 4 Uni-
ty who showed up in multiples.”

The Bucks County Op-
portunity Council offers free 
income tax preparation as-
sistance for low-income res-
idents through its Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance Pro-
gram (VITA).

IRS-certified volunteers 
prepare taxes for qualified 
residents through April 15, 
in four locations: Bristol, 
Warminster, Quakertown and 
Newtown. Individuals and 
families with a combined in-
come of $57,000 or less may 
be eligible for the program.

BCOC volunteers have 
helped over 13,000 families 
save over $25 million in re-
funds, tax credits and fees in 
the last 16 years; money that 
stays in the local economy.

Appointments are required 
this year due to COVID-19; 
safety precautions are in 
place, contact is limited, and 
tax preparation is completed 
off-site. Self-scheduling of 
appointments is available at 
bcoc.org. If assistance is re-
quired, contact Eileen Albil-
lar at 215-345-8175 x209, or 
ealbillar@bcoc.org. 

Bucks Opportunity 
Council offers free 
income tax assistance

Marching through Warminster on 
Feb. 13, Bucks County anti-rac-
ist activists call for justice for 
19-year-old Pennsylvania resident 
Christian Hall, who was fatally 
shot by state police on Dec. 30.
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think
FINKLES

first.

7 Coryell Street, Lambertville, N.J. • 609.397.0415
Hours M-F 7-5, Sat 8-3 • www.Finkles.com

We’re more than meets the eye.

40% OFF
MIDCONTINENTCABINETRY.COM 

We have 37,000 square feet of retail and warehouse space.
We’ve been your local hardware store and more for over 100  years.

Kitchen and vanity cabinets
SHOP LOCAL

6040 Easton Rd. (611) Plumsteadville, PA (215) 766-8807

Cut to PerfectionCut to Perfection

Hrs: Mon., Tues., Wed. 9-8; Thurs. 9-5 Fri. 9-8; Sat. 8-1

Specializing in Hair, Nails & Waxing

OPEN NIGHTS ~ WALK-INS WELCOME!

Full-Service Hair Care for Men, Women and Children

Not to be combined with other offers - Expires 3/11/2021

$10.00 OFF
NEW CLIENT SPECIAL Perms, 

Hair Color, 
Extensions,       
Keratin 

Treatments, 
Highlights, 

Eyebrow Wax, 
Kids Cuts 

and Much More!

Cut & Color
for new clients

Richland Mill
20 N. Main Street, Richlandtown, PA 18955

215-536-2555 RichlandMill.com

• HOME • GARDEN

PET, BIRD &
VESTOCK FEED
ALLY GROWN & MILLED

FARM

LIV
LLLLOCA

FREE LOCAL DELIVE
RY

All Things Bird

• Our Own Birdseed

• Suet

• Feeders and Houses

• Custom Birdseed Mixes

Freda Savana 
for Heritage Conservancy

Three new board members, each 
with deep ties to Bucks County and 
a love for its natural beauty and 
rich history, will be adding their 
energy, experience and knowledge 
to Heritage Conservancy’s board 
of directors.

The Doylestown-based land 
conservation and historic preser-
vation nonprofit announced that 
Lynn Bush, the former execu-
tive director of the Bucks County 
Planning Commission; Richard 
“Dick” Henriques, a senior fel-
low at the Center for High Impact 
Philanthropy at the University of 
Pennsylvania; and Kevin Putman 
Jr., president of Penn Color, will 
join the ranks of the conservancy’s 
board. 

The new members will offer 
guidance toward Heritage Con-
servancy’s preservation mission, 
financial goals and achieving re-
gional prominence through out-
reach and marketing.

As director of the Bucks Coun-
ty Planning Commission for two 
decades and a leader in planning, 
zoning and comprehensive plan-
ning at the municipal level, Bush 
has a deep understanding of, and 
appreciation for, Bucks County. 

Her education began at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, where she 
earned a B.A. in Architecture. She 
then completed the Master of City 
and Regional Planning program at 
the University of North Carolina. 
She joined the Peace Corps, where 
she learned Farsi and volunteered 
in Iran from 1969 to 1971.

Bush landed in Bucks while in 
graduate school, when the Bucks 
County Planning Commission was 
recruiting summer interns. 

The conservancy’s preservation 
efforts, she says, “from open fields 
to historic buildings – have been 
focused and effective in preserving 
those features that say – ‘This is 
Bucks County.’”

Henriques was drawn to the area 
some 40 years ago, as his wife, 
Sally, grew up in Newtown.

As he joins the board, Henriques 
said, he’s particularly interested in 
those “initiatives that preserve the 
intersection of history, people and 
the natural world.” And, he noted, 
“those are the most challenging yet 
are likely to have the most sustain-
able benefit for residents, visitors 
and the environment.”

When time allows, Dick and 
Sally enjoy walking Bucks Coun-
ty’s back roads and visiting its 
many parks, which has, “especially 
been a blessing during the current 
pandemic.”

While the couple have lived 
many places, including Tokyo and 
Seattle, “we always moved back to 
our home base in Bucks County,” 
said Henriques.

Before taking his present po-
sition, Henriquez served as the 
CFO of the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, where he was respon-
sible for growing the portfolio of 
Program Related Investments from 
$50 million to $700 million. Be-
fore joining the Gates Foundation, 
Henriques worked as senior vice 

president of finance and corporate 
controller at Merck & Co. He re-
ceived his B.A. from the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania and his M.B.A. 
from The Wharton School. 

Putman considers himself for-
tunate to have grown up in Bucks 
County, where he and his wife, 
Ashley, both have their business-
es. “For my family, Bucks County 
has really been a central part of our 
story for the past four generations, 
not only through establishing deep 
social roots, but also the founda-
tion of the family business, found-
ed by my grandparents. I have al-
ways felt fortunate to be a part of 
this very special community, and it 
is a unique honor for me to be able 
to support the conservancy and 
its drive toward historic preserva-
tion,” Putman said.

The appeal of Bucks County be-
gan decades ago when Putman’s 
grandparents moved to the area 
roughly 60 years ago. “It has been 
home ever since, and I, like many, 
strongly believe that Bucks Coun-
ty offers an exceptional and di-

verse environment that promotes 
a wonderful quality of life,” he 
said.

As president of Penn Color 
Inc., Putman was instrumental in 
leading his company to donate $1 
million to the conservancy.

With a young family, Kev-
in said his free time is largely 
spent with his wife and 1-year-
old and 3-year-old children. 
When time allows, they enjoy 
biking and hiking in and around 
Bucks County. “Pre-COVID, we 
were avid global travelers, going 
on multiple international trips 
throughout the year. We certain-
ly hope to get back to traveling 
again when the pandemic is be-
hind us, but for now it’s all about 
the kids.”

Long-serving board members, 
Dr. Vail P. Garvin, president and 
CEO of the Central Bucks Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Nicho-
las DeRose, senior consultant at 
Langan Engineering and Envi-
ronmental Services, will be rotat-
ing back to the board this year.

Heritage Conservancy welcomes board members

Pennsylvania Rep. Craig Sta-
ats (R-145) is aiming for positive 
workforce change.

He was recently named majority 
chair for the Pennsylvania subcom-
mittee for technical and career edu-
cation. Staats said changing the im-
age of trades education and creating 
an “equal playing field” of options 
for young people to seriously con-
sider after high school graduation 
will inform his leadership vision.

The education subcommittee 
post runs for two years, or the 
length of the current legislative ses-
sion, Staats said.

According to a CNBC report a 
whopping $1.7 trillion in student 
loan debt, reported at the end of 
the third quarter of 2020 represents 
more than a 100 percent increase 
over the past decade. 

Staats believes educators, fam-
ilies and industry can do more to 

encourage young people to consid-
er their options beyond a four-year 
college degree. 

“Students need to know there are 
options out there,” Staats said.

Societal pressure to attend a four-
year college is partly to blame, he 
said.

As many parents “often push our 
children into a four-year college 
degree” other options like military 
service, or entering a trade or tech-
nical field, are given short shrift.

“These are all options, and they 
are equal options: a degree, a trade 
or the military,” Staats said.

In November 2019, Gov. Tom 
Wolf signed into law Act 76, a bill 
sponsored by Staats to reform ca-
reer and technical education laws. 

Act 76 is the most sweeping and 
significant reform bill aimed at 
career and technical education in 
more than 30 years.

It aims to attract students to 
workforce careers as well as attract 
economic development and indus-
try to Pennsylvania.

In his role as subcommittee chair, 
Staats said he plans to spend time 

fact finding across the common-
wealth, to listen to the needs of stu-
dents, educators and employers and 
to discover where there are gaps 
and support shortcomings.

More than 80 career and tech-
nical schools across Pennsylvania 
serve students before they graduate 
from high school, according to Sta-
ats.

“My vision is to make it a very 
active subcommittee by going out, 
holding hearings, taking tours of 
apprenticeship programs, touring 
career and tech schools and gather-
ing information,” he said.

“Through this process we’ll 
come up with legislation to support 
them,” he said of an action-based 
approach.

Staats said if more students and 
families begin to consider their 
broader career options, he’d con-
sider his time as the subcommittee 

chair well spent.
Historically, career and technical 

school facilities have been sepa-
rate from their home high school 
buildings, which serve to separate 
students from one another.

“Back in the day, we separat-
ed career and technical education 
schools from the sending school 
high schools on a national level,” 
he said.

Staats said in hindsight build-
ing high school campuses, which 
would offer all kinds of education – 
from academics to trades and new-
er STEM programs, would have 
been more inclusive.

STEM stands for science, tech-
nology, engineering and math, and 
is usually offered in high school 
buildings or at younger grade levels, 
along with other academic subjects.

“Looking way back, I don’t think 
we planned very well,” he said.

Staats to chair technical and career education subcommittee 
Emphasis on broad paths, not only four-year college 

STATE REP. CRAIG STAATS 

In the midst of the ongoing pan-
demic and heated political divisions, 
the Pennsylvania Humanities Coun-
cil (PHC) has partnered with Phil-
adelphia poet laureate Trapeta B. 
Mayson on a mission to help spread 
kindness throughout the state.

Called the PA Kindness Poem 

Project, the year-long initiative in-
vites residents to share social media 
messages that promote generosity, 
healing, reconciliation and peace. 
Mayson will use these messages as 
inspiration for an original poem to 
be released on World Kindness Day 
on Nov. 13.

“We could all use a little kindness 
right now,” said Dawn Frisby Byers, 
PHC’s senior director of content and 
engagement. “The PA Kindness 
Poem Project is about setting our 
differences aside and making steps 
towards restoring civility and dia-
logue.”

The PA Kindness Poem Project 
kicked off Feb. 17, when the first 
message of kindness was offered 
by Gisele Barreto Fetterman, PHC 
board member and Pennsylvania’s 
second lady.

Residents’ messages of kindness 
can be posted on social media in 
video, text or image formats and 
include quotes from books, poems, 

songs, historic and contemporary 
thinkers – or be something com-
pletely original. Residents’ submis-
sions will be accepted until Aug. 31.

To be included in the project, res-
idents’ posts must use the hashtag 
#PAKindnessPoem and mention the 
Pennsylvania Humanities Council.

 Information is available at pahu-
manities.org/kindness.

State’s second lady kicks off PA Kindness Poem Project

The Upper Bucks Chamber of 
Commerce hosted the 2020 Sil-
ver Lining Awards and Annual 
Meeting in late January.

Jason Wehrung of Wehrung’s 
Lumber & Home Center, won 
the Chamber Impact Award; 
Complete Wellness won the 
New on the Scene Award and 
Servpro of Upper Bucks won the 
Excellence In Business Award. 

Kathy Ramson, St. Luke’s 

Health Network, 2020 president 
of the UBCC passed the baton 
to Chuck Hotter of Hotter Paint-
ing, who took over as president 
in January. Cory Fosbenner of 
QNB, was announced as the sec-
ond vice president for the 2021 
executive officers to serve along-
side Vickie McClatchy of Su-
preme Lending, vice president 
starting this year, and Barbara 
Soltysiak of Bilger & Co. CPAs 

as treasurer. 
Outgoing board members 

were Joe Wingert, Bucks County 
Herald and Mark Horne, Grand 
View Health. 

New members of the board of 
directors are Renee Acconcia-
messa, Grand View Health; Joe 
Ferry, Perkasie Towne Improve-
ment Association; June Hunt, 
Moon Dog Yoga; and Ed Scholl, 
Edward Scholl Consulting LLC. 

Wehrung wins Upper Bucks Chamber Impact Award

The Law Office of Richard 
L. Newman presents the virtu-
al program, “Know Your Op-
tions: Medicaid and Asset Pro-
tection Essentials,” 6 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 2.

Having a good estate plan 
does not mean that an individ-
ual has a good asset protection 
plan. What is a good asset pro-
tection plan? Come to the free 
presentation and find out.

Those who attend the virtual 
session will receive a free one-
hour virtual consultation. 

NASW-PA Chapter is a 
co-sponsor of this workshop 
and one Continuing Education 
credit will be awarded for com-
pletion of the course.

Richard L. Newman has been 

a practicing attorney for over 
30 years. 

His practice focuses on elder 
law and special needs plan-
ning. He is currently a mem-
ber of the National Academy 
of Elder Law Attorneys and 
the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion, Elder Law Section. He is 
also an active member of the 
Bucks County Bar Associa-
tion, the Academy of Special 
Needs Planners, Bucks County 
Area on Aging Advisory Coun-
cil, Central Bucks Chamber of 
Commerce, Rotary Internation-
al and Business Networking In-
ternational.

To register for the program, 
email Michele@newmanelder-
law.com. 

Virtual presentation to discuss 
asset protection essentials 
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WE BUY
ESTATE & HOUSE CONTENTS

(215) 264-4304 • info@michaelivankovich.com
www.michaelivankovichBUYSANTIQUES.com

Daydreaming of Spring?

Rt. 313, Dublin, PA • 215-249-3117
Mon-Sat 8-7, Fri 8-8, Sun 9-5

Dublin Agway

Come In And Check Out Our Huge Inventory 
Of 2021 Flower & Vegetable Seed Packets

And Seed Starting Supplies

Agway
SeedWay
Botanical Interests
Burpee
Livingston
Rohrer

• Tete-a-tete
• Pansies
• Ranunculus
• Primrose

Arts
The Al Hirschfeld Foundation cel-
ebrates Black History Month with 
“Amplified Dignity: Black Danc-
ers Drawn by Hirschfeld,” at al-
hirschfeldfoundation.org/exhibitions.
The Harlem Renaissance and the 
Art of Collage, a free virtual work-
shop for the whole family with the 
Arts Council of Princeton, 1:30 p.m 
Feb. 27. Join local artist Kenneth 
Lewis Jr. in an exploration of the 
Harlem Renaissance and the collage 
work of Romare Bearden. Uses basic 
supplies found around the home. Reg-
ister for free: bit.ly/36acfmB.
The Art of the Dog – virtual por-
trait workshop, 1 to 4 p.m. on Feb. 
27. Following a brief introduction to 
the history of dog portraiture, stu-
dents will draw their own favorite 
pet in this Zoom workshop. Details at 
morven.org or 609-924-8144.
Khalilah Sabree exhibition, “Jour-
ney to Now - A Twenty Year Retro-
spective.” Khalilah filters the world 
through the eyes of an African-Amer-
ican Muslim woman and educator. 
Held at Artworks Trenton, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Thursday through Saturday. 
Open until March 6.
Call for Photography - The Odys-
sey Exhibition, a photographic od-
yssey of wherever your life’s journey 
has taken you, open through March 8, 
at the Pennsylvania Center for Pho-
tography. Details at: pacenterforpho-
tography.org.
Landscape paintings by Joe Kaz-
imierczyk, on exhibit in Bell’s Tav-
ern Dining Room, 183 N. Union St., 
Lambertville, N.J. until March 10. 
Bells is open for dinner daily from 5 
to 9 p.m. Information: 609-397-2226.

House and Home
Free shredder event for old per-
sonal documents, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Feb. 27, hosted by the Quakertown 
Farmers Market and Richter Mobile 
Shredding. Located in the north lot 
near the Garden Center. Richter is an 
NAID member. Documents must be 
bagged or boxed, two per person. In-
formation: 215-536-4115.

Dance
“On Stage at Home” series, re-
corded exclusively for Zoellner Arts 
Center at Lehigh University, offers 
Sankofa Danzafro, an Afro-Colom-
bian dance company, performing 
“The City of Others” through March 
5. Tickets and information: zoellner-
artscenter.org, inzactix@lehigh.edu 
or 610-758-2787 x0.

Donations
Red Cross Blood Drive, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Feb. 28 at Quakertown Farmers 
Market, Event Room 201, Entrance 
#1, near the Garden Center. Appoint-
ments preferred but not needed, reg-
ister: redcrossblood.org and enter 
sponsor code “qmart” or call 1-800-
733-2767.

Lectures/Seminars
“Meet” Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
a prominent figure in the women’s 
equality and suffrage movement. 
Portrayed by historian Laura Keyes 
via Zoom, Ms. Stanton describes her 
50-year battle for equality. Hosted 
jointly by Historic Voices and Del-
aware River Mill Society, 7 to 8:30 
p.m. March 2. Register: prallsvil-
lemills.org/calendar/the-battle-for-
womens-suffrage.
Commemoration and Monuments 
in Medieval India, presented by 
Penn Museum’s Dr. Mark Lycett 6 
to 7 p.m. March 3, as part of Penn’s 
Great Lectures series. Examines ar-
chaeology and landscape history to 
illustrate how monumental spaces 
were built, used, and re-used in In-
dia. $5 for virtual seat, register at 
penn.museum/calendar.

Student Loans & Your Financial 
Future, a webinar hosted by Credit 
Counseling Center and Bucks Coun-
ty Free library, reviews the long-term 
effects of student loans on students 
and parents financial lives. 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. March 3, register at calen-
dar.buckslib.org.
At-Home Anthro LIVE from Penn 
Museum at 1 p.m. March 2, 9, and 
16. 30-minute virtual sessions are 
aimed at ages 5 to 12 and explore 
themes relating to the Hindu celebra-
tion Holi, including Mehendi (henna 
tattoos) and the use of colorful pow-
ders. Sessions are free, visit penn.
museum/calendar to register.
Grand Homes & Gardens Distin-
guished Speakers Series, hosted by 
Morven Museum and Garden. Join 
the armchair travel series with “The 
Woman of the House” as this year’s 
theme. Programs are all virtual, 6:30 
p.m. March 11, March 16 and March 
23. Visit morven.org/grand-homes-
gardens or call 609-924-8144 for 
details.

Movies
ACME Screening Room, virtual 
screenings. Visit acmescreening-
room.org.
ACME Film Club, watch the film 
on your schedule and join the Zoom 
meeting each week. “All That Heav-
en Allows” and “Far From Heaven,” 
6:30 to 7:45 March 11. Films are 
free. Register: acmescreeningroom.
org.
County Theater, Doylestown, 
marks Black History Month with 
special films via virtual screenings. 
Information: CountyTheater.org.

Museums
Monmouth Museum presents a vir-
tual show on the artwork of Sangita 
Phadke, through March 1. Visit mon-
mouthmuseum.org/nilsongallery.
Signs of Spring Walk hosted by 
Morven Museum and Gardens, 2 
p.m. Feb. 28. Join Morven’s horti-
culturist Louise Senior on a tour of 
the grounds and gardens looking for 
signs of Spring. Register at morven.
org/signs-of-spring-walk.
Eastern State Penitentiary His-
toric Site reopening March 12. Site 
will be open for tours Wednesday 
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tours include new offerings to 
explore, timed tickets must be pur-
chased online in advance at eastern-
state.org.

Music & More
Sellersville Theater, live events 
with limited in-person seating and 
livestream options. Tickets and in-
formation: st94.com.
Sourland Mountain Happy 
Hours, hosted by the Sourland 
Conservancy,  held via Zoom from 
6 to 7 p.m. on the first Thursday of 
each month, March 4 through June 
3. Local artist performances, be-

spoke cocktail and other happy hour 
deals. Ticket holders will receive a 
link via email, proceeds benefit the 
musicians and the conservancy. In-
formation and tickets: sourland.org.

Nature
Thursday Afternoon Aerobic 
Hikes for preteen to adult, 1 p.m. 
Thursday Feb. 25 weather permit-
ting. Meet at the Nature Center at 
Washington Crossing State Park 
in Titusville, N.J. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. Reg-
istration required: 609-737-0609. 
Masks required. Bring a water bot-
tle; wear hiking shoes.
Borrow snowshoes and hiking 
poles for all ages, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. weekdays, Jacobsburg EEC 
Visitor Center, 400 Belfast Road, 
Nazareth, when there is at least six 
inches of snow cover. State-issued 
ID required. Information: 610-746-
2801 or jacobsburgsp@pa.gov. 
Conditions and snow depth: dcnr.
pa.gov/StateParks/WinterReport/
Pages/default.aspx.
Maple sugaring at the Nature Cen-
ter at Washington Crossing State 
Park, 1:30 to 3 p.m. March 7 and 
14, 1 to 2:30 p.m. March 13. A 
participatory demonstration in the 
procedures of home maple sugar 
production, advanced registration 
required, call 609-737-0609.

Sports/Games
World Wide Wrestling Alliance 
comes to Quakertown Farmers 
Market, 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. Feb. 27. 
A night of high-flying kicks, back 
flips and more classic wrestling 
moves. Seating is limited, CDC 
COVID-19 guidelines in place. Call 
215-362-7184 for tickets.
Virtual Bingo hosted by Old York 
Road Temple-Beth Am Sisterhood 
at 7:15 p.m. March 10. Register 
by March 5 by emailing eilieen-
simmons@comcast.net with your 
name, address, and phone number. 
Send in a check made out to OY-
RT-Beth Am Sisterhood, 971 Old 
York Road, Abington, Pa 19101. In-
formation: cin.garber@gmail.com.

Support Groups
Virtual Parent & Caregiver Sup-
port Groups, offered weekly in 
English and Spanish by The Family 
Support Organization of Hunter-
don, Somerset and Warren counties. 
Information and Zoom link at 908-
223-1191 or FSO-HSW.org.
Virtual Memory Care Support 
Group for caregivers and families 
of those with dementia and Alzhei-
mer’s, noon to 1 p.m., first Thurs-
day of each month via Zoom. Facil-
itated by Brianne Gerhard, provided 
by Artis Senior Living of Yardley. 
Contact charris@artismgmt.com or 
267-392-5945 for the Zoom invite. 
Attendees are welcome to eat lunch 
during the meeting.

Virtual groundbreaking set for YMCA Fairless Hills
YMCA of Bucks County has 

begun the yearlong renovation 
of its Fairless Hills branch and 

will celebrate with the commu-
nity, staff and volunteers as well 
as donors and public officials on 

Feb. 26 at 11 a.m. with a virtual 
groundbreaking event. 

The virtual event held via 
Zoom will include a mix of for-
mal speeches, recognition of 
donors and public officials, con-
struction updates and impactful 
videos and testimonials. Slated to 
appear are local and state govern-
ment officials, construction proj-
ect coordinators, YMCA regional 
and association board members, 

staff and volunteers. 
The event will include tradi-

tional groundbreaking aspects 
with a recognition of partners and 
donors who made the project pos-
sible. An update on the impact of 
the project will also be presented 
with testimonial presentations and 
impact statements. An early con-
cept of the community mosaic, 
an art piece to be displayed in the 
renovated facility and recogniz-

ing gifts in the $1,500 to $10,000, 
will be displayed and discussed. 

The event is free and open to 
the community. Those wishing to 
attend can visit the event webpage 
at ymcabucks.org/FHground-
breaking to register and receive 
a Zoom link via email. Questions 
and anyone interested in support 
the project should contact Angela 
Jacobsen at ajacobsen@ymcab-
ucks.org.

Landscape paintings by Joe 
Kazimierczyk continue on ex-
hibit in Bell’s Tavern Dining 
Room at 183 N. Union St., Lam-
bertville, N.J., until March 10.

The artist’s work, in the style 
of traditional realism, captures 
the beauty, color and texture of 
the woods and streams through-

out the countryside in the local 
Sourland Mountains and be-
yond. 

Kazimierczyk is an exhibiting 
member of the Artists’ Gallery, 
18 Bridge St., Lambertville. 
Bell’s Tavern is open for din-
ner daily from 5 to 9 p.m. Call 
Bell’s 609-397-2226.

Joe Kazimierczyk 
exhibits at Bell’s Tavern

The Delaware River Basin 
Commission will hold a special 
public business meeting at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, Feb. 25.

The commissioners will con-
sider final action on DRBC’s 
Proposed Amendments to the 
Administrative Manual and 
Special Regulations Regarding 
Hydraulic Fracturing Activities; 
Additional Clarifying Amend-
ments (“Draft Rule”), published 
for public comment on Nov. 30, 
2017. The public comment peri-
od closed on March 30, 2018.

The meeting will be conduct-
ed remotely via Zoom Webinar. 
To participate, visit nj.gov/drbc/

meetings/meeting_feb252021.
html for the link or go to you-
tube.com/user/delrivbasincomm. 
The meeting will not include an 
opportunity for members of the 
public to address the commis-
sion.

This meeting is in addition 
to the commission’s regularly 
scheduled 1Q business meeting, 
which will take place on March 
10, 2021.

Individuals in need of an ac-
commodation to attend the meet-
ing should call 609-883-9500 
x203 or contact the Telecommu-
nications Relay Services (TRS) 
at 711.

DRBC hosts special 
business meeting online

Credit Counseling Center, 
in conjunction with the Bucks 
County Free Library hosts a we-
binar – Student Loans and Your 
Financial Future – from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. March 3.

The choices you make now 
can and will impact your finan-
cial future. Credit Counseling 
Center will review the long-term 
effects of student loans with a 
focus on:

•How student loans impact the 
credit of the student loan bor-
rower and his/her parents;

•Affordability of student loan 

payments after graduation, and 
into adulthood; and 

•Options and alternatives to 
consider.

Registration is required. There 
are 80 seats available. Registra-
tion is at calendar.buckslib.org/
event/7541850.

Contact Credit Counseling 
Center for one-on-one phone 
appointments to discuss your 
student loan questions. Call 
215-348-8003, email info@
creditcounselingcenter.org, or 
visit the website for information 
at creditcounselingcenter.org.

Webinar will discuss 
minimizing student loans 

Oil paintings by Joe Kazimierczyk are on exhibit until March 10, at 
Bell’s Tavern, Lambertville, N.J.

Freda R. Savana

For more than two decades, 
Doylestown Borough and 
Doylestown Township have col-
laborated to create an extensive 
network of multiuse trails. Now, 
a new grant has been awarded to 
the municipalities to study ex-
tending that trail network along 
Route 202 between Central Park 
and Route 313, officials said.

The $30K Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission 
grant will fund a feasibility study 
to explore the 2.8-mile proj-
ect that would help connect the 
more than 30-mile Doylestown 
Community Bike and Hike trail 

system to Buckingham Town-
ship, while expanding the popu-
lar 202 Parkway Trail, the bor-
ough said.

The public is invited to partic-
ipate in a 3-D virtual meeting to 
add its input on the project and 
the trail’s progress. The open 
meeting will be available through 
Feb. 28 at https://202trail.z13.
web.core.windows.net/

The program will allow people 
to: review project information; 
explore alternative trail align-
ments; learn about anticipated 
opportunities and challenges of 
this project; and share feedback 
to help guide this project toward 
a successful completion.

Doylestown seeks input 
on 202 trail study 



Veterinarians:  
Tracy Heitzman, VMD         Melissa Harvey, VMD

Tracey Saunders, DVM

VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATION IN HATBORO, 
COUNTY LINE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Full service veterinary 
hospital 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

215-692-8954
www.centralveterinarycenter.com
New Britain Village Square Shopping Center

4275 County Line Road Suite 24

March is Pet Poison Prevention Awareness Month!
Dental Services We Provide: 
• Dental Cleanings
• Extractions
• Tooth Polishing
• Same Day Digital X-rays & more!
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24 / 7 Full service animal hospital
215-536-6245

2250 N. Old Bethlehem Pike 
Quakertown, PA 18951

“providing compassionate quality care for our 
patients and the people who love them”

quakertownvetclinic.com

Jesse and I set forth into a 
magical landscape of winter 
white, the world pristine with 
its blanket of newly fallen snow. 
Tree boughs, dressed in their 
winter finery, wear a powdery 
mantle, and the sky, a faded gray, 
foretells of more snow to come.

We are taking advantage of 
the abundant snowfall to strike 
out upon the cross country skiing 
trail that originates at the Ringing 
Rocks parking lot on River Road 
in Upper Black Eddy, leading to 
the tow path. The conditions are 
those of a cross country skier’s 
dreams – a solid track with a de-
cent base and, best of all, no ice. 
Running parallel is a lightly-trod-
den path created by walkers 
where Jesse alternately walks and 
trots alongside. 

A thick shroud of snow lies 
upon the surface of the canal, 
pools of silvery ice shimmer-
ing through in places. Wildlife 
tracks, dimples in the snow, 
weave over the surface revealing 
a story of the various critters 
that have crisscrossed upon the 
snowy carpet. 

Despite the wintry weath-
er, a host of birds are out and 
about.  A chickadee sasses its 
way through the tree tops and 
in the distance can be heard 
the “Peabody, Peabody, Pea-
body, Peabody” trill of the 
white-throated sparrow. Far 
above our heads a hawk soars, 
outstretched wings etched 
against the leaden sky. Skipping 
up the trunk of a nearby tree is 
a red bellied woodpecker, and 
hopping about the frosty ground 
are several dark-eyed juncos 
seeking sustenance. This small, 
plump member of the spar-
row family wears a topcoat of 
varying shades from the darkest 
grey to a muted grey-brown, but 
all have the tell-tale white belly.  
For me the perky junco serves 
as a harbinger of seasons. Its 
appearance at my feeder signals 
that summer has indeed come 
to an end and winter is making 
its entrance.  Conversely, when 
the tiny bird disappears, heading 
for higher elevations and points 
north, I know that spring is on 
its way. 

Moving along the path, the 
gliding motion of my skis, along 
with the enchantment of the 
scenery, induces a somewhat 
Zen like state.  In my years of 
cross country skiing I have come 
to appreciate that it is a sport 
to be approached in a relaxed 
manner, so I am mindful to bring 
a calm attitude to my trek, and 
today it works its magic.

Jesse has been a constant 
companion on my cross country 
outings, but as age and arthri-
tis have descended upon him 
I’ve needed to adjust my pace 
and distance. I’m quite happy 
to do so, as having him by my 
side is what’s most important. 
To accommodate him, today’s 
outing is a relatively short but 
nevertheless delightful one.  As 
we arrive back at the parking 
lot, the sharp cry of the hawk 
provides a backdrop as I help 
Jesse jump into the back of the 
car. As usual, I tell him what a 
wonderful job he’s done – he’s 
the man.  

Cindy Woodall resides in 
Upper Black Eddy.

Cindy Woodall: Meandering with My Mutt

Cross country skiing venture

Tabby’s cat of the week
Honey is as sweet as her namesake. This mild-mannered older gal 
appreciates a cozy spot to relax. She may not be an active little one 
anymore, but she would make a great couch cat for a quiet family 
that likes to hang out. She enjoys being around people, even if she 
isn’t demanding attention all the time. Honey also loves other cats 
and would be a great addition to a multi-cat household. Honey 
has had a difficult year. She was originally surrendered to Tabby’s 
Place with her feline sister (who has since been adopted) after her 
person passed away and no one was left to care for her. Despite 
the rough change in luck, Honey took it in stride and was quickly 
readopted. Alas, her luck would change once more, and she was 
returned. Honey may be a senior, but she is in good health with no 
concerns as far as can be determined. Those who fill out an ap-
plication will be contacted  to schedule a virtual meet-and-greet. 
For questions about virtual adoptions, contact adoptions@tab-
bysplace.org. For information, visit tabbysplace.org. 

A Woman’s Place received a 
$1,000 donation from Holiday 
House Pet Resort and Training 
Center. 

The dog day care program at 
the resort held a special holiday 
fundraising event to benefit the 
nonprofit organization. Santa 
spent a few fun hours posing for 
photos with over 25 dogs.  

A Woman’s Place (AWP) is a 
community resource for victims 
of domestic violence. The orga-
nization was formed in 1976 and 
first provided safe shelter for a 
woman and her two children on 
Christmas Eve of that year. 

“AWP’s partnership with 
Holiday House was a bright spot 
in the holiday season for us! 
Bringing awareness to domestic 
violence while creating an op-
portunity to capture the holiday 
spirit with our pets was a great 
idea. Pets can also be victims of 
abuse and many times survivors 
won’t leave a dangerous situa-
tion for fear of leaving their pets 
behind. Holiday House has tak-
en such a pro-active approach to 
bring awareness to both domes-
tic and animal abuse through 
this successful fundraiser and 
we are grateful for it,” said Mar-

ianne Lynch, executive director, 
AWP. 

Holiday House Pet Resort & 
Training Center holds several 
fundraising events each year 
to benefit the community and 
pet-related nonprofit organiza-
tions. Clients receive a special 
photo of their pet for a donation 
in the amount they choose.   

Santa’s dog attends the dog 
day care program at the resort. 
With many professional com-
mitments in the Philadelphia 
area leading up to the holidays, 
Santa’s dog loved playing with 
friends. 

Holiday House supports A Woman’s Place

Holiday House Pet Resort and Training Center staff, joined by 
Santa, present a $10,000 check to A Woman’s Place.

At Pet Photos Plus, 13 Main St., 
New Hope, pet parents can find a 
selection of toys, treats, clothes and 

other unique items for dogs and cats. 
The latest toys for all dogs rang-

ing from puppies to senior dogs, and 
a bakery filled with treats for pets of 
all ages, including puppies and pets 
with few teeth who need soft treats, 
is available. There is also a variety 
of locally baked private label treats 
that come in many different flavors. 

There are two photo studios that 
offer a selection of products for 
finished portraits, including mugs, 
coasters, canvases, metal and 
framed prints, pillows, etc. There is 
a wide variety of photo styles rang-
ing from classic portraits to extrava-
gant setups. 

The main goal of Pet Photos Plus 
is to help pet owners create mem-
ories with their pets that will last a 
lifetime.

Pet Photos Plus is offering spring 
season specials. It is giving custom-
ers $25 toward their photo session 
from now until May 1. 

Also, there is a new promotion for 
puppy photos. When you purchase 
a photo session for your puppy you 
will be given a free photo session 
when they turn one and of course a 
party hat and cookie. 

For more information contact 
Judy at 609-865-1111 or judy@pet-
photosplus.com.

Pet Photos Plus owner Judy Dinnerman holds up a collection of 
pet portraits. 

New Hope business helps owners create memories with their pets
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DINING OUT

DINING IN

CALLING CARDS...

Advertise your business in the Bucks County Herald’s

CALLING CARD
Price includes color and a hyperlink 
to your website in the online edition.

Call Ken Ritter for more information
215-794-1097  •  ken@buckscountyherald.com

$25 PER 
WEEK!

For information 
call: 215-794-1096

email: advertising@buckscountyherald.com

Restoration

Custom Builder

New Hope Building
Dan Spirer

215.432.1080
PA Reg.#PA024184

EDWARDSON
BUILDERS/CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS

PETER EDwARDSON

215.510.6735
20 W. Mechanic Street

New Hope, Pa 18938
peter@edwardsonconstruction.com

www.edwardsonconstruction.com

JEWELRY - GOLD - SILVER
COSTUME - COINS - DOLLS
ANTIQUES - ALL ESTATES

CASH FOR

610-346-8535

CLEARFIXCLEARFIXCLEARFIX
Mobile LLC

SCREEN & WINDOW REPAIR 
& RESTORATION SERVICE

P.O. Box 1478 Doylestown, PA 18901

GEORGE J. MILLER
Owner

215-340-9770
PAOAGHIC: 4475

WWW.CLEARFIXMOBILE.COM

Newtown Township
Arrested: Patrick Niles, 58, of Yardley, after he 

surrendered himself for arrest Feb. 22.
Last September, a victim reported to Newtown 

Township Police that they had hired Niles to complete 
a home improvement project on their residence, under 
the business name of PFN Home Improvement.

Niles was subsequently paid installments for the 
project, totaling $4,575, but never completed the work 
on the victim’s residence, nor did he return any of the 
payments, police said.

The investigation determined that Niles is not a 
licensed contractor in Pennsylvania, did not carry 
liability insurance as part of his home improvement 
business, and made no attempts to refund the victim’s 
money or complete the project.

He was charged with home improvement fraud, 
theft by unlawful taking and receiving stolen property.

Niles was arraigned by District Judge Michael 
Petrucci. He was released on $25,000 unsecured bail 
and was ordered to have no contact with the victims.

Perkasie
Charged: Dexter Shellhammer, with simple as-

sault and harassment for his involvement in an inci-
dent originally reported last July.  He was arrested 
Jan. 15, police reported Feb. 24.

Richland
Charged: Dawn Szymanski, 51, of Sellersville 

with criminal mischief, disorderly conduct and ha-
rassment, Jan. 28, following an incident at Chick Fil 
A, 602 N. West End Blvd.

Charged: Nicholas J. Tomlinson, 33, of Willow 
Grove, Feb. 11, with retail theft and receiving stolen 
property, after police were called to a retail theft in 
progress at Walmart, 195 N. West End Blvd. 

Cited: Jessie M. Strefeler, 35, of Rocky Ridge 
Road, Feb. 16, for retail theft after failing to pay for 
grocery items at Giant Food Store, 901 S. West End 
Blvd.

PA State Police
During Winter Storm Viola: from Thursday, Feb. 

18, through Friday, Feb. 19, Troopers from Troop M 
(Northampton, Lehigh and Bucks counties) respond-
ed to 531 calls for service, which included 43 motor 
vehicle crashes and 81 disabled motor vehicles.

Troop M would like to remind motorists for the lat-
est in road conditions, visit 511pa.com.  

Two charged in Plumstead 
hit and run

Two people have been charged in 
connection with the April 20 vehicle 
versus pedestrian traffic accident in the 
parking lot of the Wawa in Plumstead 
Township, where an 85-year-old man 
was left on the ground with injuries as a 
result of the collision.

The driver of the striking vehicle fled 
the scene. A witness obtained the regis-
tration on the vehicle and officers were 
able to interview the registered owner. 
The registered owner, Alexandria Her-

rmann, 25, of Hellertown, fabricated a 
story indicating she did not know who 
the operator of the vehicle was, police 
said.

After an almost one-year long inves-
tigation, Plumstead Township Detec-
tives were able to identify a suspect. 
On Feb. 8, investigators interviewed, 
Elias Mallouhi, 21, of Allentown, who 
admitted to being the driver and leaving 
the scene of the accident, police said.

Herrmann was also reinterviewed 
and ultimately admitted to fabricating a 
story to police, they said.

Mallouhi was charged with accidents 
involving death or personal injury, ac-

cidents involving death or personal in-
jury while not being licensed, and ob-
structing administration of law or other 
governmental function.

Herrmann was charged with hin-
dering apprehension or prosecution, 
obstructing administration or law or 
other governmental function and false 
reports to law enforcement authorities.

On Feb. 23, both Mallouhi and Her-
rmann were taken into custody and 
arraigned before District Judge Gary 
Gambardella, who set an unsecured 
bail of $200,000. Both defendants were 
released and a preliminary hearing date 
has been set for March.

Philadelphia man charged 
with selling drugs that 
killed two in Bucks

A Philadelphia man is responsible for 
delivering the heroin-fentanyl mixture that 
led to the 2018 overdose deaths of two 
Bucks County residents, police said.

Ibrahim Khalil “Lil” Diabate, 27, was ar-
raigned Friday, Feb. 19, on two counts each 
of drug delivery resulting in death, criminal 
use of a communication facility, posses-
sion with intent to deliver a controlled sub-
stance, possession of a controlled substance 
and involuntary manslaughter. Diabate is 
currently incarcerated at the State Correc-
tional Institution-Mercer on drug-dealing 
charges.

He was arraigned Monday, Feb. 22, be-
fore District Judge Michael W. Gallagher 
who set bail at $2 million.

Through an extensive investigation by 
Bucks County Detectives, Central Bucks 
Regional Police, Bensalem Police and 
Northampton Township Police, Diabate 
was identified as the person who sold 
the drugs that led to the overdose deaths 
of Timothy Connor, 33, of Doylestown, 
and Lucy Aaron, 22, of Bensalem. Con-
nor died on Sept. 29, 2018, in his home 
in Doylestown and Aaron died on Dec. 3, 
2018, in her home in Bensalem.

“By charging this defendant with sepa-
rate drug deliveries resulting in two separate 
deaths, we aim to send the strongest mes-

sage possible that not only is drug dealing 
a deadly, risky business with dire criminal 
consequences, but also that we value every 
life taken too soon by his deadly poison,” 
District Attorney Matt Weintraub said.

During the investigation, detectives re-
covered and compared heroin and their 
labeled drug packets, analyzed cellphone 
data, interviewed witnesses and made 
controlled drug purchases from Diabate to 
confirm he sold heroin throughout Bucks 
County, including the deadly doses that 
killed the two victims. He used four cell-
phones to try and cover his tracks, the in-
vestigation found.

“Based on this investigation, it is evident 
to your Affiant that Diabate used multiple 
heroin/fentanyl stamps on heroin/fentan-
yl he was selling, cellular phones, phone 
numbers, chat applications, to facilitate his 
illegal drug business,” according to the 56-
page affidavit of probable cause prepared 
by the Bucks County Detectives. “Your Af-
fiant knows that this is a common way that 
drug dealers attempt to insulate themselves 
from being tracked by law enforcement.”

While investigating Connor’s death at 
his home in the 100 block of Cottage Street, 
the Central Bucks Regional Police Depart-
ment located an iPad, a cellphone, more 
than 75 empty packets of heroin and oth-
er drug paraphernalia. Some of the empty 
packets were stamped “DANGER,” “FI-
NAL FANTASY” and “A+.”

Detectives analyzed Connor’s cellphone 
and iPad for evidence of where he pur-

chased the drugs, leading them to a text 
conversation he had in the days and hours 
leading up to his death. At the time, detec-
tives were only able to identify the alleged 
dealer by a cellphone number. After receiv-
ing information from a confidential source 
in October 2018, Bensalem police made 
two separate controlled purchases of heroin 
from Diabate. Those drugs were stamped, 
“FINAL FANTASY,” like the drugs found 
during the investigation into Connor’s 
death.

On Dec. 3, 2018, Bensalem police re-
sponded to a home in the 1400 block of 
School Lane to investigate Aaron’s over-
dose death. During that investigation, a 
Bensalem detective recovered several used 
heroin packets in Aaron’s pockets and in 
her room, some that were stamped “DEM-
OLITION MAN” and “DANGER,” which 
was the same label as the drugs found at 
Connor’s home.

Detectives retrieved Aaron’s cellphone 
and found a string of text messages with 
someone referred to as “Lil,” who used 
the same phone number as the one used 
to make the controlled drug buys in Octo-
ber 2018. Diabate and his girlfriend were 
arrested on Jan. 3, 2019 for dealing heroin 
in Bensalem. During their arrest, police re-
covered heroin stamped “DEMOLITION 
MAN,” which was also found during the 
investigation into Aaron’s death.

Diabate later pleaded guilty to drug deal-
ing charges and was sentenced last Febru-
ary to five to 10 years in state prison.
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Karen Sangillo

Alexandra Charlton had no idea. 
Reporters gathered in front of her 

after the District One Class 3A girls 
diving championships on Saturday 

at North Penn’s 
Rick Carroll 
Natatorium, 
and Charlton, 

a senior at Central Bucks South, 
wasn’t sure where she’d placed. 

“You won,” a reporter said, and 
Charlton covered her face with her 
hands in shock. 

And that was how Charlton dis-
covered she was the district cham-
pion. Thanks to COVID, there was 
no awards ceremony. Diving coach 
Fred Dunn received the medal, 
which he placed around Charlton’s 
neck in the bleachers. 

This year, also due to COVID, 
only the winners advance to the 
PIAA meet, so there was a lot riding 
on the district competition. 

This will be Charlton’s first trip to 
the state competition. 

“It’s so exciting,” she said. “I 
didn’t even have states in mind 
because I didn’t think I was going 
to get past this meet. It’s just so 
exciting that I finally make states. 
I’ve been trying at this for three 
years now.”

Charlton was fifth after the pre-
liminaries but catapulted herself into 
second after the semifinals before 
finishing with a score of 410.70 
points over 11 dives. 

“I had no idea where I was in the 
standings,” she said. “Fred didn’t tell 
me, and I didn’t want to know. But 
he told me I was second after the 
semifinals and I was really surprised. 
Now I’m just stunned. It’s crazy.

“I knew it was going to be a tough 
one, but I felt solid. I think a couple 
dives could have been sharper and a 
few dives were a little bit better than 
expected. I was pretty consistent, 
and I think that paid off. I just had a 
solid meet when I needed to.”

She was one of 11 divers in the 
Class 3A competition. 

“The field was smaller this year 
and I think that helped me,” she said. 
“I think that gave me a little more 
confidence in my dives. Last year I 
had a terrible district meet. I was out 
in the first round. It’s definitely really 
exciting to do this well this year.”

Charlton was this year’s Subur-
ban One League Colonial Division 
champion. 

“It was really exciting to beat the 
North Penn girls because I can’t re-
member the last time I beat them in 
leagues,” she said. “They’re always 
so good. And to win here is just 
really, really exciting. I didn’t even 
think about states so I finally get to 
move on and do an even bigger meet 
than this.”

 While the meet was exciting for 
Charlton, it was bittersweet for Luke 
Dotson. 

The Council Rock North senior 
finished second in the Class 3A boys 
competition, held prior to the girls 
contest. 

Dotson posted a score of 479.45 
points for the silver medal. In a nor-
mal year, it would have been more 
than enough to advance him to the 
PIAA championships. 

Dotson finished third in the state 
meet last year. The challenge for him 
was that the 2020 state runner-up, 
Conor Gesing of Abington, also 
competes in District One. 

Gesing won Saturday’s meet 
(538.95 points) and will represent 

the district at states. 
“Coming into the meet, the idea 

that only one of us was going to 
states was hanging over me,” said 
Dotson, who held second place 
behind Gesing after both the prelimi-
naries and the semifinals. “I feel like 
it would be a more competitive meet 
at states if they just took the top 
scores, but this is what happened. 

“I feel like I dove well but I 
definitely could have done better. 
It’s kind of weird. I spent the whole 
season diving on one board (at CR 
North) and then I had to dive on a 
different board, but that’s how it is.

“Now I’m looking forward to 
college. This was still a worthwhile 
season for me. It’s always good to be 
able to dive and see your friends and 
try to perform your best.” 

Dotson, who was the SOL Patriot 
Division champion, will continue 
his diving career at Georgia Tech, 
where he plans to major in business. 
He also considered West Point, Penn 
State and Lehigh before choosing to 
become a Yellow Jacket. 

“It’s a great facility and a great 
coach (John Ames),” Dotson said. 
“I met the team and they’re going 
to be great teammates. Honestly, it 
was everything I was looking for. 
They have three-meter, one-meter, 
platform, everything. I feel like I can 
get to the next level there.”

Kevin Siegfried of Central Bucks 
West earned the sixth-place medal 
(372.95). He was in ninth place 
after the preliminaries but moved 
up to fifth after the semifinals before 
landing sixth.  

“I’m really happy, especially with 
the kind of year it’s been,” said Sieg-
fried, a junior. “I’ll take it. This was 
my second district meet and I had a 
huge improvement from last year. 

“Last year I was just happy to 
qualify. This year I was able to try 
to take a good spot. I got a medal so 
that’s an improvement.”

In a non-COVID season, sixth 
place would have been good enough 
to advance Siegfried to states. 

“It’s a shame,” he said. “But hope-
fully things will get back to normal 
next year and I’ll be able to go to 
states then. I still feel like this was 
definitely a good season for me. I’m 
really excited for next year.”

Siegfried started diving as a 
freshman, and this is his first season 
of focusing on diving. He previously 
was also competing in gymnastics.  

The field was much smaller than 
in past seasons, with just 13 divers in 
the Class 3A competition. 

“Honestly, it doesn’t matter,” 
Dotson said. “As long as you try 
your best, it doesn’t matter who is 
here and who isn’t. It is nice to see 
everyone, though. It’s tough to go 
up against Conor. He’s definitely my 
top competitor, and he’s a good guy. 
I think diving against him brings out 
the best in both of us.”

Senior Ryan Levant of CB West 
was 11th (322.45). 

The District One swim meet will 
be held on Friday and Saturday at 
the York YMCA’s Graham Natato-
rium. The field has been limited to 
16 for individual events and 12 for 
relays. 

The winners automatically ad-
vance to the PIAA competition, slat-
ed for March 19-20 at Cumberland 
Valley. The state field for each event 
will be 16 competitors and there are 
12 districts, so each event will have 
a minimum of four at-large berths. 
More spots may be open if smaller 
districts fail to have competitors in 
every event.  

Karen Sangillo

It’s getting to be crunch time in 
the girls basketball season. 

And New Hope-Solebury’s 
Reagan Chrencik knows it. 

Her 14 points helped the Lions 
to a 
65-35 
victory 
over 
host 

Quakertown in a non-league game 
on Tuesday night. New Hope ex-
tends its win streak to nine games. 

The win starts off a tough stretch 
for New Hope. The Lions finish 
off the regular season with three 
more road games, traveling to 
Hatboro-Horsham on Thursday 

at 7 p.m. and Central Bucks West 
on Friday at 7 p.m. for a pair of 
non-league games, then heading to 
Lower Moreland for a Suburban 
One League Freedom Division 
finale on Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

“The non-league games are a 
little bit more of a challenge for 
us,” said Chrencik, a sophomore 
forward. “It’s nice to play these 
games because they help get us 
ready for district playoffs. This is 
definitely a big week for us. We 
might get a little tired, but I think 
it’s really helping us to prepare. 
We’re able to run our different 
sets, run our different defenses.” 

CB South’s Charlton 
claims district gold

Diving

Joe Moeller

For several years, it has been 
recognized as the most intense 
rivalry in District One wrestling.

During the postseason, it is the 
meet that 
wrestlers 
on both 
sides 

await as a barometer for their 
current state.

This season, the Quaker-
town-Council Rock South 
showdown again proved to live 
up to its reputation.

Council Rock South edged 
host Quakertown, 115-111, to 
claim the District One Class 3A 
North Sectional last weekend. 
The Golden Hawks won a regu-
lar season match, 39-27.

Last year, Quakertown had 

the sweep, winning the regular 
season match, 36-20, and the 
sectional, 218-206. 

The passing of the gauntlet 
isn’t anything new, and it likely 
won’t be for a while. 

Despite vying for the top spot, 
there is a matter of mutual re-
spect between the two programs.

“Quakertown does an out-
standing job with their program 
and they do the right thing,” 
said Council Rock South head 
coach Brad Silimperi. “The 
community is very supportive, 
and Quakertown is a wrestling 
area.

“Sylvia Kalazs, their AD 
(athletic director) is a rock star. 
She does a great job. It is a top 
notch program throughout.”

Quakertown head coach Kurt 
Handel always anticipates a 

virtual, and most times, literal 
slugfest.

“They are a solid program,” 
he said about his rival. “We 
know they will be there every 
year, and it is always a good 
read on the state of our team. 
There are a lot of times in the 
postseason when we are squar-
ing off against their wrestlers 
for individual and team titles.

“It can be expected.”
CR South 189-pounder junior 

Anthony Cerulli battled through 
an exhaustive 16-13 victory 
over Quakertown junior Kaden 
Roesener in the semifinals that 
helped seal the victory for the 
Golden Hawks. Cerulli lost in 
the finals, 7-0, to Perkiomen 
Valley’s Grant Euker.

CR South’s Cerulli helps team edge 
Quakertown for District One North title

Don Leypoldt

They are the Black (and 
Red) Panthers.

And their season is a bit of a 
Marvel.

A young Plumstead Christian 
Panther (9-7, 3-4 Bicentennial) 

team 
won 
just 
three 
contests 
last sea-

son. What a difference a year 
makes. From Feb. 4 to Feb. 11, 
the Panthers won four games 
… in just eight days.

“With the attitude and work 
ethic, you could see it hap-
pen,” head coach John Elton 
observed. “The kids poured 
themselves into this.”

“This year, everyone is more 
secure with the ball,” said 
junior Nick Phillipps, who 
averages nearly 18 points per 
game. “We trust each other 
more. I think we all grew in 
chemistry too, and with chem-
istry comes confidence. Our 
confidence gelled together and 
it’s showing this season.”

On Feb. 10, the Class A Pan-
thers beat 3A MaST Charter 
51-46 behind junior Jackson 
Mott’s 18 points. The next 
night, PCS earned another 
Bicentennial win with a 48-47 
thriller over 2A Bristol on 
Plumstead’s Route 611 cam-
pus. Phillipps’ 21 paced the 
Panthers.

The “Ws” took on special 
significance for the Panthers. 
Plumstead avenged two big 
losses last season when MaST 
and Bristol topped them by 23 
and 19 respectively.  

The team’s lone senior, 
Zach Brown, knew this season 
would be special “when we 

started winning. Last year, I 
remember several games which 
we lost by 30-40 points,” 
Brown recalled. “This year, we 
came back and we’re winning 
against those teams who we 
lost to by a ton last year.” 

“We play a trapping zone 
and I’d say our defensive 
intensity is our identity,” Elton 
shared. “A lot of our games are 
in the 40s or low 50s. These 
guys swarm the ball.”

Plumstead has five wins on 
its 2021 “revenge tour,” start-
ing with a double overtime 67-
63 thriller over nemesis Faith 
Christian on Jan. 21. PCS also 
topped Valley Forge Baptist 
and Lincoln Leadership in ear-
ly February, two schools who 
beat Plumstead in 2020.

“You could see it start to 
come together in the last 10 
games of the season. I think 
the biggest thing was com-
posure. Last year, we were 
easily pressable and probably 
had 15-20 turnovers a game. 
We cleaned that up,” Elton 
explained. “And the physical 
stature: Last year they were 
small and thin. They all filled 
out. Physically, we are able to 
compete.” 

In the 2019 offseason, Elton 
sat down with each of his four 
now juniors in the Plumstead 
library and candidly spoke 
about the future. Plumstead 
reached the state elite eight 
in 2018 but the talent on that 
team soon graduated. An 
all-freshman/sophomore start-
ing lineup would be dominated 
in 2019-2020 … but would 
also get much better over time.

“From that meeting, I 
remember Coach telling us 
on how he wants us to grow,” 
described Mott, PCS’ second 
leading scorer. “It was fresh-

man year so obviously we 
weren’t developed yet. Going 
into sophomore year, that is 
what he told us: to focus on 
developing and by junior and 
senior year, we’ll be there and 
we’ll be ready. It’s happen-
ing.” 

“As middle schoolers, we 
saw Coach’s team make it 
to states and that was super 
exciting,” echoed junior Matt 
Shiel, the Panthers’ leading 
rebounder. “That is what did 
it for me. I trust Coach and 
he wants the best for us. Last 
year, we put in the work. We’d 
take our lumps, we’d watch 
the video from our losses and 
learn from there. It is paying 
off although we still have a 
long way to go.” 

Sometimes, younger teams 
have trouble closing out close 
games yet PCS won five of 
its eight games decided by six 
or fewer points. “We’re all 
playing on point, defensively,” 
starting junior Zach Knudsen 
feels. 

“A lot of our games are 
coming down to a few points,” 
Elton said. “They have their 
composure and Nick Phillipps 
has taken a big step to be our 
closer. Colleges are looking at 
him.”

Three snow outs forced an 
eight-day layoff on Plumstead. 
The Panthers return to action 
with back-to-back-to-back 
games starting Wednesday 
at Calvary Christian (results 
unavailable at press time).

The District One Class A 
semifinals start on March 8; at 
press time, Plumstead was in 
line for the No. 3 seed. For the 
Panthers, a playoff berth after 
last year’s campaign would be 
a Marvelous way to end the 
season.

Plumstead Christian hoops 
does 180 on Route 611

New Hope beats Quakertown, 
wins 9th straight game

Continued on page B2

Girls
basketball

DON LEYPOLDT

The Plumstead Christian boys basketball team is 9-7 this season after winning just three games last 
year. The Panthers’ starting five, from left, are: front row, Nick Phillipps, Zach Knudsen; back row,  
Matt Shiel, Jackson Mott and Zach Brown. 

 

Boys
basketball

Wrestling

Continued on page B3
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Some of the Finest Gun dealers in the country!
Everything from Antiques to the Latest!
FFrriiddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2266  ••  11ppmm--77ppmm

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2277  ••  99aamm--55ppmm
SSuunnddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2288  ••  99aamm--44ppmm

650 Tables $10 Admission

EAGLE ARMS

GUNSHOW!

with this coupon at the
Morgantown Gun Show
6180 Morgantown Rd.,
Morgantown, PA 19543  

Morgantown Gun Show

VIP Senior Veterans, Law Officers, Wheelchairs/Handicap Placard
VIP Admission: Noon Fri, 8 Sat, 8:30 Sun

Jeff Moeller

For the Palisades girls basket-
ball team, it has been a story of 
two seasons. In their defense, it 
certainly hasn’t been by design.

Behind all-Colonial League 
center and 1,00-point career scor-
er senior Trinity Williams, the 

Pirates 
pieced 
together 
a streak 
of seven 
wins in 

eight games after a sluggish start 
that left them with an overall 8-3 
record and a shot at the league 
crown as well as the top seed in 
the PIAA District 11 Class 3A 
bracket.

However, their mercurial climb 
suddenly burst.

Williams suffered a high ankle 
sprain in practice and fellow 
senior forward Sydney Odle 
incurred a knee injury against 
Whitehall a few days later. 

The Pirates lost their most po-
tent offensive weapons, and soon 
found themselves in a  three-
game downward spiral.

Tuesday night, Williams and 
Odle both returned to the lineup, 
but seventh-seeded Palisades 
couldn’t muster enough offense 
to stop second-seeded Notre 
Dame in a 41-27 loss during the 
opening-round of the Colonial 
League playoffs. During the reg-
ular season, Palisades registered 
a 39-35 victory in a meeting 
between the two.

“They were struggling with 
their shooting the first time we 
played them, and they hit their 
shots tonight,” said Palisades 
head coach Gregg Dietz. “We 
were down 13 at half and man-
aged to cut it to one. They are 
a disciplined team. We gave it 
everything we had.”

Yet, it still proved to be a 
difference with his duo back in 
the lineup. 

“If you look at our box scores, 
we roughly went from 54 points 
a game to 25 without Trinity and 

Sydney in the lineup. 
“Trinity found out against 

Notre Dame how you can get 
out of shape by being out of the 
lineup for two-and-a-half weeks. 
It took a toll on her, and she’s not 
100 percent. 

“Sydney is such an athletic 
kid, but she also clearly isn’t 
back to normal. She is tough  
and went out and did what she 
could.”

Williams, who led the Pirates 
with 14 points while Odle had 
nine, felt fairly fluid in her per-
formance.

“I felt like I played OK,” said 
Williams. “Of course, the hustle 
was there, and it felt amazing to 
be back on the court. I crashed 
the defensive boards well.

“With this being my first game 
back, the fast pace took a minute 
or two to get adjusted.”

Having his leading scorers 
returning to the lineup, Dietz is 
optimistic about the upcoming 
district playoffs that will begin 
Thursday March 4 when the 
Pirates host Salisbury. Along 
with Williams and Odle, he is 
counting on the contributions 
from seniors Libby and Alayna 
Stiansen and Liv Martin.

“We have been trying to free 
up Libby more for opportunities 
to score,” he said. “But she does 
all the little things and has been 
tremendous.

“Alayna and Liv have been the 
superstars of this team. When we 
had our streak, it was about their 
defense up front.”

Dietz figures the eight-day 
layoff before districts will be a 
benefit.

“We’ll get back to practice and 
work hard,” he stated. “We can 
heal and get healthy. That’s a 
good break for us. We’ll be ready 
to go.” 

Note: For the Palisades boys 
basketball team, the Colonial 
League playoffs yielded similar 
results, with the eighth-seeded 
Pirates falling to No. 1 No-
tre-Dame 80-72 in the quarterfi-
nals Tuesday night. 

Palisades bounced 
out of league playoffs 

by Notre Dame Steve Sherman

Last year, the Central Bucks 
West girls team captured a 
District One championship and a 
berth in the state playoffs.

But graduation saw the depar-
ture of a large nucleus of a team 

that 
went 
25-5 
last 
season 
while 

going unbeaten in the Suburban 
One League (SOL) Continental 
Conference.

Gone are forward Jess Bros-
key, point guard Olivia Irons, 
first reserve Maddy McGarry 
and Maddie Burke, the PIAA 6A 
Player of the Year who went on 
to Penn State.

The departures meant Coach 
Zach Sibel would have to find 
a way to keep the momentum 
going.

Fortunately for the sec-
ond-year head coach, he returned 
a handful of players who helped 
the team to the second round of 
states including All-SOL players 
Emily Spratt and Paige Gilbert.

“We have some familiar faces 
but everyone is playing a differ-
ent role than they had last year,” 
explained Sibel. “This year has 
been all about the girls getting 
comfortable with those roles and 
keeping things going.”

West kept its most recent win 
streak going recently when the 
Bucks pushed past division rival 
CB South Feb. 23 on the Titans’ 
home court. Spratt, a junior, led 
West with 14 points while Gil-
bert, a senior, added a dozen in 
a 46-32 Bucks’ triumph. Senior 
Maggie McCusker recorded nine 
points, all from 3-point range.

While West got off to a slow 
start in its new spot in the SOL 
Colonial Division after dropping 
duels with CB South and division 
leader CB East, the Bucks have 
found a way of remaining in the 
hunt in District One – they’re 
ranked 13th after defeating the 
Titans in the rematch – with early 
season victories over Pennsbury 
and North Penn, teams that also 
went to states in 2020.

The comeback win over the 
Knights had to be the most 
exciting.

Trailing North Penn by five 
late in the fourth quarter, soph-
omore Katie Finnan – who led 
all scorers with 15 points in the 

game – played a pivotal role in 
an eventual 40-38 triumph, com-
ing up with a steal and a basket.

Gilbert came through, too, 
canning a late-game layup off 
an inbounds pass despite being 
fouled. Free throws by Gilbert 
and Finnan provided the final 
margin of victory.

But Sibel says the team is get-
ting contributions up and down 
the lineup after the departure of 
Burke, a player who registered 
1,340 points, 660 rebounds, 155 
assists, 231 steals and 218 blocks 
in her four seasons at CB West.

“Maddie did a little bit of ev-
erything so it’s hard to ask a girl 
to do all the things that she did,” 
said Sibel. “So you get those 
intangibles by committee.

“Paige Gilbert has been in-
credible. She’s our hustle player 
– attacks the glass and is all over 
the floor

“Maggie McCusker is another 
senior who has stepped in and 
been a facilitator and been able 
to control pace while Emily 
Spratt really took over that scor-
ing role and has been a leader on 
offense and defense.

“(Spratt) typically guards the 
other team’s best player so she’s 
been a leader on both ends of the 
floor.”

After the season opening loss 
to CB South, the Bucks were 
back on the floor the next day 
for a battle against Pennsbury in 
a rematch of last year’s D1 title 
tilt.

Spratt and the West defense 
held Falcons sharpshooter Ava 
Sciolla to just six points in a 
44-28 triumph over 11th-ranked 
Pennsbury. Spratt and senior 
Anna Blue led the offense with 
13 points each while Gilbert led 
the Bucks on the glass with 13 
rebounds.

“Gilbert has been great; she 
brings so much to the game 
that’s hard to teach,” explained 
Sibel. “She has an instinct 
for the ball and Dennis Rod-
man-type rebounding. She plays 
at 110 percent and 110 miles per 
hour at all times.”

“Anna Blue is a sharpshooter; 
she’s been awesome. She has 
one of the purest strokes that 
I’ve coached ever.”

After wins over league rivals 
Souderton and North Penn, West 
suffered a bit of a setback in 
early February, dropping three 
out of four duels including a 
heartbreaking four-point loss to 

division leader CB East. Includ-
ed in that stretch were losses to 
Liberty Division rivals Upper 
Dublin and unbeaten Plymouth 
Whitemarsh.

“The two out-of-league 
games were tough but I think 
we played extremely well,” 
stated Gilbert. “We took away 
some great moments from those 
games. East was the toughest 
because it’s a rivalry game but 
overall, I thought we played 
really well and fought to the end 
in all three of those games.”

Spratt led all scorers with 19 
points against PW then coun-
tered with 27 in the loss to East.

“She’s coming off a great 
season last year and stepping 
into a bigger role this year,” 
stated Sibel. “She’s really been 
stepping up and finding her 
game – expanding her game – 
each week.

“She’s a special player – she’s 
a competitor and she’s a gamer.

“She’s really embraced who 
she is this year and has really 
helped us in all aspects of the 
game on and off the court.”

Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Bucks’ season has 
had a few hiccups. In addition 
to the season opener vs. North 
Penn getting postponed, the 
makeup match with the Knights 
had to be rescheduled after an 
opposing player tested positive.

“We’ve been lucky; we’ve 
only had a couple games post-
poned,” said Sibel. “Every day 
you get to practice and get to 
play is a blessing.”

Gilbert added a players’ 
perspective.

“It’s tough. You plan your 
whole practice around the team 
you’re supposed to play and 
then it gets canceled.

“You’re just hoping it gets 
rescheduled; you’re hoping it 
doesn’t affect you. You’re hop-
ing the team that you just played 
doesn’t test positive and then 
your team has to quarantine.

“You hope that you don’t 
get shut down and that we can 
continue the season.”

The coach says Gilbert took 
on a role, organizing offseason 
workouts and drills for the play-
ers. Sibel says that helped pave 
the way for the development of 
sophomores Tai Henkels and 
Ava Longo along with freshman 
Alexis Castro.

stevesherman222@gmail.com
@stevesherman222 on Twitter

CB West keeping foothold 
in District One, despite departures

This is New Hope’s first year 
in the Suburban One League, 
having exited the Bicentennial 
Athletic League in the fall. 

“It’s definitely been better com-
petition to be in the SOL,” Chrencik 
said. “Last year, the competition 
wasn’t as tough and playing these 
harder teams is making us better as 
a team. 

“I think we’ve really found our 
groove and found what we do well 
together. We’re definitely hitting 
our stride at the right time and I 
think, especially leading into the 
rest of the season, we’re going to 
keep picking up momentum. It’s 

important to peak at the right time 
and I feel like we’re getting better 
and better every day.” 

New Hope takes a step up in 
class in District One, playing 4A 
this year. Last year, the Lions just 
missed a state berth in Class 3A, 
falling to St. Basil, 56-36, in the 
district final. 

“I think this year we came in 
knowing what we were facing 
with all the changes and with 
COVID,” New Hope senior 
guard Juliana Covino said. “I 
think having each other’s back 
and relying on each other has 
helped us get through it all. We 
had about three practices and 
then we had to stop because of 

COVID, but we did what we had 
to do to stay together. 

“We had Zoom calls. We were 
doing everything we could to stay 
close to each other and keep up the 
intensity.”

Covino agrees that moving to 
the SOL was good for the program. 

“We played some of the SOL 
schools last year so we knew what 
we were getting into, but I think 
we’ve really been rising to the 
occasion,” she said.   

“We’ve had success in the past 
and with that we have high expec-
tations, but I wouldn’t say we have 
pressure. It’s more excitement and 
an eagerness to play and to play to-
gether as a team. We want to go as 
far as we can and make the season 
last as long as possible.”

Covino also plays soccer and 
lacrosse for the Lions. She is a 
member of Peer Leadership and 
the National Honor Society, and 
plays guitar and piano. 

 “A lot of the girls on the 
basketball team are on the soccer 
team and we’re so close,” she 
said. “That’s also part of being in 
a smaller school. I love that sense 
of community that we have.”

She hasn’t chosen a college 
yet, but is considering a major 
in either political science or 
psychology, with an eye toward a 
law career. 

Covino had 12 points for New 
Hope, while Rachel Saxton poured 
in 16 and Kate Dougherty had 11. 

Carolyn Sipprell led the Pan-
thers with 10 points, including a 
3-point goal. Abigail McClaskey 
put up seven points and Katie 
Offner chipped in six, going 
6-for-6 at the free throw line, for 
Quakertown (3-10).

Quakertown hosts Central 
Bucks South for a non-league 
game on Thursday at 7 p.m. and 
on Friday plays host to Upper 
Dublin for an SOL Liberty Di-
vision game at 3:30 p.m., before 
finishing out the season with a 
non-league contest at Lower Mo-
reland on Monday at 7 p.m.

Cairn Athletics will sponsor the 
Rock Your Socks 5K March 20.

Hosted on campus by the Cairn 
cross country teams and RUN 
12:1, the university running club, 
the race celebrates World Down 
Syndrome Day (March 21). 
Wear your craziest socks to show 
support and awareness for Down 
syndrome, and for a chance to win 
the prize for craziest socks. 

The race will take place at 
Cairn University on Saturday, 
March 20, at 9:30 a.m. Awards 
will be presented for the top three 
male and female finishers. Par-
ticipants receive a race-specific 

T-shirt. 
Early registration is $25; 

day-of registration will be $30. 
High school and college students 
receive a $10 discount. 

Health and safety guidelines re-
lated to COVID-19 will be imple-
mented, including: mask-wearing 
before and after the race (optional 
on the course); social distancing 
of a minimum 6 feet at the start-
ing line; and use of hand sanitizer, 
disinfectant wipes, etc., which 
will be provided at the race. 

Registration is limited to 200 
participants. Learn more at cairn.
edu/5k.

Girls
basketball

Girls
basketball

Continued from page B1

New Hope extends win streak

Cairn Athletics sponsors 5K to mark  
World Down Syndrome Day
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Mary Jane Souder

Holden Emery gave glimpses 
of a bright future on the track as 
a sophomore. A year later, the 
then Central Bucks East junior 
put himself on the map with a 
pair of second-place finishes in 
the 800-meter run – first at the 
prestigious Ocean Breeze High 
School Invitational and then at 
the PTFCA State Indoor Track 
and Field Championships.

“I was able to have a win-
ter season before COVID shut 
everything down,” Emery said. 
“I placed second in a very big 
invitational at Ocean Breeze. 
That was where a ran 1:54, 
which was the first time I ran a 
very significant time that was a 
D1 standard.”

Emery – who also excels in 
the classroom – had plenty of 
opportunities when it came time 
to choose a college. The East se-
nior’s final list was an impressive 
one that included the University 
of Pennsylvania, Michigan, Yale 
and Columbia. He chose Penn 
with its storied track tradition at 
Franklin Field. He will compete 
in both track and cross country.

“Holden is an outstanding 
young man, and that’s even 
beyond the track,” East head 
coach Chris Pierangeli said. 
“The combination of incredible 
mental toughness, determination, 
perseverance and then the skill 
and talent and speed to go with it 
made Holden a joy to teach and 
coach. He’s one of the brightest 
kids I’ve had a chance to coach, 
and I know he will do tremen-
dous things at the University of 
Penn.”

Emery was one of seven East 
seniors recognized last Tuesday 
(Feb. 16) for committing to com-
pete in collegiate sports. Included 
were four members of the SOL 
Colonial Division and District 
One 3A championship field 
hockey team – Emily Bullard, 
Kenzie Lever, Phia Mannino and 
Miranda Szymborski.

For Bullard, a member of the 
2020 Rise Junior National Team, 
it came down to Penn State and 
Princeton. The all-state goalie, 
a four-year starter at East, chose 
Penn State where she plans to 
major in secondary education.

“There was something about a 
Big 10 school just being so excit-
ing, and there’s nothing quite like 

Penn State,” Bullard said. “I love 
the coaches – they’re absolutely 
fantastic.”

Bullard will be joined at 
Penn State by teammate Phia 
Mannino, who also considered 
Lafayette and Michigan.

“I was going there ever since 
I was little, and the campus 
has always felt comfortable 
and like home,” said Manni-
no, whose mother, East coach 
Meghann Spratt, played hockey 
at Penn State. “My siblings go 
there, and I just love the school 
spirit and everything about it – 
the coaching staff, the team and 
the environment.”

Lever, who plans to pursue 
a nursing major, chose James 
Madison University from a final 
list that included Drexel, St. 
Joe’s and Penn.

“The second I stepped on 
campus and met the coaches, 
I could just feel that it was a 
place I wanted to be,” Lever 
said. “The intense field hockey 
program as well as having the 
major I want – it was the best 
fit for me.”

Szymborski, who will major 
in business, chose DeSales 
University but also considered 
Rider, Stevenson, Widener and 
Arcadia. DeSales will afford 
her the opportunity to play both 
hockey and softball. 

“I also like the location so 
my family can see me play, and 
it’s close enough from home to 
be able to visit, but I’ll have the 
freedom of living on my own,” 
Szymborski said.

Spratt had high praise for her 
former players.

“To have Emily fill the goalie 
position with her confidence 
and skill level, that just set the 
tone for our defense from the 
time she stepped on the field 
until the day she graduated,” 
the Patriots’ coach said. “The 
amount of ground Kenzie can 
cover is incredible. I always 
had her in the midfield leading 
up to our last year because she 
runs the field. She does not 
want to lose and will do any-
thing it takes for the team.

“And Phia – her two biggest 
attributes are probably her grit 
and her desire. She just wants 
to win and she puts everybody 
before herself in order to win. 
She’ll set up the winning play, 
and if no one wants to, she’ll be 

the first one to grab the ball. 
“I told Miranda when she 

was telling me her interest in 
playing softball and field hock-
ey that it takes a very special 
athlete to be able to juggle two 
sports with her academics. I’m 
excited to see what her future 
holds in the classroom and on 
the field.”

Gabe Marshall and Jack 
Hamilton both have committed 
to play collegiate baseball. 

Hamilton, who plans to major 
in business, chose Lehigh 
from a final list that included 
Georgetown, Dartmouth and 
Penn. The 6-foot-9 senior also 
excels in basketball, but the 
choice became easy when the 
right-handed pitcher made a big 
jump in velocity the past year.

“The coaches at Lehigh 
were great, it’s close to home, 
and they play in a pretty good 
baseball conference,” Hamilton 
said. 

Marshall, who committed to 
Arcadia University, also consid-
ered DeSales and Immaculata.

“I really wanted to stay close 
to home,” Marshall said. “Once 
I saw Arcadia, I stopped there. 
It was a nice small school, the 
facilities were really nice, and 
it was a good vibe.”

East coach Kyle Dennis had 
good things to say about both 
of his right-handed pitchers.

“Gabe is a testament to what 
hard work can do,” the Patri-
ots’ coach said. “A couple of 
years ago, I’m not even sure he 
thought he could play college 
baseball. He didn’t have the 
arm strength, and he just devot-
ed himself over the last couple 
of years and put himself in a 
position where he could throw 
harder. He’s going to be in our 
rotation as a strong right-hand-
ed pitcher.

“Jack has put in an incredible 
amount of work over the past 
couple of years to make himself 
better, to make himself stron-
ger. He always had height, and 
he’s always had a pretty good 
arm, but he’s really focused 
on his flexibility and improved 
his strength training, and he’s 
really seen a jump in velocity. 
He’s going to be one of our 
front-end starters on the mound, 
and he’s going to do a great job 
for us. We couldn’t be any more 
excited.”

MARY JANE SOUDER

At CB East’s college commitment ceremony are seniors, from left, front row, Gabe Marshall, Jack 
Hamilton, Holden Emery; back row, Miranda Szymborski, Emily Bullard, Mackenzie Lever and Phia 
Mannino.

CB East seniors select colleges

Jeff Moeller

Quinn Collins knows how 
fleeting fate can be. While he 
cherished his first district title 

in the mo-
ment, the 
Central 
Bucks 

East junior is ready to move 
ahead.

“It was a really good feeling 
and it is indescribable,” said 
the 215-pounder, who was a 
state qualifier last year. “But 
it’s already in the past for me.

“It’s about looking at the big 
picture and trying to get back 
to states.”

Collins was among several 
local wrestlers who advanced 
to either the PIAA Class 3A 
Southeast Regional at Council 
Rock North and South high 
schools, depending on the 
weight class, and the South-
east Class 2A Regional at 
Central Dauphin High School 
this weekend. 

Quakertown hosted the 
District One Class 3A North 
Sectional, while Easton’s 
Charles Chrin Community 
Center hosted the District 11 
Class 2A championships last 
weekend.

Host Faith Christian was 
third as a team in the District 
One/12 Class 2A champion-
ship. The top two wrestlers in 
each bracket advanced to the 
next round.

Collins, whose team fin-
ished 10th overall, decisioned 
Central Bucks West junior 
Carl DiGiorgio, 10-8, in the 
finals. It was the eighth career 
meeting between the two, and 
Collins has won five of them. 
CB West was 11th overall as 
a team.

“We have had plenty of 
bouts that have gone back 
and forth between the two of 
us,” said Collins. “It is always 
fun to go against someone 
you know well, but it really 
doesn’t matter.”

Instead, it is all about get-
ting the big prize.

“I really became more con-
fident after last year,” added 
Collins. “I saw my hard work 

starting to pay off. I have been 
wrestling since I was 5, and I 
know how focused I have to 
be.”

Council Rock North was 
third in 3A behind Council 
Rock South and Quakertown, 
and seniors Kyle Hauserman 
(138) and Max Harar (285) 
captured individual titles.

Palisades senior Ben 
Haubert notched his second 
district title in the 2A bracket 
with a 3-1 sudden victory over 
Saucon Valley’s Jacob Jones in 
the 172-pound class. 

Teammate senior Mason 
Smeland was second at 152. 
The Pirates finished fourth as 
a team.

Haubert, a state qualifier 
last year, was confident that 
he would reach regionals. He 
became only the third Pirates 
wrestler to be a two-time dis-
trict champ behind his brother, 
Nathan, and current assistant 
coach Tyler Marsh.

“I had to keep going and 
knew I would get the take-
down,” he said. “It’s awesome 
to have my teammate and best 
friend Mason Smeland  make 
it to regionals with me. I have 
to get ready for regionals and 
I’m not even close to being 
done.

“Districts was a good first 
step, but I know I’ll see Jones 
again, and I’m looking for 
the same outcome. And I also 
want to one-up my brother 
and be a two-time regional 
champ.”

Faith Christian junior Eric 
Alderfer took the top spot at 
138 and fellow junior Leo 
Muzika won the 215-pound 
bracket. Freshman Cody 
Wagner (113), sophomore AJ 
Stayton (120), Lincoln Hower 
(145), Caleb Sine (160) and 
senior Luke Slack (285) all 
finished as runner-ups.       

Pennridge was eighth 
overall in 3A and freshmen 
Cole Coffin (106) and Sam 
Kuhns (113) both recorded 
second-place finishes. Central 
Bucks South was 15th in 3A 
and Gabe Whittington (138) 
finished as a runner-up for the 
Titans. 

CB East’s Collins 
captures district title 

Local wrestlers advance to regionals

Wrestling

“That was the match that 
turned it for us,” noted Silimp-
eri. “He’s a true 160-pound-
er who is giving up around 
30 pounds and came back 
a few times. If he doesn’t 
win, Quakertown wins going 
away.”

Cerulli wasn’t aware of the 
situation.

“I didn’t know at the time 
about the score,” he said. 
“They told me after the match. 
I just went out there and did 
what I could. It always is a 
tough match with them, and it 
was what we expected.”

Senior Cavan Kinne (106) 
and junior Matt Colajezzi 
(160) claimed championships 
and freshman Bekhruz Sadrid-
dinov and junior Tom Wolos-
hyn were second. 

“Kinne is a two-time district 
champ, and he had a great 

week,” said Silimperi. “Cola-
jezzi won his third district title 
and he looks good.

“(Sadriddinov) is going to 
be special, and Woloshyn is 
getting better every week.”

Freshman Mason Ziegler 
(113), sophomore Zach Borzio 
(126) and junior Todd Mc-
Gann (120) were first-place 
finishers and senior Domenic 
DeFalco (138) was second for 
Quakertown.

“It was a great day for us,” 
said Handel. “They wrestled 
their tails off. We were in the 
running, but we fell short at 
the end.

“We knew what we had with 
Ziegler because of what he 
did in junior high. McGann 
has dominated his opponents, 
and we knew he had it in him. 
Borzio had been steady, and 
DeFalco still is pretty focused.

“We like where we are, and 
we know we’ll see more of 
Council Rock South.” 

Council Rock South tops 
Quakertown for title

Continued from page B1
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Since 1981, Greenleaf Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, has provided the community 
with the highest-quality nursing and rehabilitation.  With 130 licensed beds, our staff is dedicated 

to enriching the lives of our senior residents and their families.  
•Long-Term Care
•Skilled Nursing Care
•Hospice and Respite Care
•Rehabilitation Care
•Vascular/Wound Care

•Pulmonary Care with  
       Tracheostomy Services
•Cardiac Care
•IV Therapy
•Dialysis Care

LET OUR FAMILY 
TAKE CARE OF 

YOURS!

400 SOUTH MAIN STREET
DOYLESTOWN, PA 18901

PHONE: (215) 348-2980
FAX: (215) 348-0128

Our Services 
include, but are 

not limited to:

For more information or to schedule a personal tour, please contact our Admissions 
Department at 215.348.2980 ext.203 or visit us online at www.greenleafnh.com

Doylestown resident and 2018 
Central Bucks High School East 
graduate Matthew Junker partici-
ped as a dancer in this year’s Penn 
State University Dance Marathon 
(“THON”) to honor fellow CB 
East alumnus Ian Fay, who passed 
away from a rare form of cancer 
in 2019. 

Junker, who was chosen to 
dance for the Sapphire Academ-
ic Leadership Program at Penn 
State, represented Team 213, a 
group formed by Fay’s friends to 
support him and his family when 
he was suddenly diagnosed in 
2018.

“I am dedicating my oppor-
tunity as a dancer to Ian Fay, a 
very close friend of mine and to 
many, and a hero in the Central 
Bucks community,” Junker said. 
“Ian’s battle with cancer has 
had a profound impact on my 
life, and I dearly miss his amaz-
ing personality and smile every 
single day. Through dancing at 
THON, I want to give back to 
Ian after all the wonderful mem-
ories and moments he has pro-
vided me and all he interacted 
with.”

When Fay was stricken with 
cancer as a junior in high school, 
it also struck the CB East school 
community hard. Junker and a 
small group of friends formed 
Team 213, named for Fay’s 
lucky number, to lift his spirits. 

They designed T-shirts in the 
style of Philadelphia 76ers jer-
seys, a favorite team of Fay’s, 
and sold nearly 2,000 shirts to 
fellow students and the com-
munity over the next two years, 
with proceeds benefiting the Fay 
family.

THON, an annual event at 
Penn State since 1973, is the 
world’s largest student-run 
philanthropy. Committed to en-
hancing the lives of children and 
families impacted by childhood 
cancer, its mission is to provide 
emotional and financial support, 
spread awareness, and ensure 
funding for critical research 
— all in pursuit of a cure. The 
year-long fundraising efforts 
culminate in a 46-hour dance 
marathon, which this year took 
place virtually Feb. 19 to 21. 
Proceeds from THON, which 
has raised $180 million over 
the years, benefit the Four Dia-
monds Foundation at Penn State 
Children’s Hospital.

Anyone who would like to 
join Team 213 in support of 
THON’s efforts can donate at 
Matthew Junker’s fundrais-
ing page, https://donate.thon.
org/index.cfm?fuseaction=do-
nordrive.participant&partici-
pantID=45790&fbclid=IwAR-
177l5pbF7_J7JNOvvu_lNz-
mOrD9yxpEnthtKMHKtFPb0k-
wEbonWbBdI54.

Doylestown resident dances in THON 
in remembrance of CB East graduate

Team 213 at CB East Mini-THON, 2019. 

Ian Fay, Will Forker and Matthew Junker.

The Fleet Reserve Association 
sponsors an annual essay contest to 
promote the spirit of Americanism 
and patriotism among the country’s 
youth.

FRA’s Americanism Essay Con-
test is open to all students, grades 
seven through 12, and local chapter 
FRA Brand 146 winners are from St. 
Isidore School in Quaketown.

St. Isidore School students who 
were awarded first and second place 
for their grade are: Maddie Abel 
(eighth), Sean Brogan (eighth), Lilla 
Berces (seventh) and Molly Law-
head (seventh).  

St. Isidore School Principal 
Dr. Robin Conboy with Fleet 
Reserve Association’s Ameri-

canism Essay Contest seventh 
grade winners Molly Lawhead, 
second place, and Lilla Berces, 

first place, and the Rev. Ken 
Brabazon, pastor.

St. Isidore School Principal Dr. Robin Conboy with Fleet Reserve Association’s Americanism Essay 
Contest eighth grade winners Sean Brogan, second place, and Maddie Abel, first place, and the Rev. 
Ken Brabazon, pastor.

St. Isidore students win essay contest

The following 58 Quakertown 
Community High School students 
were inducted into the National 
Honor Society on Feb. 1 in a virtual 
ceremony based on their commit-
ment to academics, service, charac-
ter, and leadership.

Superintendent Dr. Bill Harner 
and Principal Matthias van’t Hoen-
derdaal gave words of wisdom to 
the new initiates.

The students are Justin Adamson, 
Dylan Aponte, Madeline Baxter, 
Angelina Becker, Sophia Bezila, 
Cameron Byelich, Allison Caputo, 
Eryn Cianciola, Emma Donnelly, 
Ty Everitt, Dominic Ficarra, Nich-
olas Fletcher, Zachary Fondl, Kyla 
Frederick, Aiden Gallagher, Kurt 
Glaeser, Mark Gromadzki, Elijah 
Gruver, Ryan Hagan, Emma Har-
ris, Hannah Hensel, Yelizaveta 
Hernandez, Olivia Hopkins, McK-
enzie Huff, Austin Hunsberger, 
Sophia Inglis, Madison Jeffrey, 
John Juszynski, Zoie Kartsounas, 
Madison Kent, Emma Kowalski, 
Thomas Kozlusky, Madelyn La-
Bonge, Jordana Law, William Lee, 
Olivia Lesinski, Eliza Menser, Leah 
Mestayer, Laney Mitchell, Antonio 
Morano, Alexis Mowrer, Sara Nou-
ri, Katie Pakula, Siya Patel, Avi-
nash Paul, Delaney Peckham, Mel-
anie Pezzano, Samantha Poulter, 
Ryleigh Quinn, Sammi Radzai, 
William Robinson, Lucas Schwartz, 
Elizabeth Susavage, Kaitlyn Vargo, 
Emma Wentzel, Madalyn Whedon, 
Alexandra Wittmann and Anna 
Zheng.

Quakertown 
students inducted 
into honor society

Cairn University is accepting ap-
plications for its new online graduate 
certificate in TESOL. 

In the program, students will learn 
the methodology of teaching English 
to non-native speakers. Through the 
study of linguistics, culture and com-
munity, grammar, and pronunciation, 
graduates will be equipped to effec-
tively teach language-learners. 

The two-year, 21-credit program 
can be started in any semester. Field 
experience and a biblical worldview 
is integrated into all coursework, and 
students have the potential opportu-
nity to volunteer in the university’s 
Community English Language pro-
gram. 

To learn more about the graduate 
certificate, visit cairn.edu/programs/
online-graduate-certificate-in-tesol.

Cairn offers specialized 
graduate certificate
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EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS

3:30-5:30 7 Days

$13.99
DINNERS
INCLUDE

choice of soup
or salad, 2 sides

& dessert!

CandlewyCk
Rte 413 & 202 

Buckingham, PA
215.794.8233

Tyler Walk Tree Tenders, volunteers plant trees
Tyler Walk Tree Tenders planted four trees Nov. 20 to 

Nov. 22 on common grounds in the Tyler Walk Develop-
ment.

These common grounds serve as the storm water manage-
ment system for communities surrounding Tyler Walk as 
well as a portion of Tyler Walk itself. From Nov. 18 through 
Nov 22, hundreds of Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
Tree Tenders and other volunteers from 70 neighborhoods 
and communities throughout Philadelphia and the surround-
ing counties planted 1,100 trees in less than a week’s time.  

The increasing shade, flood management, water and car-
bon sequestration, and air purification these trees will pro-
vide over time is critical. According to climate scientists and 
the Philadelphia Climate & Urban Systems Partnership led 
by the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia is projected to experi-
ence up to 21 more days over 90 degrees by the 2020s. Sub-
urban Philadelphia has experienced a significant increase in 
rain fall, while pests such as the emerald ash bore have killed 
large numbers of mature trees. 

The cost of the trees was funded through the PHS Tree 
Vitalize, Plant One Million and Tree Tender’s program and 
the Tyler Walk Home Owner’s Association. Labor was pro-
vided by volunteers. 

In 2017, the group planted eight trees and in 2018, the 
group planted an additional 10 trees both times with the aid 
of local Boy Scout Troop 99. This year due to COVID-19, 
three two-person teams led by Suzanne Wheeler, Anthony 
Gambescia and Francine Kaplan planted the four trees. 

FRANCINE KAPLAN

Anthony Gambescia and his 
son, Mark, planted an Acer my-
abei tree. 

FRANCINE KAPLAN 

Volunteer Rhonda Sherrod 
stands with a Tilia tomentosa 
tree.

Suzanne Wheeler, Anthony Gambescia and 
Francine Kaplan plant a tree in the Tyler 
Walk Development. 

A few weekends ago a large 
group of volunteers gathered to 
transform the grounds of the Wesley 
A.M.E. Church in Swarthmore.  
The gathering was inspirational 
on many levels. Undoubtedly, for 
some it was their entrée to volun-
teering and perhaps gardening.

If you live in Swarthmore or for 
that matter the Delaware Valley 
and have an interest in learning 
to garden then a great pathway to 
learning more about gardening 
is to get involved in a number 
of horticultural institutions who 
have volunteer programs that 
are integral to their operations.

In our backyard, the Scott 
Arboretum has the Arboretum 
Assistant program, where the 
staff train volunteers to help out 
in a multitude of ways through-
out the arboretum from planting 
to pruning and garden cleanup.  

The Swarthmore Horticultural So-

ciety maintains 13 local gardens such 
as the gardens at the Post Office, 
War Memorial, Centennial Park, 
Gateway Garden, Clock Garden at 
the Train Station, and COOP. All 
these gardens are 100% maintained 
by volunteers of all skill levels.  

We are fortunate to have world-
class gardeners on our team like 
Charles Cresson who is always 
willing to share his knowledge and 
expertise with gardening new-
comers.  For more information on 
volunteering with the Swarthmore 
Horticultural Society see, swarth-
morehorticulturalsociety.org.

Philadelphia is rightly called 
America’s Garden Capital. The 
Greater Philadelphia Gardens is 
a consortium of public gardens 
representing 36 public gardens 
within a 50-mile radius of Philadel-
phia. And, almost all of them have 
volunteer opportunities, including 
Longwood Gardens, Jenkins Ar-

boretum, Tyler Arboretum, Morris 
Arboretum, Delaware Center of 
Horticulture, and, of course, The 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society.

The Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society (PHS), founded in 1827, has 
been a volunteer-based institution 
since its inception. In late winter, 
of every year for the last 190 years, 
volunteers have convened to put 
on the Philadelphia Flower Show 
and that tradition continues today 
where thousands of well-versed 
and novice volunteers get involved 
in a myriad of volunteer roles at 
the Philadelphia Flower Show.  

When I came to the Scott 
Arboretum as an intern in 1986, I 
quickly got recruited to volunteer 
at the Flower Show helping in the 
Horticourt in 1987. The Philadelphia 
Flower Show is a perfect venue 
for all types of volunteers – all are 
welcome. Throughout the year, there 
are many other ways for volunteers 

to get involved, from gardening at 
our public garden, Meadowbrook 
Farm in Jenkintown, or at our public 
landscapes including the Azalea 
Garden, Rodin Museum Gardens, 
Logan Circle, Eastern State Pen-
itentiary and the Navy Yard.  

PHS’ Tree Tenders Group is a 
program that trains volunteers to 
become stewards of street trees in 
their communities. Tree Tenders 
lead community-based tree planting 
projects; teach other volunteers on 
how to properly care and maintain 
street trees; and advocate for the 
planting of street trees in general.  

PHS also collaborates with 
hundreds of community gardens in 
Philadelphia and beyond.  These 
community-based vegetable gardens 
are a great avenue to both grow your 
own vegetables, and to engage with 
the local community and volunteer.  
For further information on volun-
teering for PHS see,  phsonline.

org/volunteer/for-individuals.
In addition to the aforementioned, 

our area has a myriad of garden 
clubs and many very active plant 
societies like the Mid-Atlantic 
Hardy Plant Society, Liberty Bell 
Gesneriad Society, Philadelphia 
Cactus and Succulent Society, 
North American Rock Garden 
Society: Delaware Valley Chapter, 
American Rhododendron Soci-
ety: Greater Philadelphia Chapter, 
Herb Society of America: Phila-
delphia Unit and the list goes on.

It could be argued that there are 
more volunteer opportunities in 
horticulture and gardening within 30 
miles of Swarthmore than anywhere 
else in the country.  Thinking back 
40 years ago when I was just starting 
to learn about gardening, I found 
opportunities at the YMCA, 4-H and 
with Future Farmers of America and 
all were great beginning gateways 
to my interest in gardening.

In the Garden with Andrew                   Getting involved: A pathway to gardening

This winter, the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, the oldest outdoor 
group in the United States, chal-
lenges you to spend two hours of 
outdoor exercise every week (so-
cial distancing, of course).

Even though the entire country 
is experiencing two fewer weeks of 
snow cover compared to 100 years 
ago, wherever you live in Ameri-
ca, getting outdoors regularly will 
provide mental benefits as well as 
physical ones.

Despite the fact winter may be 
fundamentally shifting, AMC’s 
Colby Meehan, leadership training 
manager, reveals six survival tips 
for thriving, surviving and basking 
in everything Mother Nature has to 
offer during winter 2021:

1. Plan your adventure: Avoid 
a 911 emergency by mapping out 
your exact route, choosing an alter-
nate route for emergencies and cal-
culating how long your round-trip 
excursion will be. Make a trip plan 

and bring things like high-energy 
snacks and water for a more enjoy-
able day out.

2. Find the forecast: Check the 
forecast before you go by listen-
ing/watching/reading your favorite 
weather predictions in advance. 
This will help you prepare for the 
appropriate climate while you are 
out and about. Observe weather 
changes as they emerge and change 
your plan for the day as needed to 
avoid severe weather.

3. Dress appropriately: Carry 
the right gear based on the weather 
predictions to pack appropriately. 
Understanding how to layer for 
winter makes a world of differ-
ence. Avoiding fabrics like cotton 
and opting for ones like polyester 
or wool can turn a miserable, risky 
outing into a pleasant one. For 
good measure, take extra pairs of 
gloves, mittens and socks for espe-
cially cold temperatures.

4. Build a safe and protected out-
door living space: To guarantee a 
fun and safe small gathering under 
COVID conditions, you can create 
the perfect outdoor living space 
on a variety of different budgets. 
Fire pits are affordable, secure heat 
sources, and waterproof seating 
offers comfort while keeping you 
dry. Prep meals in advance so you 
can focus on fun and enjoy your 
time outside. Maintain social dis-
tancing guidelines (at least six feet 
apart) from other campsites when 

making your own. Finally, remem-
ber the Leave No Trace principles 
when you leave, which ask you to 
carry out anything that does not be-
long in nature.

5. Outdoor recreation and well-
ness: Winter brings a multitude 
of activities and sports. It can be 
as advanced as snowboarding 
and skiing; but you can also have 
a blast without snow by jogging, 
picnicking or hiking. Studies show 
that spending at least 120 minutes 
outdoors every week boosts your 
well-being.  

6. Explore the city outdoors: City 
dwellers also have ways to revel 
outside during COVID. Whether 
you decide to walk around your 
neighborhood for 20 minutes a 
day, take up birdwatching in a local 
park for an afternoon or even study 
the surrounding architecture, time 
spent outside is good for you.  

For information, visit outdoors.
org.

Group challenges you to spend two hours a week outdoors

The Delaware River Basin Com-
mission (DRBC) said New Jersey 
Gov. Philip D. Murphy will kick 
off the Advisory Committee on 
Climate Change (ACCC) Forum 
on Climate Change and the Dela-
ware River Basin with a prerecord-
ed message on March 2.

Murphy serves as a DRBC com-
missioner and has been an active 
leader in the study and planning for 
dealing with climate change in the 
region. The forum will occur on the 
second day of the Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary’s (PDE) bi-
ennial Science and Environmental 
Summit, which takes place online 
from March 1 to 3.

NASA scientist Benjamin Ham-
lington, who leads NASA’s Sea 
Level Change Science Team at the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasa-
dena, Calif., will follow Murphy to 
provide the forum’s keynote pre-
sentation. 

Providing a local perspective, 
Philadelphia NBC10 meteorologist 
Glenn “Hurricane” Schwartz will 
discuss climate change impacts on 
rain, snow and flooding in the Ba-
sin.

The one-day forum also will 

feature speakers from Rutgers Uni-
versity, The Water Center at Penn, 
Shippensburg University, Colum-
bia University, USGS, PDE and 
DRBC. 

To attend, register at pdesum-
mit2021.eventbrite.com.

N.J. Gov. Murphy kicking off 
climate change forum
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Our staff is
* Bonded and Insured
* English speaking
* Have passed criminal
backround checks

They come ready to work
* bring all of their own cleaning supplies,
and equipment

* trained to clean all surfaces
in and out of your office.

215-491-3092
Family Owned and Operated

Member of
Central Bucks Chamber

of Commerce
ARCSI 

Cleaning Seal of Excellence.

NOBODY WANTS 
A DIRTY OFFICE.

FOCUS ON YOUR BUSINESS.
WE WILL DO THE DIRTY WORK.

John Dwyer

I had the pleasure of going 
back to the live theater at Music 
Mountain on Friday where I saw 
“Strollin’ Down Broadway: a 50’s 
Revue,” arranged and conceived 
by Louis Palena and Jordan Bren-
nan.

The first act is a pastiche of soft 
rock music made popular by Con-
nie Francis, Frankie Lymon, Bob-
by Darin and others. The appeal 
will be great for those old enough 
to remember.

The second act contains songs 
from the popular Broadway mu-
sicals of the time.  Both the lyr-
ics and the patter created between 
songs hearken back to a more in-
nocent time. It is a pleasant eve-
ning out, filled with good whole-
some fun.  

Gary Lumpkin, who previously 
played Henry in Bristol River-
side Theatre’s “Next to Normal,” 
stood out, as Melvin the Nerd in 
the first act, with his two solos, 
“Splish Splash” and “Rockin’ 
Robin,” and later with his “Hey, 
There” from “The Pajama Game,” 
which was exceptionally smooth 
and nuanced.

Kudos to the stage manager or 
special effects person and/or di-
rector who highlighted it all with 
a smoky effect. 

Lumpkin is a graduate from 
Wagner College, which turns out 
excellent musical theater practi-
tioners, as evidenced by his fel-
low alumni on stage, Emily Cobb. 
Her sassy persona is on display 
throughout the night and she had 
the best transition from one song 
to another created by Palena/

Brennan, with the needed perfect 
timing to enter in on the beat for 
“Why Do Fools Fall in Love?” 
Her rendition of that song was one 
of the highlights of the evening. 

The other performers include 
Sarah Andersen, Olivia Franken-
bach, Scott Murphy and Aidan 
Rice. There are 23 songs sung in 
the revue, including “The Twist” 
sung by Rice and Cobb, “Good 
Golly, Miss Molly” by Rice, the 
delightful “When You Got It, 
Flaunt it” delivered joyfully by 
Frankenbach from “The Produc-
ers,” and the classic “West Side 
Story’s” “Something’s Coming” 
sung beautifully by Murphy.

A special shout-out to Ander-
sen, whose legit soprano voice 
was utilized marvelously for her 
two solos: the pop classic “You 
Belong to Me” and “Goodnight 

My Someone” from “The Music 
Man.”  

You can attend theater safely at 
Music Mountain Theater as they 
have made sure that actors, staff 
and, most especially, the audience 
are protected. All audience and 
staff are required to wear masks. 
They limit audience capacity be-
low the number set by the state of 
New Jersey.

They take your temperature 
when you enter. This is done daily 
to all the staff, as well. The theater 
is thoroughly cleaned between 
performances. All individuals and 
families are spaced safely.

The HVAC system has “air 
scrubbers” attached to it, giving 
clean, fresh and “scrubbed” air 
to the facility. Hand sanitizers are 
located throughout. The actor’s in 
the dressing rooms are properly 

spaced and are masked. Onstage, 
the blocking of the show primarily 
has the singers singing from their 
own individual platforms. 

 But if your comfort level has 
still not been met, there is a sec-
ond option, as well. You, also, can 
attend the show virtually, which 
is one ticket price but then cov-
ers a family’s streaming device, 
allowing more viewers to see the 
program.  

Support the arts and this fine 
theater company. Music Moun-
tain Theatre is a blessing for our 
community. This show is joyful 
and funny with songs sung by a 
young, high energy talented cast 
that bring up sweet memories. A 
very fulfilling and enjoyable time. 
The show runs through Feb. 28. 
For tickets, visit musicmountain-
theatre.org.

Talented cast performs MMT’s rollicking Broadway revue

Flemington Speedway Histor-
ical Society (FSHS) has made 
the difficult decision to cancel its 
scheduled “A Look Back to Midg-
et Racing” premier event during 
the Dirt Track Heroes car show at 
the Palmer Mall in Easton, sched-
uled for Saturday, March 6.

The decision was made because 
of the number of coronavirus cas-
es and the current CDC guidelines 
and restrictions in place for indoor 
events.

FSHS President Dennis Tret-
ter stated, “All of us at FSHS 
feel the responsible decision was 
made in canceling the premier 
‘A Look Back to Midget Racing’ 
event at the Dirt Track Heroes car 
show, which has also been can-
celed for 2021. With the current 

COVID-19 restrictions in place, 
it would have been impossible to 
host the event in the manner that 
fans are accustomed to seeing our 
FSHS events.”

The “A Look Back to Midget 
Racing” was a scheduled premier 
event with guest speakers, numer-
ous midget race cars and memora-
bilia, as well as several other race 
cars from different eras and race 
divisions. There is no rescheduled 
date at this time.

Flemington Speedway Histori-
cal Society Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization whose mission 
is to preserve, protect, and docu-
ment the history of the Fleming-
ton Fairgrounds and Speedway. 
For information, flemington-
speedwayhistoricalsociety.com

Flemington Speedway Historical 
Society cancels Midget event

Mario Andretti, on his way 
to winning the ARDC Midget 
feature at the Flemington Fair 
Speedway, his first of three 
midget feature victories on 
Labor Day 1963. The car An-
dretti is driving is the Mataka 
Brothers 33, which would soon 
become the “3N1,” forever 
commemorating the feat.

McCarter Theatre Center in as-
sociation with Princeton Univer-
sity Health Services, The 24 Hour 
Plays and Innovations in Socially 
Distant Performance, a project 
of the Lewis Center for the Arts 
at Princeton, has launched “The 
Manic Monologues,” a digital the-
atrical experience to disrupt stigma 
and spotlight a conversation about 
mental health. 

A psychotic break inspired a 
Stanford University geology stu-
dent to create a play in an effort 
to de-stigmatize mental illness. In 
2017, Zack Burton was diagnosed 
with bipolar disorder while fin-
ishing his Ph.D. Elisa Hofmeister 
helped him through his journey.

The two created a series of true 
vignettes they called “The Manic 
Monologues.” The play was first 
performed live at Stanford in 2019. 

McCarter planned a profession-
al staged reading in 2020. When 
COVID-19 halted live events, the 
project was re-conceived for virtu-
al consumption. 

Visitors to the interactive web-
site will journey through the minds 
and stories of individuals who have 
something to say about the way 
mental illness has affected their 
lives. A series of 21 monologues 
performed by professional actors 
can be viewed at one’s own pace.

The site is a “studio space” 
where the visitor can creatively 
and anonymously interact and re-
spond to the true stories. A virtual 
resource guide has links to help 
and support.

Visit mccarter.org/manicmono-
logues.

Virtual theater creates 
conversation on mental health

Bucks Playhouse offers Disney Broadway dance class series
Bucks County Playhouse has 

added a new online Broadway 
dance class series to its lineup of 
education programs, which have 
moved online for winter 2021. 

In the Broadway Dance Work-
shops: Disney Series, partici-
pants will learn original chore-
ography from various Disney 
Broadway musicals.

Students can enroll in all 
three weeks ($65) or choose the 
weekly drop-in option ($25 per 
class). The course will run on 
Saturdays from 12:45 to 2 p.m. 
on Feb. 27 (“Aladdin”), March 6 
(“The Lion King”) and March 13 
(“Newsies”). Returning students 
can receive a 20% discount for 
referrals and there is a sibling 
discount of 20% as well. 

To receive a discount, inquire 
prior to registration at info@
bcptheater.org. Registration is 
available online at bcptheater.
org.

The instructor is Dani Tucci 
Juraga, who owns and operates 
the Downstage Center Dance 
Studio in Bucks County, where 
she lives with her husband, son 
and several furry creatures. She 
started her career performing 
for Broadway, National Tours, 
and Cruise Lines before expand-
ing to choreography for theater, 
tours and TV.  She is on staff as 
adjunct professor at Rider Uni-
versity, teaching artist/choreog-
rapher at the Bucks County Play-
house and is a  member of Actors 
Equity and SAG-AFTRA.  

The Martin Guitar Charitable 
Foundation has awarded 55 grants 
to Lehigh Valley and national or-
ganizations.

The foundation’s core principles 
are to support Martin Guitar’s en-
gagement with nonprofit music, 
arts, education, environmental ac-
tion, and human service organiza-

tions.  
Lehigh Valley and regional orga-

nizations receiving foundation sup-
port included ArtsQuest, Da Vinci 
Science Center, Miller-Keystone 
Blood Center, Moravian Historical 
Society, Northampton Community 
College Foundation, PBS 39, Sec-
ond Harvest, State Theatre Center 

for the Arts, Touchstone Theatre, 
WDIY-FM, and several other Le-
high Valley charities. 

The Northampton Community 
Foundation grant supports equip-
ment and materials for the col-
lege’s guitar-making program in 
Bethlehem.  

The foundation also made grants 

to national organizations with 
strong arts presence and programs 
in acoustic guitar education and re-
search.

The foundation will accept ap-
plications for 2021 grants between 
Aug. 1, and Sept. 1. To obtain 
guidelines, send an inquiry by 
email to dickboak@gmail.com.

Martin Guitar Foundation announces grants

Zoellner Arts Center in part-
nership with Lehigh Universi-
ty’s United Nations Program, 
together with the United Nations 
Department of Global Commu-
nications at 1 p.m. Thursday, 
March 4, presents “Return to 

the Root: Exploring Racism 
Through Dance.” 

The program is a conversa-
tion about racism and slavery 
with moderators Mark Fitzger-
ald Wilson, executive director 
of Zoellner Arts Center and 

Dr. Terry-Ann Jones, Lehigh 
University director of Africana 
Studies, featuring insight from 
Rafael Palacios, artistic direc-
tor of Sankofa Danzafro, an Af-
ro-Colombian dance company, 
with remarks from Maher Nass-

er, the director of the Outreach 
Division in the United Nations 
Department of Global Commu-
nications.

To register, visit lehigh.zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_PGA-
kMqtNR7qdGE01pOuFvA.

Lehigh program explores racism through dance

Lift your spirits now while 
listening to over 1.5 hours of 
free music on “The Jazz Sanc-
tuary Live: Volume V.”

This latest video was record-
ed last December at Morning-
star Studios in East Norriton. 

Volume V includes such fa-
vorites as: “My Funny Valen-
tine,” “Don’t Take Your Love 
from Me,” “It All Depends 
on You,” and “Dream a Little 
Dream for Me.”

Visit thejazzsanctuary.com/
the-jazz-sanctuary-live/ to en-
joy this new video.

As much as possible, said 
Alan Segal, executive director 
of The Jazz Sanctuary the vid-
eos replicate the 578 live per-
formances his organization has 
given in the area since 2011, 
noting that this is The Jazz 
Sanctuary’s 10th anniversary. 
Sponsors and donors paid for 
production costs.

While there’s no charge to 
view the video, Segal does ask 
those who are able to give to 
consider donating to The Jazz 
Sanctuary. The free concerts 
keep musicians working and 
also help viewers and listeners 
better deal with pandemic pres-
sures.

The Jazz Sanctuary 
releases fifth live 
video concert

Delaware Valley University Pres-
ident Dr. Maria Gallo facilitated a 
discussion on diversity and equity 
at the 2021 National Association of 
State Departments of Agriculture 
winter conference on Tuesday, Feb. 
23. Dr. Gallo moderated “Equity at 
the Table: Committing to diversity in 
food and agriculture policymaking,” 
which examined ways of dismantling 
systemic racism in the nation’s food 
and agriculture systems.

The 2021 NASDA Winter Policy 
Conference, “Together at the Table,” 
runs from Feb. 22 through Feb. 25 
and is being held virtually. 

The panelists for the “Equity at 
the Table” session included Quin-
ton Robinson, policy advisor at The 
Rural Coalition, A-dae Romero-Bri-
ones, director of programs for Native 
Agriculture and Food Systems at 
First Nations Development Institute, 
and Karis Gutter, who leads Govern-
ment & Industry Affairs for Corteva 
Agriscience. Gutter is also the found-
ing member of Black Professionals in 
Food and Agriculture.

The panel discussed diversity and 
inclusion in food and agriculture in 
the U.S. and offered insight on how 
to make sure all voices are heard.

DelVal president 
moderates panel on 
diversity and agriculture
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New Hope resident attempts 
record-breaking pull-up feat

New Hope resident Ken Gunter is be-
lieved to have set a Guinness World Re-
cord on Feb. 12 at New Hope Fitness.

Gunter’s goal was to beat the current Guin-
ness World Record of 18 pull-ups in one min-
ute with a 100-pound weighted backpack. 

Gunter, 34, a Washington state native who played foot-
ball at Princeton, spent months training for the tough task.

After one minute, Gunter’s wife, Sonia, re-
corded 20 pull-ups, hopefully setting a new re-
cord. It will take at least two weeks for Guin-
ness officials to verify and certify the results.

Photographs by Gordon Nieburg

Ken Gunter with his wife, Sonia, and his children, 
Kenny and Cannon. 

 Local witnesses check and weigh the 100-pound backpack.

Ken Gunter is congratulated by 
gym owner Dan Kramli. 

Ken Gunter prepares the 
backpack and adds an addi-

tional weight for warm-up 
exercises.  Ken Gunter begins to do pull-ups as witnesses use a timer set for one 

minute.
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 buckscountyherald.com/donate

Join the Friends of the Herald who are keeping 
local journalism alive in our community.

Without you, 
our stories may go untold.
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True peanut butter fans don’t 
need a single day to celebrate their 
favorite nut spread. But there are 
at least two days each year desig-
nated to celebrate this sandwich 
favorite of children and adults.

Peanut Butter Day was Jan. 
24, while National Peanut Butter 
Lover’s Day falls this Monday on 
March 1(nationaltoday.com/na-
tional-peanut-butter-lovers-day/ ). 

The history of peanut butter 
goes back centuries to the Incas, 
who may have been the first to 
grind peanuts into an edible paste. 
It became popular in the United 
States after doctor and nutrition-
ist John Harvey Kellogg of cereal 
fame filed for a patent for peanut 
butter in 1895. As early as 1896, 
Good Housekeeping encouraged 
homemakers to make their own 
with a meat grinder, and suggested 
spreading it on bread.

Today we find many more uses 
for peanut butter that just sand-
wiches. We bake it in pies, muf-
fins, cookies and cakes, and use 
it in a variety of candies and ice 

creams. Savory peanut butter 
dishes include soups, stews and 
stir-fries. And many local brewer-
ies offer their own take on peanut 
butter beer.

So cheers to peanut butter by 
raising a sandwich in its honor. 
Or you could try this easy recipe 
for peanut butter fudge from tas-
teofhome.com. (I would substitute 
chocolate chips for the walnuts.)

Peanut Butter Fudge
1 pound white candy coating
1 cup creamy peanut butter
1 cup coarsely chopped walnuts

1. Melt coating in a saucepan 
over medium-low heat, stirring 
constantly until smooth. Remove 
from the heat; stir in peanut butter 
and walnuts. Spread into a greased 
8-inch square pan. Chill until firm. 
Cut into 1-inch squares.

Susan S. Yeske: Recipe of the Week
Two days mark celebration of peanut butter 

 TASTEOFHOME.COM 

Peanut butter fudge is a sweet 
way to enjoy America’s favorite 
nut spread.

Susan S. Yeske

When COVID-19 struck the 
family that owns two popular local 
restaurants, it resulted in tragedy. 

The extended Egoavil fami-
ly tested positive for the virus, 
but Fausto Egoavil, patriarch 
of the clan that owns Quinoa in 
Doylestown and El Tule in Lam-
bertville, N.J., succumbed to the 
disease. The rest of the family re-
covered, said his son Jack Egoavil, 
and were shocked when their oth-
erwise strong, healthy father and 
husband lost his life.

“He had no underlying condi-
tions,” said Egoavil of his father, 
who was almost 70. The family 
closed both restaurants for weeks 
in order to do a deep clean and en-
sure everyone else had time to re-
cover from the virus. 

The restaurants have carried on 
since then, with El Tule celebrat-
ing its 10th anniversary this year 
and Quinoa its seventh. Egoavil 
said that at the onset of the pan-
demic they ramped up their take-
out meals, creating family meals 
for four that proved to be very suc-
cessful.

In recent months the restaurants 
have been closed for indoor din-
ing, but remained open for takeout 
and delivery. “We wanted to keep 

ourselves and the public safe,” said 
Egoavil. While they couldn’t dine 
in, takeout was busy, Egoavil said. 
“They could still get the food they 
love.”

The staff used the time to de-
velop new specials, create $21 
three-course prix fixe dinners 
on Wednesdays, add lunchtime 

“bowls,” create half-price fajita 
specials and a locals night, and to 
switch to using only paper bags.

To make the bags more festive, 
the staff draws pictures and writes 
short, upbeat messages on them for 
their customers. 

“People love them,” said 
Egoavil.

El Tule may reopen its dining 
room under New Jersey’s virus 
restrictions beginning March 1. 
The state allows 35 percent seating 
capacity and requires masks unless 
customers are seated and eating.

The months since the beginning 
of the pandemic have been hard, 
Egoavil said, as they have strug-
gled to stay in business and to 
honor their father while mourning 
him. 

“But we are doing what we 
love,” he said, and that’s the most 
important thing. When not crafting 
their Peruvian and Mexican dishes, 
they are helping out in the commu-
nity, including preparing 100 taco 
meals at a time for distribution to 
those who visit the Delaware Val-
ley Food Pantry in Lambertville.

COVID-19 struck the whole family; one member did not survive

El Tule/Quinoa photos

Jack Egoavil shows off two of 
the paper bags the staff deco-
rates for each customer, featur-
ing upbeat sayings and colorful 
drawings.

The Egoavil clan; patriarch Fausto Egoavil is shown at far right.

The League of Women Vot-
ers of Bucks County offers a 
series of free virtual panel dis-
cussions on hunger and food 
insecurity in Bucks County.

The first session, “Hungry 
Families: The Problem, the Peo-
ple, and the Unmet Needs,” will 
take place at 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, March 6. Nonprofit leaders 
on the front lines of addressing 

food insecurity in Bucks County 
will discuss the issue, with time 
for attendees’ questions.

The other programs are at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 20, 
and 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 
10.

The public is invited to join 
in and participate in any or all 
of the sessions. To register for 
any of the programs, go to bit.ly/
HungerSeries. After registering, 
you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information 
about joining the webinar. Once 
registered, you can attend any or 
all three of the series. 

The March 6 program will 
include guest speaker Tim Phil-
pot, director of Financial Stabil-
ity & Health at United Way of 
Bucks County. Panelists will 
be Heather Foor, who oversees 
the Bucks County Opportu-
nity Council’s food program, 
and Kristin Chapin, associate 
director for the YWCA Bucks 
County. 

At the March 20 program, 
panelists will focus on Too 
Hungry to Learn: Food Inse-
curity in our Schools. The third 
session on April 10 will address 
the Hunger Crisis: It Does Not 
Have to Be So.

For information, visit lwv-
bucks.org, call 215-230-9986 or 
email lwvbuckspa@gmail.com.

LWV hosts virtual 
panels on hunger, 
food insecurity

KRISTIN CHAPIN

TIM PHILPOT



Four new attorneys 
have joined the practice 
of Sweet, Stevens, Katz & 
Williams in New Britain.

The new associates 
bring experience in litiga-
tion and defense in civil 
rights, discrimination and 
child welfare, among oth-
er areas.  

Bethany O’Neill Byrne 
manages Right-to-Know 
inquiries and tax assess-
ment appeals, as well as 
providing advice in gener-
al areas such as policy and operational issues. She 
is a graduate of Widener University School of Law.

Laura Heller Isen-
berg handles civil rights 
defense, employment 
discrimination, special 
education and student 
services. A longtime 
clerk for the Honorable 
Jacob P. Hart, United 
States Magistrate Judge 
for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania,she is fluent 
in Spanish and Hebrew 
and is a graduate of the 

Georgetown University 
Law Center. 

Suzanne Pontious 
works in civil rights de-
fense, special education 
and student services. 
Previously, she served as 
deputy city solicitor for 
the City of Philadelphia 
Law Department’s Child 
Welfare Unit. She is a 
graduate of Temple Uni-
versity Beasley School of 
Law. 

Tammy J. Schmitt han-
dles civil rights defense, special education and 
student services. She has represented families of 

students with educational 
disabilities in their claims 
against school entities. 
She also has litigated 
both special education 
matters and cases involv-
ing civil rights and em-
ployment discrimination 
on behalf of school and 
public entities. She holds 
a J.D. from the Tem-
ple University Beasley 
School of Law. 
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The majority of the 20.5 million 
American jobs lost in April 2020 
belonged to women, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Women were disproportionately 
affected by COVID-19 layoffs and 
furloughs, with some calling it a 
“she-cession.” Fifty-five percent 
of the 20.5 million jobs lost in 
April 2020 belonged to women, 
according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. This fact sadly represent-
ed an abrupt reversal of a milestone 
in December 2019, when women 
held more payroll jobs than men 
for the first time in about a decade.

Whether you were laid off 
or decided to leave the work-
force due to escalating priorities 
at home, there are options for 
pivoting your career or increasing 
your income that will leave you 
feeling successful and satisfied.

The possibilities are endless
The pandemic has given rise 

to side hustles, gig work, moon-
lighting and entrepreneurship out 
of necessity for more flexibility. 
The exhilarating part about doing 
something on your own is that 
you’re in control; in control of it 
all, from your schedule and income 
to your customers and delivery.

Pursue passions if you can, as 
this is an opportunity to make a 
life-altering shift. And you’ve heard 
it before: doing what you love 
means never working a day in your 
life. That being said, now might not 
feel like the time for soul-search-
ing; it’s admirable to support your 
family in any way you want.

Inspired to get your 
own thing started?

Many women discover a business 
opportunity by creating a solution 
to a problem they are struggling 
with. Case in point: A woman in 
Dunedin, Fla., found herself racking 
her brain before going to bed each 
night, uninspired about what to do 
with her Elf on the Shelf. So she 
prepped a bunch of funny scenarios 
that would excite the kids. After 

posting them on Facebook, other 
moms started asking if they could 
buy pre-made kits from her. She 
(unintentionally) banked thousands 
just in time for the holidays.

Build your brand. No matter 
what you plan to do, build your 
personal brand around it. You 
can do this organically by using 
the social media channels you’re 
already using. Consider creating 
content for these channels that’s 
geared toward your new business. 
Instead of looking for a sale in ev-
ery post though, aspire to educate, 
which will help you build trust and 
authority on the subject at hand.

Make connections. In-person 
networking isn’t happening in its 
former formal glory, but you can 
casually mention your new gig 
with people you come across. Once 
you become purposeful in talking 
about your new business, you’d be 
surprised how it fits into conversa-
tion without you feeling like you’re 
making a pitch. Additionally, tap 
into your existing network and 
rekindle previous relationships.

Join others. Going out on your 
own can be scary, but joining an 
existing platform that already has 
processes in place and buyers at 
the ready may ease the burden 
of getting your business off the 
ground. Think about starting an 
Etsy shop, teaching on Udemy 
or offering technical services 
on Upwork. These allow for the 
flexibility without all the respon-
sibility of bringing in customers.

Companies are listening
Work-life balance was already 

being phased out for work-life 
blend, and COVID-19 accel-
erated the transition. Life has 
become more integrated than 
ever before. And, according to 
a study by McKinsey & Com-
pany, certain challenges like 
lack of flexibility, an expecta-
tion of always being “on” and 
increasing caregiving burdens 
are more likely to push women 

out of the workforce than men.
Companies have realized 

the need to accommodate em-
ployees’ growing need for 
flexibility and have made ad-
justments in the name of at-
tracting and retaining talent.

Flexible work schedules: 
DuckDuckGo, a search engine 
and privacy organization, allows 
employees to “work wherever, 
whenever.” Other companies 
are offering compressed work-
weeks, reduced work hours 
and expanded work-weeks.

Focus on learning and develop-
ment (L&D): The world became 
more digital overnight and new 
skills are needed to succeed. A 
survey from LinkedIn Learning 
found that 64% of L&D profes-
sionals reported training employ-
ees to fill skill gaps had grown as 
a priority during the pandemic.

Mental health days: Some 
companies already offered 
unlimited paid time off, hence a 
mental health day anytime one’s 
needed. But Google, Cisco and 
Indeed are among companies 
that instituted mental health days 
for all employees to step away 
from their “office” amidst the 
pandemic. Indeed recently said 
it will extend the extra monthly 
“holidays” through at least June.

Next steps
If you’re thinking about chang-

ing course amidst the pandemic, 
be sure to: leverage your passions 
as inspiration for starting some-
thing new; set incremental goals to 
guarantee forward progress; and 
consult your financial advisor to 
help you plan for your new future.

Jeffrey R. Vitt is president of 
Tower Financial Partners and 
Branch Manager of Raymond 
James Financial Services in New-
town Square. Tower Financial is in-
dependent of Raymond James. Vitt 
can be reached at 610-897-2697 
and jeff.vitt@raymondjames.com.

Jeffrey Vitt: Financial Journeys
Tips for women facing a sudden career shift

Recognizing the importance of 
a strong digital marketing foot-
print, SCORE Bucks County, 
in conjunction with Grow with 
Google, will offer a free four-part 
webinar series beginning March 
4. 

In addition, SCORE Bucks 
County certified mentor Joseph 
Lutes will lead a “How to Start a 
Nonprofit” webinar from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. March 9.

On March 23, SCORE mentor 
Don Goeltz, an associate profes-
sor at Holy Family University in 
the School of Business, will help 
would-be entrepreneurs differen-
tiate between a good idea and a 
sustainable business with his we-
binar, “Is Your Great Idea Really 
a Great Business?”

The Grow with Google ses-
sions will be led by speaker 
Randi Penfil, who has more than 
20 years of experience helping 
small businesses and nonprofits 
improve their digital marketing. 
The hour long webinars begin 
March 4 and continue through 

May 12.
The first webinar, “Reach Cus-

tomers Online with Google,” will 
be held at 10:30 a.m. March 4. 
This webinar will highlight how 
to:

•Improve your website’s visi-
bility in Google’s organic search 
results;

•Introduce attendees to free 
tools to help your business ap-
pear online; 

•Create a free Google My 
Business profile; and 

•Advertise your business on 
Google.

The following webinar, “Get 
Your Local Business on Google 
Search and Maps” will be held 
at 1 p.m. March 24. This webinar 
will help attendees:

•Create or claim a business pro-
file on Google; 

•Manage their business infor-
mation across Google search and 
maps;

•Use Google My Business to 
connect with potential customers; 
and 

•Learn tips, tricks and new ad-
ditions.

“Using YouTube to Grow Your 
Business” will be held at 9:30 a.m. 
April 13. This webinar will high-
light best practices, including:

•Why businesses should have a 
YouTube channel ;

•How to set up a channel; and
•What information should be 

filled out when uploading a video.
The final webinar, “Make Bet-

ter Business Decisions with Ana-
lytics,” will be held at noon May 
12. This session is focused on:

•Identifying business goals (and 
how you plan to use your online 
presence to achieve them);

•Incorporating data into your 
plan; and

•A focus on introducing Google 
Analytics and how to use this tool 
to make better business decisions.

To learn more or register for 
the Grow with Google webinar 
series, visit buckscounty.score.
org/grow-google-4-part-digi-
tal-marketing-series.

Score Bucks offers four free webinars

Sweet Stevens welcomes four attorneys

Making a difference
Dave Freeman, president/CEO, and Patti Cole, executive assis-
tant, of QNB Bank, display a check for $35,607 from QNB em-
ployees and the bank from its annual campaign to raise funds for 
United Way. Led by Cole, this year’s campaign raised $29,673 
from employees and an additional $5,934 from the bank for a 
total contribution of $35,607.

Noteworthy
n

Krista Scheirer, environmental specialist for 
Aqua Pennsylvania, has been named to the 2021 
Class of VISTA Millennial Superstars.

The VISTA Millennial Superstars identifies 
and honors 40 of Chester County’s most dynamic 
business and professional leaders, under the age of 
40. VISTA Today honored the 40 honorees at an 
award celebration Feb. 4. 

As an environmental specialist, Scheirer helps 
protect 10 watersheds in southeast Pennsylvania 
with a special focus on the Schuylkill River, and 
works with municipalities to restore streams, im-
prove storm water management and remove invasive species. She also 
partners with the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society on the TreeVitalize 
Watersheds grant program. 

 
n

Perkasie-based Penn Community Bank an-
nounced that Diane Brown, EVP – chief adminis-
trative officer, has been appointed to the American 
Bankers Association’s (ABA) Mutual Institutions 
Council Administrative Committee for a one-year 
term. 

The Administrative Committee provides advice 
and counsel to ABA on issues of interest to mutual 
institutions in between meetings of the full Mutu-
al Institutions Council and helps plan and lead the 
meetings and activities of the council.  The com-
mittee is composed of 12 bankers from 12 different 

financial institutions ranging in asset size from $190 million to $10 billion. 
As a part of the committee, Brown will help review all aspects of stat-

utory, regulatory and marketplace influences on the status and role of the 
mutual form of organization for depository institutions. The committee is 
also responsible for considering all aspects of corporate governance and 
the balancing of stakeholder interests under both state and federal banking 
institutions and tax law. 

n
Jim Gano, owner of Crown Trophy of Flemington, N.J., recently was 

named the Local Businessperson of the Year by Alignable, a national firm 
that hosts small business networking sites across the country.

“I was nominated for the award and several people voted for me, and I 
am indeed honored and humbled to receive this recognition,” Gano said 
in an email blast.

Reflecting on the past 10 months, Alignable asked its members to vote 
for who they thought were the business owners who’ve helped them or 
their community the most during the COVID Era, and Gano was selected.

“Thank you to everyone who voted, I appreciate the recognition and 
will continue to do what we do, because I just think it’s good business,” 
Gano said.

n
Penn Community Bank  recognizes America Saves Week 2021 (Feb. 

22 to 26) and is encouraging the community to take a moment to focus on 
the importance of personal savings.

“With so many Americans still reeling from the financial crisis caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic, we recognize that it is more important than 
ever for us to collectively take a look at our finances, understand where we 
are currently, where we want to be, and start making a plan to get there,” 
said Jake Iampietro, Penn Community Bank director of Retail Banking. 

Follow Penn Community Bank online at PennCommunityBank.com 
and Facebook.com/PennCommunityBank for blogs, savings tips, and 
success stories throughout the week.

KRISTA 
SCHEIRER

DIANE  
BROWN

Calendar
n

The New Jersey Communications, Advertising and Marketing Associ-
ation (NJCAMA) will offer a friendly reminder that marketing in 2021 is 
more than Instagram, TikTok and Facebook ads when the group hosts a 
free program on effective email marketing from 7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 3.

Headlining the networking event is digital marketing guru Maisha 
Walker, who will explore ways brands can implement email marketing 
software like Mailchimp and Constant Contact to better navigate their 
businesses and industries.

Walker is the president of Message Medium, which helps brands lever-
age digital platforms to acquire new customers, build, implement and 
maintain a cohesive digital strategy, and achieve aggressive growth.

The NJCAMA Happy Hour will include time to virtually network and 
to ask Walker questions. 

To register, visit njcama.org/events. 

BETHANY 
O’NEILL BYRNE

LAURA HELLER 
ISENBERG

SUZANNE PONTIOUS TAMMY J. SCHMITT
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Dylan Daniel Clark

Dylan Daniel Clark, 62, of Upper 
Black Eddy, Pa., passed away on Feb. 
18, 2021.

Dylan was born in Glendale, Ca-
lif., and was a graduate of the Sole-
bury School in New Hope. He was 
an active part of the New Hope/Lam-
bertville community while working 
at John & Peter’s and was a popular 
baker at Mother’s Restaurant. Dylan 
became a skilled carpenter and was a 
creative problem solver. He was cur-
rently working on restoring his and 
his mother’s homes in Upper Black 
Eddy. He will always be remembered 
for his generous and unassuming na-
ture. Dylan was loved by his family 
and friends for his heart of gold and 
a level of humanity rarely seen in this 
world. 

Dylan is survived by his mother Pat 
Martin; his brother Matthew Fried-
man and his wife, Linda Cathey; his 
former partner Maria Castro-Browne 
and his former spouse Rachelle 
Muldoon; his daughters Jessica Cas-
sidy and Sophia Vaughn and their 
husbands Stephen Cassidy and Kip 
Vaughn; and his five adoring grand-
children Arya, Emmett, Wyatt, Lucy 

and Ronan. Dylan will be greatly 
missed.

 Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Van Horn-McDonough 
Funeral Home, 21 York St., Lambert-
ville, NJ 08530 (vhmfh.com).

A decades-long vision of estab-
lishing a 1,150-acre nature pre-
serve in the Sourland Mountains 
was just realized with the pur-
chase of an additional 110 acres 
of farmland and forest in East 
Amwell Township, Hunterdon 
County. 

The preserve straddles the bor-
der of Hunterdon and Somerset 
counties in one of Central Jersey’s 
most scenic and ecologically im-
portant areas. 

On Dec. 7, New Jersey Conser-
vation Foundation and its partners 
acquired 110 acres near the corner 
of Wertsville and North Hill roads 
for $1.62 million from Wertsville 
Industries, a family-owned com-
pany that has operated the land as 
a farm since the early 1940s. The 
property includes a tributary of the 
Neshanic River, a source of clean 
drinking water for the region.

The Wertsville Industries pur-
chase came six weeks after New 
Jersey Conservation and many of 
the same partners teamed up to 
acquire 268 adjoining acres from 
landowner John Higgins.

“With these two new parcels, the 
preserve in the beautiful Sourland 
Mountains now totals over 1,150 
contiguous acres for public enjoy-
ment and wildlife habitat protec-
tion,” said Michele S. Byers, exec-
utive director. “We’re very grateful 

to all of our partners for making this 
possible, and we are thrilled to open 
this spectacular land to the public.”

Samir Shafei, whose late wife’s 
family bought the East Amwell 
property after moving from Tennes-
see in the 1940s, said he is pleased 
to see the land permanently pre-
served.

“I really love New Jersey and I 
love that farm,” said Shafei. “I’m 
really happy it’s going to stay green 
for the rest of its life. I feel proud 
that I can contribute to that environ-
ment.”

His wife, Susan DeJongh Sha-
fei, who passed away in 2017, 
spent much of her childhood on 
the farm that had been purchased 
by her uncle, Owen Denton, and 
her mother, Leona Denton. The 
farm was a gathering place for 
family members, who came out 
from New York on weekends 
to ride horses and pitch in with 
chores like hay baling, growing 
wheat and tending to the pigs and 
cows.

“It was a farm for sharing, for 
everybody to be riding horses,” 
recalled Shafei. “It was really fun 
for everyone to be together on the 
farm, bailing the hay. It was a lot 
of hard work, but it was fun. It’s 
just a wonderful memory for me.”

With the two new additions, 
the preserve in the Sourlands now 

totals 528 acres in East Amwell, 
Hunterdon County, and over 600 
acres in neighboring Hillsborough 
Township, Somerset County. The 
land will be managed as a single 
preserve spanning the two coun-
ties. 

The new preserve will be avail-
able for passive recreational activ-
ities, including hiking, horseback 
riding, birding and nature ob-
servation. The preserve includes 
some existing trails and a formal 
trail system is planned for the fu-
ture.

New Jersey Conservation Foun-
dation spearheaded a partnership 
of public and private agencies that 
contributed to the preservation of 
the Wertsville Industries property, 
including the state Office of Natu-
ral Resource Restoration, the New 
Jersey Green Acres Program, 
Hunterdon County, East Amwell 
Township and the 1772 Founda-
tion.

Part of the funding came from 
a multimillion-dollar settlement 
with the State of New Jersey over 
long-standing pollution in Central 
Jersey. Wyeth Holdings, a subsid-
iary of Pfizer, agreed this fall to 
pay $4.2 million to compensate 
for natural resource damages re-
lated to groundwater pollution at 
the American Cyanamid Super-
fund site in Somerset County.

LISA MACCOLLUM/NEW JERSEY CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

The Wertsville Industries property stream in the fall.

Land purchase makes 1,150-acre 
nature preserve in Sourlands reality

Congress has reaffirmed its 
support and strong commitment 
to the National Estuary Program, 
a time tested, nonregulatory pro-
gram that enables communities to 
restore and protect the bays and 
estuaries they call home.

The Delaware Estuary is one 
of 28 “estuaries of national sig-
nificance” that will benefit di-
rectly from legislation approved 
by Congress. The Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary (PDE) is 
the host of the Delaware Estuary 
Program.  

All the senators from the three 
Estuary states supported the Pro-
tect and Restore America’s Estu-
aries Act, including Pennsylvania 
Sens. Pat Toomey and Bob Ca-
sey Jr.; New Jersey Sens. Corey 
Booker and Bob Menendez; and 
Delaware Sens. Thomas R. Carp-
er and Chris Coons.

On the House of Representa-
tives side, support for the leg-
islation included Pennsylvania 
Reps. Brendan F. Boyle, Matt 
Cartwright, Madeleine Dean, 
Dwight Evans, Brian K. Fitzpat-
rick, Chrissy Houlahan, Mary 
Gay Scanlon, Glenn Thompson 

and Susan Wild; New Jersey, 
Reps. Josh Gottheimer, Donald 
Norcross, Mikie Sherrill, Bonnie 
Watson Coleman and Jefferson 
Van Drew; and Delaware Rep. 
Lisa Blunt Rochester.

The Protect and Restore Amer-
ica’s Estuaries Act, with strong 
bipartisan support and unanimous 
approval from the Senate, was 
signed into law on Jan. 13. The 
Act reaffirms support for the work 
of the National Estuary Program, 
and nearly doubles the annual 
funding limit to $50 million. Un-
der the new law, each NEP could 
receive as much as $1 million 
each year.

Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary works with communities 
at the local level in this region 
to protect the coastal resources 
essential for tourism, commerce, 
storm protection, clean water and 
marine-based food supply such as 
fisheries and aquaculture. Increas-
ing threats from pollution, harm-
ful algal blooms, accelerating 
land loss, and risks to biodiversi-
ty threaten the vitality of estuar-
ies across the country, and are a 
growing concern.

In 2020, the partnership recy-
cled more than 17,000 pounds of 
oyster shell for use in restoration 
projects, held more than 60 virtu-
al programs during the Delaware 
River Festival, installed a doz-
en new groundwater monitoring 
wells and studied over 22,000 
stems of cordgrass to track salt-
water intrusion impacts. Over 
the past three years, it reinforced 
1,300 feet of living shoreline in 
Delaware, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey with recycled oyster shells. 
Go to delawareestuary.org to 
learn more.

U.S. Congress reauthorizes 
National Estuary Program

Over five years, 2014 through 
2018, the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Transportation (Penn-
DOT) spent over $65 million 
removing litter from within high-
way rights-of-way. 

The costs of dealing with lit-
ter and illegal dumping are quite 
large for communities as well, 
but are often obscured because 
they are dispersed across various 
governmental departments, com-
munity-based organizations and 
volunteer groups. 

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful 
documented in its 2019 study, 
“The Cost of Littering and Illegal 
Dumping in Pennsylvania,” that 
just nine cities in Pennsylvania 
spend $68 million annually on 
cleanup, education, enforcement 
and prevention efforts to ad-
dress litter and illegal dumping 
throughout their respective com-
munities; 80% of that went to-
ward cleaning up. 

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful 
has a program that helps mitigate 
municipal cleanup costs. Its road 
and area adoption program equips 
local residents with the tools and 
resources they need to be stew-
ards of their neighborhoods. 

With the support of local mu-
nicipalities, the Keep Pennsylva-
nia Beautiful adoption program 
is available statewide for munic-
ipal roads, parks, neighborhood 
blocks, greenways, waterways 
and trails. 

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful 
provides a sign recognizing the 
volunteers’ efforts and seeks the 
support of the local entity, usu-
ally the municipality, to provide 
the sign post, install the sign and 
provide trash disposal options as 
needed. 

Once an adoption is approved, 
the volunteer individual or group 
receives gloves, bags and safety 
vests to get them started. Addi-
tional supplies are available each 
spring and fall through Keep 
Pennsylvania Beautiful’s Pick Up 
Pennsylvania cleanup initiative.

For more information about 
adopting a municipal road, park, 
trail or waterway, visit keeppa-
beautiful.org and choose Keep It, 
then Adoption Program or contact 
Stephanie Larson at slarson@
keeppabeautiful.org or 877-772-
3673 x104. 

For information about adopting 
a state maintained road, visit the 
PA Department of Transportation 
at www.penndot.gov and search 
Adopt-a-Highway. 

Keep PA Beautiful 
seeks municipal 
partners



The Rev. Matt Brody, the parish priest at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in Doylestown, and a violinist, accompa-
nied by Rudy Lucente, organist, presented a violin and or-
gan concert to The Ladies of Mount Carmel at their Gen-
eral Meeting Feb. 9. 
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• Cookies
• Gift Baskets
 and of Course Lots   
  of CANDY!

45 E. State Street, Doylestown
215-348-0874

Your Valentine’s Gift Destination

Hugh A. Marshall Landscape 
Contractors, Inc
Full-Service Design, Build & Maintenance 

The Hugh A. Marshall Landscape Contractors, 
Inc. team promises to leave your property looking 
wonderful, enhancing both the value of your home 
and your ability to enjoy it!

New Hope • 215-862-2291
www.hughmarshalllandscape.com

Genevieve’s Kitchen
19 E. State Street

Doylestown, PA 18901
267.614.9635

genevieveskitchen.com

Visit Genevieve’s Kitchen 
Outdoor Tent

Take-out available for dinner
Thurs. - Sat. Lunch: 11-2 • Dinner: 5-9 • Sunday Brunch: 11-2

CALL 610-847-2720 • 215-945-4769
PA #029212

Doors • Windows  
Drywall • Tile  

Complete Bathroom  
Remodeling & Repairs 

Dryer Vents • Plumbing 
Deck & Shed Repairs 

General Carpentry 
& Masonry 

Rain Gutters 
Siding & Roofing 
Fence Repairs & 

Installation

Pete’s
Home Repair Service & General Contracting
“For Everything Your Little Home Desires” Mention 

this ad for
Savings

Students at Kehilat HaNahar, 
The Little Shul by the River, in 
New Hope, are now learning side-
by-side with students from Congre-
gation Kol Ami in Elmira, N.Y., 
due to the closure of Kol Ami’s re-
ligious school during this academic 
year in the midst of COVID-19.  

Now that the KHN Shul School 
is operating virtually, it is open to 
learners from across the U.S.

“We chose KHN among sever-
al other religious schools we were 
looking at because we were im-
pressed by the quality of the teach-
ing and with the curriculum and its 
emphasis on social justice. We also 
knew our students wouldn’t get lost 
as they might in a larger congrega-
tion,” said Rabbi Oren Steinitz of 
Congregation Kol Ami.

“So far, the feedback from our 
parents and students has been over-
whelmingly positive,” continued 
Rabbi Steinitz.  “I have a first and 
fifth grader in KHN Shul School, 
and they both love their teachers, 
look forward to the arts projects, 
and are making great progress. It’s 
a great fit!”

For information about the KHN 
Shul School, visit kehilathanahar.
org/learning/shul-school.html or 
contact Rabbi Jonah Rank at KHN-
School@gmail.com.

Kehilat HaNahar Shul School students with Rabbi Jonah Rank, top, 
during a lesson on Jews and the Civil Rights Movement.
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Kehilat HaNahar welcomes students 
from New York synagogue Mount Carmel concert

Two Bucks deed books dedicated in honor of Davis H. Taylor
Bucks County Recorder of Deeds 

Robin Robinson has dedicated two 
deed books in honor of Davis H. 
Taylor after his wife, Denise Taylor, 
donated money toward the Adopt-A-
Book program in his name.  

Early in 2020, Robinson was ap-
proached by Denise Taylor about do-
nating toward the office’s Adopt-A-
Book Program.

Denise had an idea to donate mon-
ey toward the preservation of these 
books in honor of her husband, Da-
vis, a huge history buff. It’s the 20th 
anniversary of Davis’s business, and 
Denise thought that this was a great 
way to celebrate this milestone.

Davis’s business, TAI Inc., pro-
vides its clients with training on Val-

ues-Based Leadership (VBL).  This 
type of leadership empowers employ-
ers to create a trust culture. By engag-
ing with employees, employee perfor-
mance improves.

Both Davis and Denise are man-
aging members of TAI, employing 
senior associates across the globe, 
from the United States to Singapore 
to France.

Their son, Gaines, is the TAI team 
coach. He runs the operations, work-
ing with students and young adults. 
Gaines also serves as the company’s 
communications expert, writing pub-
lications, running social media and is 
its Zoom producer.  

Davis, who was very honored with 
this dedication said, “With thanks to 

Robin, Nicole and the team for the 
opportunity to participate in the res-
toration project, for me it’s an honor 
to be remembered in a way that helps 
preserve the rich heritage and history 
of Bucks County. A transplant to the 
state 25 years ago, I appreciate the 
privilege of making a permanent con-
nection with this community.”

To contact the Bucks County Re-
corder of Deeds office, call 215-348-
6209 or visit buckscounty.org/govern-
ment/RowOfficers/RecorderofDeeds.

The Taylor family are from left: son 
Gaines Taylor, parents Denise and 

Davis Taylor, their daughter Lauren 
and her husband, Bob Fink.
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Subscribe to the

Bucks
County
Herald

$130.00 
a year

Exciting 
Journalism

Marketing and Digital Media

Internships 
at the Herald 

and River Towns Magazine!

Email resume, cover letter and writing samples to:
fzegler@buckscountyherald.com

Emily Cook, Sophomore, St. Joseph’s University

Help Wanted

Subscribe to the

Bucks
County
Herald

$130.00 
a year

WE BUY USED CARS

Don’t junk that car/truck 

if it runs, we buy them.

TOP DOLLAR CASH PAID

267-800-3227

Autos/Motorcycles
Wanted

CASH PAID NOW- For Your
Costume Jewelry You No
Longer Want Or Wear. Clean
Out Your Jewelry Boxes & Call
Me For Cash! 610-258-8401.

Articles Wanted

SIGN BUILDER- Manual
decor/sign assembly labor,
experience in assembly, hand
tools, manual dexterity, operate
machinery, ability to lift 50#,
read drawings. Submit resume
to hr@offthewall.net

INDIGENOUS
INGENUITIES, LLC-
An environmentally responsible
landscape company, is looking
for passionate people to join our
maintenance and install
divisions. E-mail your resume
to info@ind-ing.com, or visit
www.ind-ing.com to learn
more.

CNC OPERATOR- CNC
Operation, Occasional Sign
Building, Misc. tasks as needed
in a manufacturing environment
and Frequent lifting of 40#.
$16-19 per hour. Submit resume
to hr@offthewall.net

Help Wanted

Services

Services

LOCAL GARDENING
COMPANY- Hiring a
professional gardener. We
specialize in high end garden
maintenance and design. Great
opportunity to work on
beautiful local properties.
Experience required.
www.davidinthegardencom
908-392-4900.

Landscape/
Hardscape

PAY THE MOST 
FOR ANY JUNK

 CAR OR TRUCK
 With or without title

 215-669-1000

Autos/Motorcycles
Wanted

Subscribe to the
Bucks County Herald

$130 a year

BECOME A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR - We want to Read
Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion and
Distribution. Call for Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-877-670-0236
or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
pasn

Miscellaneous

T.M. PAINTING

Interior and Exterior

Drywall Repair

Staining & Pressure Washing

25 Years Experience

REASONABLE RATES

Call Tom

at 267-221-4319

Painting

Carpino

• Concrete Stone & Brickwork

• Structural Repairs

• Stucco • Pavers

• Residential Bridges

• Waterproofing

• Custom Masonry

215-364-3755

FREE ESTIMATES

PA LICENSE #PA087652

WWW.CARPINOINC.COM

DRYWALL- PETE’S HOME
REPAIR SERVICE &
GENERAL CONTRACTING.
Drywall repairs and installation.
C a l l 6 1 0 - 8 4 7 - 2 7 2 0 ;
215-945-4769 (PA#029212)

DECKS & SHEDS- PETE’S
HOME REPAIR SERVICE &
GENERAL CONTRACTING.
Decks built and repaired.
Sheds repaired. Call
610-847-2720; 215-945-4769
(PA#029212)

Services

Subscribe to the

Bucks
County
Herald

$130 a year

MISCELLANEOUS -
Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-402-5341

HIGH SPEED INTERNET -
We instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find the
best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from
t o p p r o v i d e r s . C a l l
1-855-268-4578

GENERAC STANDBY GEN-
ERATORS - provide backup
power during utility power
outages, so your home and fam-
ily stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!).
Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and con-
ditions. 1-888-605-4028

FREON WANTED:
-We pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient. Certified
P r o f e s s i o n a l s . C a l l
3 1 2 - 8 1 5 - 1 9 7 3 o r v i s i t
RefrigerantFinders.com

DISH NETWORK -
$59.99 for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch & Get
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today!
1-855-335-6094

Miscellaneous

Delaware Canal 21 announces new board chairman 
Continued from page A1

Doug Dolan, executive direc-
tor of Delaware Canal 21 said 
the organization takes great pride 
in the strength of its board and 
its ability to embrace change.  
The other members of the board 
include Randy Apgar, Boyce 
Budd, Lynn Bush (secretary), 
Betsy Falconi, Bill Kiesling (vice 
chairman), Don McCloskey, and 
Craig Miller (treasurer), with 
William Collins of the landscape 
architecture firm Simone Collins 
serving as technical advisor.

Dolan praised the new chair-
man emeritus, saying that Black’s 
insight, skill, and knowledge 
have provided direction and en-
thusiasm for Delaware Canal 21 
for the past nine years.  “Through 
Allen’s leadership, Delaware Ca-

nal 21 has grown from a concept 
in 2012 to a recognized, respected 
and energetic nonprofit advocate 
for the sustainability and survival 
of the Canal.” In its nine years of 

existence, Delaware Canal 21 has 
brought in more than $ 1 million 
in grants to support maintenance 
and long-range planning for the 
canal.

Black recognized early on that 
the state park’s budget would nev-
er be enough to provide the kind 
of first-class maintenance neces-
sary for the future survival of the 
canal.  So, he set as Delaware Ca-
nal 21’s top priority finding a new 
business model, one that would 
identify new and different sources 
of revenue to support vastly en-
hanced maintenance for the canal 
waterway.

It was through Black’s tenacity 
that potential board and adviso-
ry members were attracted to the 
mission and embraced the need, 
that we were able to gain the trust 

of organizations such as PA De-
partment of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) and 
the Delaware & Lehigh National 
Heritage Corridor with whom it 
would work to make a credible 
difference in the future of the ca-
nal, Dolan said. 

Black was instrumental in 
attracting the attention of the 
William Penn Foundation to fi-
nancially support the Delaware 
Canal Vision Study (2017) and 
other relevant projects conduct-
ed by Delaware Canal 21. In this 
way, Delaware Canal 21 brings 
new 21st-century solutions to this 
19th-century canal. Under Black’s 
guidance, Delaware Canal 21 has 
developed a bold new business 
model, a new paradigm for the canal 
that will enable the canal to gener-

ate supplemental revenues that will 
afford top notch maintenance and 
planning, Dolan said.

Co-founder Allen Black was re-
cently named chairman emeritus 
of Delaware Canal 21. He has 
been called “Inspirer in Chief.”

Richard Henriques, long asso-
ciated with philanthropy, has 
been named chairman of the 
9-year-old nonprofit focused 
on sustainability and survival 
of the 60-mile-long Delaware 
Canal.

Community feedback sought in Stockton, N.J. 
Continued from page A1
building, housing guest rooms and 
a wellness center connected with a 
passageway to a tented 7,700-square-
foot amphitheater with capacity for 
980, including guest room, bar and 
dining room capacity.

The amphitheater would be used 
for a maximum of 20 to 40 concerts 
a year, according to siblings Jena and 
Alan Berman of Avon Road Part-
ners, who spoke about the proposed 
project recently during an interview 
via Zoom.

“We’re shooting for summer 
2022 to host our first concert. We’re 
very excited to get this going,” Alan 
said, adding he has classic rock and 
smooth jazz concerts by well-recog-
nized names in mind.

The plan has been met with both 
positive and negative feedback 
from members of the community, 
said Jena, a New Hope resident, 
also known as JB, and the Bermans 
said they are sensitive to people’s 

concerns. “We plan throughout this 
process to hold Q&A’s with (the 
community) to hear their concerns,” 
Jenna said.

“Their concerns to us are some-
thing that matters. We want to make 
sure every resident in Stockton and 
surrounding communities are on 
board with this,” added Alan, who 
lives outside Washington, D.C.

Those question and answer ses-
sions would be held in a safe man-
ner, keeping the community’s health 
in mind during the pandemic, the 
siblings said.

They added they plan to bring in 
experts to conduct traffic and noise 
studies, and to find solutions for 
those and other matters of concern to 
neighbors.

“We are going to bring in a lot of 
people who are smarter than us and 
alleviate those concerns,” Alan said, 
adding he wants the process to be a 
partnership with the community.

An attorney for Avon Road met 

with Stockton Borough Council, 
first in December to present Avon 
Road’s vision for the property, and 
again on Feb. 8, to formally request 
council consider redevelopment of 
the property.

Avon Road has sent out letters to 
both residents and the business com-
munity outlining the family’s plans 
for the Stockton Inn property. The 
letters include a link to a video illus-
trating those plans.

Stockton Borough Administrator/
Clerk Michele Hovan said no formal 
steps have been taken and no appli-
cations filed by Avon Road. She said 
the next step will be a Preliminary 
Investigation Report by the borough 
to determine whether the parcels 
qualify for redevelopment.

“Council has tasked the planning 
board to prepare that report,” she 
said. “It’s too soon to know if it’s 
possible,” she said of redevelop-
ment.

Stockton’s mayor and council 

have issued a statement of their own, 
addressed to residents and business 
owners, dated Feb. 15, and posted 
on the borough’s website. The state-
ment calls redevelopment “an oft-
used planning tool that when done in 
the spirit of community partnership, 
can be beneficial to the town, its 
residents, stakeholders – and the de-
veloper – when considering a major 
improvement such as the one that is 
the subject of the letter” sent by Avon 
Road.

“It’s anything but a done deal,” 
Hovan said. She added that the plan 
could result in improvements for the 
town, or it could go nowhere or turn 
into something substantially differ-
ent. “This will be a long process,” she 
added.

The Bermans said their family his-
tory is tied in to what they want to do 
with the Stockton Inn property. Their 
grandmother operated the Avon 
Lodge in the Catskills in New York, 
where entertainers such as Sid Caesar 

and Mel Brooks once performed.
Jena said the approximately $15 

million Avon Road plan stays true to 
the currently closed Stockton Inn’s 
history and also offers a viable op-
tion to keep it open. It also would 
offer more than 100 new full- and 
part-time jobs to area residents, the 
siblings said.

“When we saw that the Stockton 
Inn was closed, we saw an opportu-
nity to preserve it to keep it alive,” 
Jena said. “It’s not historically land-
marked. We were shocked.

“We’re trying to get historical 
landmark status so that it can never 
be torn down,” she added.

“We have no intention, nor are 
there any plans, to move or reposi-
tion the inn. Our goal is restoration, 
preservation and securing historic 
landmark status so that The Stock-
ton Inn will continue for another 300 
years.”

jarthur@
buckscountyherald.com

Continued from page A1
Saying he and his wife “fell in 

love” with New Hope and The 
Landing decades ago, Cretella 
said he wants his design to “be 
respectful” of the waterfront and 
the property’s beautiful views that 
take in the New Hope-Lambert-

ville Bridge.
While the proposed hotel will 

include a riverfront deck for 
guests, a public walkway and the 
existing public docks will remain, 
said Cretella. A cruise barge may 
also be docked there, he added.

The historic house that current-

ly houses The Landing’s dining 
room will stay, but the various 
additions, including the outdoor 
bar will be taken down. The new, 
smaller, “more intimate” interior 
will feature an open kitchen and 
a “land and sea” menu. The mul-
timillion dollar project will offer 

total seating for 120, including 
indoor and outdoor dining, said 
Cretella.

Denise Bollenbacher said she 
and her husband are pleased with 
Cretella’s vision. “We’re happy 
with what he’s thinking,” she 
said. “We’ve enjoyed getting 

to know him. He’s a man of his 
word.”

Landmark also owns the Logan 
Inn and the Mansion Inn in New 
Hope and Hotel Du Village in 
Solebury, as well as several other 
venues in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey.

Landmark Hospitality buys New Hope’s Landing  
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Across
1. Chasm
5. Subj. for new arrivals
8. Word
11. Mega Stuf treat
12. Compressed video file acro-
nym
14. “Rem” extender
15. There’s nothing like it
16. Destructive influence
17. Sue Grafton’s “_ _ for Noose”
18. Ensures
21. What cookies are usually 
baked in
24. Egyptian seaport
25. It’s tied in the back
26. Is from Lyon?
28. Smuggled
31. Eggy quaffs
33. Diner’s complimentary com-
ment
35. Prefix for “trillion”
36. Patronage
38. Bill at the bar
40. Valet’s domain
41. Sounds of frustration from 
Charlie Brown
43. Dead giveaway?
45. Local language
48. Cary’s “North by Northwest” 
co-star
49. UAE’s Mars orbiter
50. Voyaging
54. Holiday in Hanoi
55. Detect
56. Closes a parka
57. SAT takers, frequently
58. Kenny G has two
59. Larson or Satie

Puzzle by Linda Dunn of Furlong.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Down
1. 1. Cradle comment
2. Server at a soiree
3. “I’m Sorry” singer Brenda
4. Paint Pissarros, say
5. Diplomatic office
6. Box
7. Dunham and Headey
8. OPEC founding member not in 
the Mideast
9. Dog drawn by Jim Davis
10. “Swiss Family Robinson” 
author Johann
13. Family group
19. A in French class
20. Outdoor wedding rental
21. Lady from Seville
22. Instrument with a tenon
23. Ancient “stepped” temples
27. Famous pharaoh
29. Nile predator, informally
30. Singer Perry
32. Communicate without speak-
ing, maybe
34. Polo clubs
37. Former Persian bigwigs
39. Co-star of Betty and Estelle
42. Listerine alternative
44. Eat lightly
45. Thoroughly checks for accu-
racy
46. Who or when conclusion
47. “When You Wish _ a Star”
51. General address?
52. Center lead-in
53. It’s all you have to do some-
times

 
G U L F  E S L   V O W 
O R E O  M P E G  E D Y 
O N E R  B A N E  N I S 
   G U A R A N T E E S 
D O Z E N S  S U E Z   
O B I  E S T  S N U C K 
N O G S  Y U M  T E R A 
A E G I S  T A B  L O T 
  U G H S  L E G A C Y 
V E R N A C U L A R    
E V A  H O P E  A S E A 
T E T  S P O T  Z I P S 
S R S   E N S  E R I K 

Crossword 297 L. Dunn: L. Dunn 
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Beauty and adventure await.

rivertownsmagazine.com
or call 215.794.1096

4 issues for only $15/year
Subscribe today at

Riegelsville and Ottsville fire companies to merge
Continued from page A1
tation, the pandemic has obvious-
ly not helped the situation.

Meanwhile, he had also noted 
that townships are growing and so 
is call volume, and that the “time 

is gone when fire companies can 
be 100% self-sufficient.” He add-
ed that the situation was not only 
common to Upper Bucks, but was 
statewide, and might be headed 
toward consolidation as the lead-

ing consideration for change.
Also at that 2020 meeting, 

Township Manager Keith DeLu-
ca noted the issues were common, 
informal topics at meetings of the 
Pennsylvania State Association of 

Township Supervisors (PSATS). 
DeLuca indicated that barriers to 
consolidation had more to do with 
townships having a meeting of the 
minds than their fire companies, 
and that he would be starting to 

raise the issues with neighboring 
townships, while Shick did so 
with his own peers.

At the conclusion of Shick’s 
Feb. 18 presentation, Supervisor 
Chair Bill Sadow said “good.”

The newly established Hunt-
erdon Economic Recovery Task 
Force has worked with the Hunt-
erdon County Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation to establish a 
Hunterdon Economic Recovery 
Fund.

Recently, the Chamber Foun-
dation awarded six Small Busi-
ness Recovery Grants through 
the Hunterdon Economic Recov-
ery Fund. The Task Force was 
established this year as a direct 
result of the pandemic.

“The Task Force was formed 
to look at the long-term recov-
ery needs for the business com-
munity here in Hunterdon Coun-
ty,” said Chris Phelan, president 
of the Chamber. This has been 
an unprecedented year with so 
many challenges from COVID 
19, to the economic loss, that 
we know we needed to look at 
developing long-term strategies 
to help in the recovery through 

2021.”
Local business organizations 

that partnered in the project in-
clude the Clinton Guild, High 
Bridge Business Association, 
Flemington Community Part-
nership, Delaware Rivertown’s 
Chamber of Commerce, French-
town Business Association and 
the Milford Merchants Associa-
tion. 

The recipients of the first Small 
Business Recovery Grants are 
Chameleon Blue, Heartstrings, 
Beyond Bijoux, Roses In Your 
Hair, Balic of Clinton, and Rose-
marie’s Cucina. The grant crite-
ria focused on retail shops and 
restaurants with less than 20 em-
ployees and no chain affiliations. 

To donate to the fund or for in-
formation about the task force, 
contact Hunterdon County Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce 
at 908-782-7115, or visit hunter-
donchamber.org.

Hunterdon Economic Recovery Task Force awards grants

 Small Business Recovery Grant recipient Rosema-
rie’s Cucina.

Small Business Recovery Grant recipient Balic of 
Clinton.

Small Business Recovery Grant recipient Chame-
leon Blue.

Small Business Recovery Grant recipient Beyond 
Bijoux.

The Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation (PennDOT) 
was recently recognized with 
two 2020 annual Transportation 
Systems Management & Opera-
tions (TSMO) awards presented 
by the National Operations Cen-
ter of Excellence (NOCoE).

TSMO is focused on improv-
ing how roadways operate with-
in the restraints of PennDOT’s 
existing roadway infrastructure.

PennDOT’s TSMO Perfor-
mance Program and Traffic Op-
erations Analytics (TOA) Tool 
won first place for Best TSMO 

Project of the year. The Perfor-
mance Program brought together 
internal and external information 
allowing for more data-driven 
outcomes for congestion plan-
ning, incident response, and 
safety for all motorists.

By housing the data on one 
TOA platform, team mem-
bers quickly found that crowd-
sourced data from Waze and 
INRIX detected 86.7% of re-
portable crashes on major roads 
and created solutions for oper-
ations personnel to increase the 
timeliness of incident detection.

PennDOT’s TSMO Regional 
Operations Plans won first place 
for Project Selection and Prior-
itization. They were developed 
in cooperation with stakehold-
ers. Regional Operations Plans 
play an important role in region-
al Long-Range Transportation 
Plan (LRTP) and Transportation 
Improvement Plan (TIP) pro-
cesses by helping to secure fu-
ture capital funding for projects.

For information, visit penn-
dot.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/
operations/Pages/default.aspx.

PennDOT wins national transportation awards
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“Lyrical 2021” runs March 4 to 
April 4, at the Artists’ Gallery, 18 
Bridge St., Lambertville, N.J.

The exhibition enhances the vi-
sual appeal of the art by adding next 
to each work a poem or song lyric 
chosen by the artist.

“What every creative person 
does we do every month – we be-
gin again. Sometimes our art comes 
from great locations revisited some-
times it is the newly discovered – 
but always it is a new way of seeing 
– a fresh interpretation of our world 
as we see or imagine it,” the gallery 
said via email.

Each month there are 16 or more 
works not shown before. Artists are 
always happy to answer questions 
about materials, techniques, and 
motivations.

The gallery is open 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Thursday through Sunday. 
Visit LambertvilleArts.com for in-
formation.

Artists’ Gallery show combines art, poetry and song

“Winter on the Sourland” is by Joe Kazimierczyk. “Bubbly” is by Beatrice Bork.



“ALONE | together: Self Portraits 
during the Pandemic” is an online 
art exhibition curated by the Up Arts 
Incubator, an art gallery and creative 
space in Lansdale.

Featuring the work of nearly 100 
artists from around the world, the art 
highlighted in this exhibition reveals 
the ties that bind humanity in the 
shared experience of mask-wearing, 
social distancing, and stay-at-home 
orders.

“The goal of this show is to cre-
ate a global visual commentary to 
document the strange world we find 
ourselves living in and to make the 
show accessible to as many artists 
as possible. To that end, the show 
required no entry fee and at least one 
piece of art from every artist was ac-
cepted. 

To this date, artists from the fol-
lowing 26 countries have submitted 
pieces to the show: Sweden, the 
U.S., the U.K., Israel, Nigeria, the 
Netherlands, Ukraine, Germany, 

Italy, India, Pakistan, Croatia, Aus-
tralia, the Philippines, Scotland, Bra-
zil, Indonesia, Belgium, Romania, 
Ecuador, Slovenia, Poland, Georgia, 
France, Greece and Spain.

Local artists from the Delaware 
Valley area include Samuel Vovsi of 
Princeton, N.J.; Susan Pitak-Davis 
of Lambertville, N.J.; Jeff Reeder 
of Chalfont; Danielle Rackowski 
of Trenton, N.J.; Dore Vorum of 
Doylestown; Catrina Horsfield of 
Doylestown; Theresa Mercadante of 
Norristown; Modern Fossils-David 
Horowitz and Judith Marchand of 
Frenchtown, N.J.; and Nancy Mc-
Garvey of Philadelphia.

Eventually, the number of artists 
featured in the online exhibition will 
be limited to keep the size of the 
show manageable. Once the limit 
has been reached, other artists may 
participate by uploading an image of 
their work to Instagram and tagging 
it with #alonetogetherartexhibit and 
#upartsincubator.

With over 144 works of art, the 
show documents the shared global 
pandemic experience. From the pen-
cil drawing, “Reflection,” by Philip 
Iroegbu of Nigeria to the painting, 
“Covid Chronicle,” by Susan Pi-
tak-Davis of Lambertville, viewers 
will hopefully find a piece of art that 
resonates with their own pandemic 
experience.

Many people may find some part 
of their own experience captured in 
U.K. artist Skaiste Klaniute’s pho-
tographic series, “If I was Edward 
Hopper.” Others may find they relate 
more to “Lazy Time,” a mixed media 
piece by Aubane Berthomme Marti-
nez of the Netherlands. And, some 
may closely relate to “Mirrored Soli-
tude” by Delta N.A. of Italy.

View the exhibition at upartsincu-
bator.com/proofing/alone-together . 

In non-COVID-19 times, the Up 
Arts Incubator is an art gallery and 
creative space where artists can col-
laborate, create and show their work. 

In COVID times, these goals are met 
in a hybrid form combining online 
shows with socially distanced ones 

and the occasional Zoom Happy Art 
Hour. Learn more at upartsincuba-
tor.com.
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“Covid Chronicle” is an oil on paper by Susan Pitak-Davis of Lam-
bertville, N.J.

Self-portraits created during pandemic in virtual exhibit
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BILL BROKAW

“Winter Light in Black and White,” an outdoor photo exhibition, was coordinated by The Photogra-
phers Group, a consortium of over 1,000 photographers based in the region.

Gratz Gallery to host online auction

On March 21, Gratz Gallery is hosting its annual Fine American Paintings on-
line auction. Included in the sale are selections of impressionist, realist, folk, 
modern, and decorative paintings. Highlights include a rare landscape by 
furniture designer Wharton Esherick, an elegant portrait by Charles Curran, 
landscapes by Hudson River painter John Kensett, Pennsylvania impressionists 
John Barnes and Henry Snell, foliage paintings by Samuel Phillips, and classic 
winter scenes by Walter Baum. Included also are Philadelphia artists, including 
African American painter Bernard Harmon. Visit GratzGallery.com.

Submitted by Gratz Gallery

This winter and spring season, join 
the Mercer Museum and Fonthill 
Castle for a new slate of virtual com-
munity programs that bring Henry 
Mercer’s castles to life for audiences 
everywhere.

Highlights of Fonthill Castle takes 
guests on a virtual tour through 
Mercer’s home and showplace for his 
renowned tiles, while Highlights of 
Central Court at the Mercer Museum 
showcases the wondrous artifacts 
inside Mercer’s six-story concrete 
castle, now a Smithsonian affiliate 
museum.

Kids of all ages explore the daily 
life of Colonial farmers during the 
virtual Colonial Farm Experience 
program, or learn how people in early 
America bartered for household ob-
jects in the virtual Meet the Makers: 
Bartering in Colonial Times program.

There have never been more ways 
to connect to history from the comfort 
on one’s home. Learn more and 
reserve tickets at mercermuseum.org/
virtualprograms.

Submitted by 
Mercer Museum and Fonthill Castle

KEVIN CRAWFORD

Spring arts round-up

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

The South Harrison Street Out-
door Gallery has opened a new show 
called “January Light in B&W.”

The show features fine art photos 
by 35 photographers that were all 
taken during January 2021.

The images are part of a larg-
er project called “Winter Light in 
B&W” that was coordinated by The 
Photographers Group, a consortium 
of over 1,000 photographers based 
in the New Jersey-Pennsylvania re-
gion.

Starting Nov. 1, approximately 
100 photographers braved the cold, 
the fog, the rain and snow to get 
photos of winter light and then ren-
der them in black and white. These 
photos were curated from over 600 
submissions and provide a wide 
range of vision. 

“Creating an outdoor photo gal-
lery may seem a little nuts to do in 
the winter, but we are excited about 

being live rather than virtual,” said 
Bill Brokaw, director of The Pho-
tographers Group.

“The response was very positive 
for the gallery’s first outdoor show 
last month called ‘The Pockert-
Kamera Project 2020.’  People en-
joy seeing art and photography and 
the South Harrison Street Outdoor 
Gallery provides us the opportunity 
to show our work safely.”

The South Harrison Street Out-
door Gallery is located just off 
Bridge Street in Frenchtown, N.J., 
adjacent to Brokaw Photography 
Studio which runs The Photogra-
phers Group.  The gallery is always 
open, 24 hours a day, rain, sleet, or 
snow and is COVID safe. Masks are 
required. The show will run until 
March 22.

To learn more visit Photogra-
phers.group or email Bill@Brokaw-
Photography.

New photography show opens at outdoor gallery in Frenchtown
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On view through August 
15, 2021, “Through the 
Lens: Modern Photography 
in the Delaware Valley” 
explores nearly 70 years of 
artistic experimentations with 
photographic processes and 
subject matter by artists in 
the Delaware Valley region.  
This major exhibition is 
organized through the 
themes of form, figure, 
landscape, community, 
and social and political 
activism and highlights 
over 100 photographs by 
nearly 40 artists. “Through 
the Lens” draws primarily 
from the Michener’s own 
deep collection of local 
photography, including many 
works that have never before 
been on view.

Submitted by 
The Michener Art Museum

ADA TRILLO (B. 1975), DO BETTER, 2020. INKJET PRINT. 16 X 20 INCHES.

The Michener Art Museum opens
“Through the Lens: Modern Photography 

in the Delaware Valley”

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

The board of trustees of the 
Barnes Foundation announced that 
Aileen Roberts has been elected 
as its new chair. Roberts, who has 
served on the board since 2005 and 
as vice chair since 2015, succeeds 
Joseph Neubauer. 

Neubauer led the Barnes as chair 
from 2015 to 2020 and will remain 
a trustee and serve as chair of the 
Barnes Foundation’s $100 million 
Second Century Campaign.

“The Barnes Foundation is one 
of Philadelphia’s cultural gems and 
among the world’s most lauded col-
lections. During the nearly 10 years 
since the Barnes opened the doors 
to its new home on the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway, it has welcomed 
over 2 million visitors, showcased 
more than 20 highly acclaimed 
exhibitions, and secured over $50 
million in new commitments to-

ward our $100 million goal for the 
Second Century Campaign,” says 
Neubauer. 

“Aileen has both a profound 
knowledge of the Barnes and a 
proven commitment to it, which ex-
tends from the key role she played 
in bringing the building on the 
Parkway to life – leading the Build-
ings, Grounds, and Planning Com-
mittee, and working closely with 
architects Tod Williams and Billie 
Tsien—to her tireless efforts to en-
sure the Barnes is a welcoming and 
inspiring space for staff and visitors 
alike. “

Roberts, a philanthropist and 
civic leader, has supported organi-
zations dedicated to arts, culture, 
and healthcare, and those address-
ing equity in education through her 
work as president of the Roberts 
family foundation. 

Barnes Foundation names 
Aileen Roberts board chair
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@MichenerArt

Come explore nearly 70 years of artistic experimentations with photographic 
processes and subject matter with work ranging from carefully hand-painted, 

bucolic landscapes to decisive snapshots taken on the street. Through the Lens 
highlights distinctive work in the Michener’s photography collection, including 

many that have never before been on view.
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freemansaucti on.com

EUROPEAN ART AND OLD MASTERS
Auction February 23, 12 PM EST

David Weiss  |  267.414.1214
euroart@freemansaucti on.com

Gustav Klimt (Austrian, 1862–1918)
Dame Witt genstein (Study for Bildnis 
Margaret Stonborough-Witt genstein)
black chalk on paper, 21 5⁄8 x 13 1⁄2 in.
$50,000-80,000

From the Forbes Collecti on
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Taking Your Home to New Heights

CCUUSSTTOOMM  HHOOMMEESS

AADDDDIITTIIOONNSS  &&  RREENNOOVVAATTIIOONNSS

CCOOMMMMEERRCCIIAALL  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

BBUUIILLTT--IINN  CCAABBIINNEETTRRYY

Follow Us on  
Instagram & Facebook
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215.345.1953  |  minkrunmillwork.com

MINK RUN MILLWORK
A Division of J.R. Maxwell Builders, Inc.

Tradition of Excellence 
for Over 45 Years

A  T R A D I T I O N  O F  E X C E L L E N C E

215.345.1953  |  jrmaxwellbuilders.com

Since 1976, J.R. Maxwell Builders has been serving Bucks County and the 
surrounding areas with exceptional residential and commercial building and 
design. Jay, his son James, and their team are classic custom craftsmen with an 
eye for every detail, committed to continuing their “Tradition of Excellence.” 
Additionally, James’ dual degree in construction management and operations 
management with a background in engineering adds a level of expertise to 
every job. Renovations, new constructions, interiors, exteriors and additions, 
including commercial renovations, historic renovations and restaurants are 
just some of the many projects in which we have extensive experience. 

Our team consists of top-quality members who truly enjoy and care about 
their work. They take pride in each job, are respectful to homeowners, other 
contractors, and anyone else they come into contact with. The tradesmen on 
staff keep their work area organized throughout the building process so their 
job is done efficiently and correctly.

Whether your project is large or small, located in a town, city or rural area, 
or you need customized service, J.R. Maxwell Builders is up to the task. Our 
attention to detail doesn’t stop when the building is done. We are always 
available to go over any details about your job, even after construction. J.R. 
Maxwell is a family-run custom building company, winner of multiple home 
building accolades, and our quality work cannot be matched.

Another facet of J.R. Maxwell Builders is Mink Run Millwork, a division of the 
business, which constructs high-quality custom millwork and cabinetry. Build 
your dream space with J.R. Maxwell Builders.

CONTACT US to get started on your custom project today:  
215.345.1953  |  jrmaxwellbuilders.com|  minkrunmillwork.com  

JRM

SSTTAANNDDAARRDD  OOFF  QQUUAALLII
TTYY

JJRR
  MM

AAXXWWEELLLL  BBUUIILLDDEERR
SS

THANK YOU FOR MAKING 2020 
A RECORD-SETTING YEAR

Real Estate Services + Health and Safety: A Commitment to Excellence
The combined efforts of everyone at Addison Wolfe help us continue to maintain a healthy 
workplace during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
The above photo is a composite using individual agent photos combined in Adobe Photoshop. 
CDC Guidelines, including Social Distancing, were observed during the photo sessions for this 
photo. Addison Wolfe is committed to providing excellent real estate services focused on 
health and safety as a top priority.

550 Union Square, New Hope, PA 18938 • 215.862.5500 • AddisonWolfe.com

A BOUTIQUE REAL ESTATE FIRM WITH GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Addison Wolfe 
          Real Estate

The combined efforts of everyone at Addison Wolfe 
made 2020 a record-setting year for our company!

We are always proud of all our agents, but we wanted to take the time to congratulate our Top Producers of 2020! 
Please join us in a round of applause to acknowledge the accomplishments (in no particular order) of: Nicole Curran, Jay Ginsberg, 

Evan Walton, Megan Waits, Daniela DeLuca, Laurie Madaus, Greg Dwornikowski, Nick Esser, Art Mazzei and Carle Robbins.
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SEE HOW VALUABLE ZERO CAN BE. 
There are comfortable seats, storage for easy 
access to your gear, and smooth-riding rear 
drive tires. With our Accel Deep™ mower 
deck and up to 7 mph (11 km/h) forward 
ground speed, you can really see why the Z300 
Series zero-turn mowers are at home in your 

backyard. “Impressive” comes standard!
GET MORE DONE WITH LESS EFFORT. 
Mow better, faster with the Z500 Series. It 
features mower decks in three cutting widths, 
three unique seats, and a 4.5-gallon (17 Liter) 
fuel tank to keep you going full speed ahead. 
Because when it comes to a great looking 

lawn, nothing should slow you down.  Cut & 
Sewn Comfortable Seats + LED Lighting for 
Low Light Conditions.
Z700 SERIES ~ WHEN YOU WANT 
EVERYTHING FROM A ZERO-TURN 
MOWER. Perfect your lawn with ease using 
our heavy-duty zero-turn mowers. With 
23-25 horsepower* and three different High-
capacity PRO mower decks, the Z700 mowers 
guarantee you spend less time working on 
your property and more time relaxing in it.

Strong Welded Frame, Large Fuel Tank, 
Fast Speed, Commercial Grade Engine, High 
Capacity PRO Mower Decks, (available in 
48”, 54”,60”)

Roll-Over Protective Bar (folds down to 

fit in storage shed), Integrated Park Brake, 
Canopy  Available, Rear Bumper, String 
Trimmer Rack
WE ARE RIGHT WITH YOU ~ CALL 
“LITTLE’S” YOUR JOHN DEERE 
DEALER!  Committed turf experts dig into 
what you need. Factory-trained service and 
parts professionals ensure that your equipment 
keeps working as hard as you do. So, let’s get 
to work, together.

For More Information visit  www.relittle.
com  or visit our showrooms in Silverdale, 
Hatboro or Zieglerville, Pa.

Submitted by 
Robert E. Little Inc.

Little’s John Deere carries the new Z Track series of Zero Turn mowers 

7 Models Under $3499. USD ~ Bumper to Bumper Warranty
Run with Us ~ See  the “Z track” series of Zero Turn Mowers (Z300, Z500, and Z700 
Series)R
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Advertise your business in the Bucks County Herald’s

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
Price includes color and a hyperlink to your website in the online edition.

Call for more information 215-794-1097  •  advertising@buckscountyherald.com

$25 PER 
WEEK!

Bucks County Herald

REAL ESTATE
 Message to Advertisers

The staff of the Bucks County Herald is diligent in proofing 
advertising to ensure accuracy. However, errors can occur. 

Therefore, advertisers are responsible for checking the accuracy 
of their ads upon publication. The Bucks County Herald will 
be responsible for errors and/or omissions the first time an ad 

appears and only to the extent of the cost of placing the ad. If an 
error is found in an ad, please call 215-794-1096 immediately and 

we will place a correction in the upcoming issue of the Herald.

Apartment for Rent

Get results with the Bucks County Herald’s Real Estate Classifieds
buckscountyherald.com

Phone 215-794-1097    
 Fax 215-794-1109    

classified@buckscountyherald.com
Contact Ken                                                      
Office Hours: 

9 AM - 5 PM Mon-Fri
Real Estate 

Classified Deadline: 
Tuesday, 3 p.m.

LAMBERTVILLE
Bright & sunny 2nd floor, 1 

bedroom. Hardwood floors and 
high ceilings. $1,600/mo. includes 

most utilities. One year lease 
and 1 1/2 mo. security.
No pets, no smoking.

Call 215-801-6100

Furniture, especially well-built 
furniture, is meant to stand the test 
of time. Not only is it beautiful, 
often offering expertly-interlocking, 
hand-carved wood, custom stitching, 
and artistic accents, but it serves 
a purpose in your home. Furniture 
provides rest when you need it, con-
versation with friends and a space to 
create what you love.

Why would you give that all up 
because its exterior looks a little 
worn?

At Bucks County Furniture Resto-
ration, we provide a better alterna-
tive. Our local, family-owned com-
pany serves all the repair, restoration 
and furniture revitalization needs for 
our customers in Bucks, Montgom-
ery and Hunterdon counties. Our 
professionals work with all types of 
furniture pieces to give them a new 
look, new life and the former place 

that they held in your home.
Bucks County Furniture Resto-

ration uses a mix of time-honored 
refinishing methods and the most 
modern technology to provide you 
with services our competitors can’t 
match.  We have experience and 
expertise in: stripping, reupholstery, 
glass bending, marble and metal pol-
ishing, furniture repair and finishing, 
refinishing, lamp and seat repair, 
conversions and knife sharpening.

We invite you to visit our show-
room and take advantage of more 
than 30 years of professional experi-
ence and see our difference for your-
self. Using our outstanding attention 
to detail, we can work with both new 
and antique items to give them a 
country feel that you will love.

Submitted by
Bucks County Furniture Restoration

Bucks County Furniture Restoration
New life for your furniture

For many of us, remote working 
has replaced commuting to an 
office.  Some may never return to 
the office, while others may split 
time between home and office once 
COVID-19 restrictions ease.  Either 
way, at-home work and study are 
here to stay.  You may be considering 
renovations and additions to your 
home to accommodate more family 
members living and working together 
for many more hours each week.  
How can you best improve your 
home to create a workspace that 
optimizes your productivity and 
provides the privacy you need?  

In this new reality, your virtual 
meetings and classrooms offer a 
public window into your home.  

Organize to separate your workspace 
from your children, pets, and clutter. 
Capture a controlled background 
from your camera to frame a pleasing 
composition behind you, such as an 
orderly display of your treasures.  Add 
indirect lighting to illuminate your face 
and highlight focal elements behind 
you.  In short, create a curated stage 
set-like setting that you intentionally 
share with your clients and colleagues.

A home office should provide 
acoustical and visual separation 
between work and family functions.  
Separation can help you dispel the 
feeling that you are living at work 24/7.  
Consider adaptive reuse of an under-
utilized room or attic as a quick and 
affordable home office alternative and 

renovations to storage areas to create 
a place for everything to maintain 
order in your busy home.  Think 
creatively about the spaces within 
your home or possible additions and 
renovations, to optimize your home’s 
functionality as both a workplace 
and a comforting personal sanctuary.  
Everything evolves over time, and 
your home can also transform to 
make the most of this “new normal” 
in which we find ourselves.   

Raphael Architects has been 
creating transformative architecture 
to meet the changing needs of our 
clients for over three decades.  

Submitted by 
Raphael Architects

Your home is your refuge …and your office
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A BOUTIQUE REAL ESTATE FIRM WITH GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Addison Wolfe 
          Real Estate

WWW.ADDISONWOLFE.COM

 For additional information or a private tour contact the listing agent directly
550 Union Square, New Hope, PA 18938 • 215.862.5500

-  William Shakespeare

" Love all, trust a few, 
do wrong to none."    

Gorgeous 6BR, 2.5bth home in Glenside with gas FP, main floor 
laundry and extensive closet space. One block from shops and a 10 
minute walk to the train.

Stephanie Schade 215.534.3381

GLENSIDE CHARM  $252,000
Sited at an elevated location amidst 67 fertile farmland acres. The 
Bedminster countryside moves in all directions and the open land provides 
ample opportunity for agrarian pursuits and/or a serious equestrian facility.

Sheila Buerkle 610.389.0775, MBA

DUANE FARM  $1,795,000

Beautiful 6.45 acre building lot with open fields located between 
Stockton and Sergeantsville. Septic design approved, ready to build 
your dream home in a lovely country setting. Stockton, NJ.

Norm Troxel  215.801.6100

STOCKTON ACRES    $175,000

This 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath center hall colonial home provides 2982 sq 
ft of spacious living. This home is ideally located just minutes away from 
shopping, Schools, Doylestown Hospital, and Bucks County Courthouse.

Nick Esser 646.745.5460

SHADY RETREAT  $495,000

Set among the lush rolling topography of Upper Bucks County, is 
Birdwell. This amazing estate property is a commercially built home 
that exudes the style, sophistication and sensibility of the Hamptons.

Greg Dwornikowski 215.534.7347

BIRDWELL                                           $998,000

This property can be turnkey with a quick close. Walk to the center of town and 
don’t worry about parking. Includes high-end kitchen including Wolf appliances, 
custom closet built-ins, storage, custom cabinetry, private electronic elevator, 
custom window treatments, stone patios, and a full-house gas generator.

THE RESIDENCES AT RABBIT RUN   $1,725,000

WALK TO NEW HOPE

Bucks County estate home located in Solebury Township is a winner of the 
Pinnacle Award for Custom Homes over $2 million. This five bedroom home is 
beautifully appointed featuring a series of covered porches, decks and balconies.

Margo Busund  215.801.2977 or Art Mazzei 610.428.4885

PAXSON RIDGE                               $2,295,000

Nestled on 6.56 acres surrounded by protected woodlands. This 5900 sq 
ft, 4 bedroom 5.1 bathroom home with office and home gym is perfect for 
entertaining and enjoying your private oasis. Located in Belle Mead, NJ.

Nick Esser 646.745.5460

BELLE MEAD MANOR                     $1,295,000

Custom built 7,000 plus square foot home sited on 5.08 hilltop acres. This 
sprawling estate boasts 5+ bedrooms, five full baths and one half bath. Four 
wood burning fireplaces are strategically arranged throughout the home.

Laurie Madaus 203.948.5157

HILLTOP ACRES                               $1,500,000

Piperfalls is an iconic Bucks County retreat perfect for weekend getaways 
or a fulltime residence. Located in Tinicum Township, just minutes from 
Frenchtown, N.J. and about 20 minutes to the vibrant Hamlet of New Hope. 

Michaelangelo Greco 215.470.1983

PIPERFALLS $495,000
EQUINE ENTHUSIAST: Greenwich Farm is a rare find, combining 20 
acres of pastures, a modern custom post-and-beam home, a 13+ stall 
barn with an indoor riding arena and spectacular panoramic views. 

Megan Waits 215.264.9144

GREENWICH FARM                          $1,495,000

Comprising 100 acres down a 1/4 mile long, tree-lined drive, this classic 
18th C.  Bucks County farmstead boasts absolute privacy, 5 ponds, a 
waterfall, and 30 acres of “world-class” gardens. The property features 
a main stone farmhouse circa 1793 and two huge 19th C. dairy barns.

HORTULUS FARM                           $5,650,000

NEW LISTING
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